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Divine Mercy Sunday is a powerful feast day – God stirs many hearts to conversion 

through this feast. I want to share this afternoon an experience I had related to this feast 

about 10 years ago in my first parish assignment – Cure of Ars. 

 

It was Easter Friday – the Friday before Divine Mercy Sunday – and the thought hit me 

that I should stop by and visit some of the Catholics at the nursing home in our parish 

boundary. The only time I really made it over to the nursing home was for the monthly 

Mass so I thought it would be good just to stop in and visit some of our parishioners. But 

everyone I tried to visit was either sleeping or were in the bathroom and were out of their 

room – so I started thinking well this was a wasted visit. 

 

As I was leaving the nursing home and young man named Chad stopped me in the 

hallway and said – would you mind visiting my mother and praying for her – she’s dying 

of cancer. He said – were not Catholic – but would you be willing to see her? I said sure 

– so I went down to the room and prayed over her. 

 

As I left the building, I got out in the parking lot and the thought hit me – their not 

Catholic – I wonder if that ladies been baptized? I felt awkward returning to the room 

after I was just there – but I decided to go back up to the room. I went back in and gave 

Chad one of my business cards and just said – I wanted to leave this with you if there’s 

anything else I can do – and then I said – by the way has your mom been baptized? Chad 

said – well, no – but were not Catholic. So, I told Chad – you know God’s saving grace 

comes through the sacrament of baptism – if your mom would like to be baptized just let 

me know. 

 

I went back home – the next day was Saturday – and as I reflected on the events of Friday 

– I was really struck by what all had happened on Friday and decided to write a note to 

Chad and his mother. I told them in the note that I don’t think it was an coincidence that I 

decided to visit the nursing home that Friday – that it wasn’t a coincidence that Chad just 

happened to see me in the hallway – it wasn’t a coincidence that I got out in the parking 

lot and the thought hit me – has your mother been baptized – I said – I think this is the 

hand of God offering your mother the graces of baptism before she dies. 

 

So after the evening Mass I went back over to the nursing home – and the entire family 

was there – I prayed again for Chad’s mother and handed the card to Chad – and thought 

– God it’s in your hands. 

 

The next day was Divine Mercy Sunday – after all my Masses I came home and the 

answering machine was blinking – it was Chad – he said I’ve talked to my mother and 

she wants to be baptized. So I went over to the nursing home and Chad’s mother barely 

had enough strength to make her profession of faith – and then I baptized and confirmed 

her and she died. 



 

Devotion of DM originates with St. Faustina.  In 1931 Jesus appeared to her and she 

painted the apparition she saw.  Notice Jesus walking towards us!  This is a manifestation 

of mercy.  The Lord is not waiting for us to come to him, in mercy he comes to us. 

 

You’ll notice a white ray and a red ray flowing from the heart of Jesus.  This represents 

the blood and water flowing from the side of Jesus as he hung on the cross.  The blood an 

water represent the sacramental life of the church. 

 

It is through the sacraments that we encounter Jesus and his divine mercy.  God gives us 

the gift of salvation through the waters of baptism – not by any merit of ours – but out of 

his love and Divine Mercy for us. 

 

Jesus forgives our sins in the sacrament of reconciliation - again not because we’ve 

earned or deserved it, but out of his love and mercy.  One of the first things the Risen 

Lord does is institute the sacrament of reconciliation which we hear in the gospel today.  

Jesus breathed the Holy Spirit upon the apostles and told them, “whose sins you forgive 

are forgiven them, whose sins you retain are retained. 

 

And the Eucharist is the sacrament of love and mercy.  It is here that we celebrate the 

depth of God’s love that he broke his body and shed his blood for us so much did he love 

us.  And it is here in the Eucharist that Jesus in his mercy joins us to himself in Holy 

Communion. 

 

This afternoon I want to invite you to our Divine Mercy Holy Hour at 3 pm.  We will 

have Adoration, pray the chaplet of Divine Mercy, and also have confessions.  This is a 

powerful feast.  Come today and pray.  This is a spiritual work of mercy – to pray for the 

living and the dead.  Offer prayers for someone that you know who may be lost, someone 

fallen away from the church, someone struggling, someone ill, maybe you know someone 

that hasn’t been to confession in a long time, someone that’s passed away or grieving the 

loss of a loved one.  Let’s come on this feast of DM and storm heaven!  We can be 

assured that God in his mercy will hear our prayers. 


