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The best thing a pastor can do for a new associate is – leave town!  A little bird has to 

learn to fly on its own.  So, this past week I got out of town for a few days and attended a 

conference for priests on how to become a better confessor.  At the conference we looked 

at the 7 deadly sins and their corresponding virtues.  The opening conference was on 

pride. 

 

Most often, I think of pride as self-absorption.  Pride is the undo attention to yourself to 

the neglect of God and the people around you.  That’s certainly one aspect of pride.  But 

the conference speaker reminded us that the most fundamental definition of pride is 

rebellion against God. 

 

The angel Lucifer or the Devil lead a rebellion against God.  When Lucifer saw God’s 

plan of salvation to take upon our human flesh and to elevation humanity above the 

angels, he rebelled in pride against God.  What was at the heart of the first sin of Adam 

and Eve?  Rebellion against God.  They wanted to decide for themselves what was right 

and wrong, good and evil. 

 

Pride is the dominate sin of humanity.  Our tendency is to exert our own will over God’s 

will.  We think we might know better than God or the Church.  I’m speaking at all the 

Masses this weekend about the recent Supreme Court decision legalizing so called gay 

marriage.  As I reflected on this decision it struck me that this decision is really a 

manifestation of pride.  This is outright rebellion against God and the way he created the 

world. 

 

God is the author of marriage.  God created us male and female for a reason.  And it is 

God who instituted marriage.  The bible says, “The man shall leave father and mother 

and cling to his wife and the two shall become one flesh.”  The fact that 5 Supreme Court 

Justices have taken it upon themselves to play God and redefine marriage is an example 

of outright rebellion against God. 

 

Chief Justice Roberts in his dissenting opinion referred to the “arrogance” of this 

decision.  He went on to comment, “Just who do we think we are?” 

 

Just who do we think we are that we have the power to re-write the natural law and the 

God given definition of marriage that has been the foundation of society for millennia?  

The truth is we cannot redefine marriage.  Just because something has been made legal 

does not make it right or moral.   

 

One scary question now is, “If we allow marriage to be redefined according to our own 

whims, does this mean we have gone down a slippery slope to eventually accepting 

polygamy, incest, or really whatever people want to make up or call a “marriage?”  Pope 

Benedict warned us of the dictatorship of relativism.  Relativism is the rejection of any 

absolute objective truths that come from God. 



 

And it is not just 5 Supreme Court judges that are rebelling.  We are losing our culture on 

this issue.  A 2012 Gallop poll reported that 78% of those ages 18-29 support the 

legalization of gay marriage. 

 

Now more than ever we need to start speaking about what it means to be humble, the 

dignity of the human person, true love, and the sanctity of marriage. 

 

Sometimes people errantly think the Catholic Church condemns homosexuals. This is not 

what we believe. The Catholic understanding of this issue is very nuanced.  We make a 

distinction between an inclination and an act.  Having a same sex attraction, while 

objectively disordered, is not a sin.  Because of our fallen nature, all of us have 

disordered desires.  Some might have a disordered desire for food, others for alcohol, or 

material things, or power, or for some their sexual desires are disordered.  The catechism, 

says those with same sex attraction are to be “accepted with respect, compassion, and 

sensitivity.  Every sign of unjust discrimination in their regard should be avoided.” 

 

I have no doubts that we have people here in our congregation with same sex attraction. 

We have parents here who have children that have a same sex attraction.  It is important 

that we first reaffirm the truth that all people, no matter what their sexual inclinations, by 

virtue of their baptism are beloved sons and daughters of God.  We all have an intrinsic 

worth by the fact that they are made in God’s image and likeness and God welcomes us 

all into the folds of His Church. 

 

While having a same sex attraction is not in itself sinful, the church has always taught 

that homosexual acts are sinful.  And likewise, heterosexual acts outside of the covenant 

of marriage are also sinful!  The church’s biblical teaching on sexual morality comes 

down to understanding true love and the sacred purpose of our sexuality.  The church has 

always recognized two primary purposes of our sexuality: the unitive and procreative.  

First, the unitive:  sex is a way that a married couple expresses communion, commitment, 

and total self-giving love. 

 

And the amazing thing is this love between husband and wife is so powerful it has the 

potential of becoming a new life.  This is the pro-creative end of our sexuality.  Babies 

are meant to be the fruit of the love between husband and wife. 

 

It might be surprising to hear God’s love for us is also unitive and procreative.  We see 

this right here at Mass.  God loves us and wants to be in Communion with us forever. 

When we receive the Eucharist we are united to God.  We enter into Holy Communion - 

the unitive principal.  What happens when we receive the Eucharist?  We receive new 

life.  Jesus says, “Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood will live forever.”  God 

wants to give his bride, the Church, life – eternal life. 

 

We also see this is the very inner life of God:  God the Father gives himself totally to the 

Son, the Son gives himself totally back to the Father and the love between the Father and 

Son is a person, the Holy Spirit.  What is the most visible image of the Holy Trinity in 



our world?  Marriage and the family.  This is why the devil wants to destroy marriage!  In 

marriage the husband gives himself totally to his wife.  The wife gives herself totally to 

her husband, and the love of husband and wife is so powerful it can become a new person 

through the procreation of children. 

 

Now we see why homosexual acts can never image the love of God.  The love of two 

men or two women can never become a new person.  The procreative end of our 

sexuality can never be realized.  Their union by nature is sterile. 

 

Not only this, but biologically speaking, God made us male and female so that through 

our bodies we could convey that communion and commitment physically. God did not 

design two women or two men for a one flesh union.  It takes the complimentarity of 

sexes to fulfill the unitive end of our sexuality. 

 

To some this is a hard saying, perhaps especially for those families that have a member 

who has a same sex attraction.  How do we deal with this?  First, we are called to true 

love and pastoral care.  There is a misguided notion today of tolerance - that the loving 

thing to do is to tolerate or accept immoral behavior.  Cardinal O’Malley when speaking 

on the issue said ultimately true and lasting happiness can never come when we violate 

God’s law.  Sin is always destructive and harmful.  So if we really love someone we 

don’t just leave them in their sin! 

 

Think of this, if someone had a disposition toward alcohol abuse, we wouldn’t say, 

“Well, that’s the way you are so here’s a bottle, there’s nothing you can do about it.”  No, 

the loving thing to do is to be there for them and support them in living a sober life. 

 

The loving and pastoral response to those with same sex attraction is to help them see 

their dignity and worth, and to support them in living a chaste life.  To accomplish this, 

Archbishop Naumann has started a chapter of Courage in our Archdiocese.  Courage is a 

program to help those with same sex attraction find support and the courage to life a 

chaste celibate life.  Along with Courage there is a program called, “Encourage.” This is 

for parents who have children with a same sex attraction. 

 

The Church is not in the business of condemning souls. We are in the business of saving 

souls. It is not easy to be a disciple of Jesus and to conform our lives to God’s commands.  

But remember we are not alone.  In the gospel Jesus sent his disciples out two by two.  

We are called to journey together and to help one another.  And we do not rely on our 

own efforts or what we have.  Jesus said, take nothing with you.  We rely on the grace of 

the Holy Spirit. 

 

In his recent Leaven article, Archbishop Naumann said, “This is not a moment to yield to 

discouragement; it is a time to recommit ourselves to renewing and reclaiming our 

society and culture, one mind and one heart at a time!  Peace, fulfillment, joy will not 

come from rebelling against God – that’s pride.  They come from humbly submitting to 

our Father’s loving plan for us. 


