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I want to make 3 points about today’s gospel.  (1)  There is a verse in the gospel I go back to 

over and over in my own life:  Jesus says, “Apart from me you can do nothing.”  Let that sink in, 

“Apart from me you can do nothing.”  Often when I’m feeling overwhelmed or stressed it’s 

probably because I’m trying to “go it alone,” rather than relying on God.  I need to be reminded 

over and over again of this most basic truth that apart from God I can do nothing. 

 

So often we get this image of the vine & branches turned around.  In our American Society it’s 

tempting to fall into a rugged individualism.  I don’t need help.  I’m my own man or my own 

woman.  I’m in control of my life.  I’m the vine and my faith is just one of the many branches of 

my life.  Sadly our faith can become like one of the many hobbies of our lives.  I love Royals 

baseball, I like basketball, I like the outdoors, oh and yes, Mass is something is something I do 

once a week – but then the rest of the week is mine to do whatever I want!  I’m the vine, Jesus is 

the branch! 

 

Jesus is the vine and our whole lives are meant to be lived in him.  Your marriage, your single 

life, your career, you family life, your social life, your whole life is meant to be rooted in Christ.  

Our faith is meant to permeate and form all that we do. 

 

Apart from you can do nothing.  If we forget this God will remind us! 

 

I just finished reading a book on St. Therese, the Little Flower, by Fr. Jacque Philippe.  In the 

book St. Therese said one of the goals of her spiritual life was never to get discouraged with 

herself.  Rather in the face of her weakness she saw her littleness and her dependence on God.  

Her weaknesses served to remind her that apart from God she could do nothing.  So St. Therese 

thanked God for her weaknesses!  Thanks be to God you are reminding me of my nothingness of 

my littleness, that I am nothing without you.  Do we rejoice in our littleness – our weakness - or 

do we get discouraged and frustrated with ourselves? 

 

The book said our spiritual life is not a program of self perfection to the point that I start 

thinking, “Wow, I’m doing so well I don’t really need God!”  Quite the contrary.  As we grow 

closer to God we realize more and more our littleness and of our need for God. 
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 Point – pruning!  My dad loved to prune>  When he started the chain saw look out!  Not only 

would he prune the dead limbs but we might very well lose an entire tree.  We also had a 

strawberry patch.  I remember coming in one day saying – mom, dad’s taking the lawn mower to 

the strawberries.  He told us the strawberries were over grown and he was pruning them back.  If 

you’ve ever grown roses, you know that you have to cut them back in order for them to grow 

new branches and yield beautiful roses.  After you cut them back, they look scrawny and 

wounded.  But all of that’s necessary in order to bear fruit – in order for new roses to bloom. 

 

Next time in your life you are encountering the cross, or feel hurt, wounded, deeply cut 

remember this is all part of God’s pruning process.  It’s good to ponder:  is there something 

keeping me from Communion with Jesus?  Am I in a bad relationship leading me away from 



Christ?  Alcohol, drugs, even seemingly good things – maybe sports, have led me to miss Mass 

rather than be in Communion with Jesus.  What needs to be pruned in my life so that I can bear 

fruit? 

 

Finally, #3.  This image of the vine and branches reminds us that if we live our lives connected 

to Jesus, we also are connected to each other.  Grace connects us to other people.  God always 

calls his people together to be one Body and the beautiful part of living the Christian life is we 

become a part of something much bigger than ourselves. 

 

I had a powerful experience of how grace connects us to others this past week.  Last week, Fr. 

Schmitz and I and a few members of our parish staff were in Denver for the Amazing Parish 

Conference.  On Wednesday we flew home from the Denver airport to Kansas City.  Now little 

did we know that on our flight was a Protestant man named Brian.  On the way to the airport 

Brian was talking to one of his Muslim friends named Robert and Brian was saying, you know 

I’m interested in learning more about the Catholic Church.  Robert said, well this is going to 

sound strange but in my prayer I’ve been thinking about the priesthood – which is really strange 

because I’m not even Christian! 

 

This conversation was taking place prior to boarding the plane from Denver to KC.  Now, you 

can imagine Brian’s surprise when onto the plan walks two priests – Fr. Schmitz and I.  Not only 

that but Fr. Schmitz’s seat assignment was right next to Brian.  Brian said – Ok we were just 

talking about the Catholic Church and the priesthood and onto the planes walks the first two 

priests I’ve ever seen in my life.  Fr. Schmitz invited them to Mass last weekend and Luke, Fr. 

Schmitz and I were able to talk to them after Mass and hopefully they will continue to learn 

about the Catholic Faith in RCIA. 

 

If we live our life in Christ, we will be connected to others in beautiful ways beyond our 

imaginings.  Our faith can never be reduced to me and Jesus.  We hear this all the time – I’m 

spiritual but not religious.  Which is code for, I have a relationship with God, but don’t want to 

have anything to do with being a part of the church.  In our own egos sometimes, we want to be 

the only branch on the vine.  It’s me and Jesus and there’s room for no one else!  God always 

calls his people together to support one another, to be connected to one another, to have 

responsibilities toward one another and to love one another. 

 

You may know we have started Christ Renews His Parish Retreats here at St. Michaels.  

Honestly, this is one of the best fruits that I’ve seen from the retreat – it has strengthened bonds 

of fraternity.  Parishioners are seeing one another as true brothers and sisters in faith – connected 

to each other in Christ. 

 

Apart from me you can do nothing.  But if we live our lives in communion with Jesus all things 

are possible.  We become connected to something much bigger than ourselves:  Christ’s mystical 

body.  And if we live our lives in Communion with Jesus and his Church we will bear much 

fruit. 


