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I’m going to make two unrelated points in my homily today - first, just a word about the 

perpetual virginity of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  When we hear this gospel, we might 

think:  wait a minute it refers to brothers and sisters of Jesus!  I thought Jesus didn’t have 

brothers and sisters – the Holy Family is just Jesus, Mary and Joseph.  Non-Catholics 

also use this text to try to argue against Mary’s perpetual virginity.  How do we explain 

this? 

 

When I was in the seminary we had a seminarian from Tanzania named Aloys living on 

our floor.  Part of our formation included giving some practice homilies.  I still remember 

a homily Aloys gave in which he referred to his 22 brothers and sisters.  Afterward, we 

were all marveling and asked Aloys, “What was it like having 22 brothers and sisters?”  

He looked at us perplexed and seeing our confusion said, “Oh, I’m talking about all of 

my cousins.”  In his tribal language there is no word for cousin.  You refer to cousins as 

brothers and sisters. 

 

Like Aloys from Tanzania, in Aramaic which Jesus spoke and in Hebrew there is no 

word for cousin.  The gospels were written by Jewish converts to Christianity.  They 

would have had a Hebrew mentality and so they call the cousins of Jesus his brothers and 

sisters. 

 

Not only this, but there is actually another place in the bible that we can specifically 

deduce that James and Joses were the cousins of Jesus.  If you map out from the four 

gospels which women were at the foot of the cross, you will see that Mary’s sister was 

there who is the mother of James and Joses which makes them the first cousins of Jesus. 

 

Another interesting note about Jewish history:  only the high priest could enter the holy 

of holies in the Jewish temple.  Jesus is the great High Priest.  And Mary is the new 

temple - God’s dwelling place, and her womb is the holy of holies.  Only Jesus, the high 

priest, entered into this holy of holies. 

 

Finally, on the cross Jesus leaves his mother in the care of his beloved disciple John.  

He’s says to John, “Behold your mother.”  Why would Jesus entrust his mother to John, 

if he had brothers and sisters to care for her? 

 

Now, here’s the Good News for all of us:  while, Mary physically gave birth only to 

Jesus, ultimately God’s plan is to bring us all into his family.  Through baptism we are 

born again into God’s family.  Mary becomes our mother and Jesus becomes our brother. 

 



Now, my second point:  today’s readings are really all about prophets.  First, what is a 

prophet?  A prophet is one who speaks the word of God to others.  The word prophet 

comes from two Greek words:  pro fetes – which means to speak on behalf of someone 

else.  A prophet speaks on behalf of God.   

 

The first reading today speaks about the call of the prophet Ezekiel.  It says the Spirit of 

God entered into him.  Notice a prophet doesn’t just spout his own personal opinions.  

Rather it is the Spirit of God speaking through him.  In fact, later on, Ezekiel is 

commanded to eat a scroll containing God’s word.  He consumes God’s word and then 

speaks it.  Jesus, of course is the perfect prophet because he is the Divine Word.  He is 

the Word made flesh.  Every word Jesus speaks is prophetic word.  It is the word of God. 

 

Now, two points about prophets.  #1.  The Good News is God still sends us prophets 

today.  There are people in our midst speaking God’s word to us.  The question is do we 

recognize them and are we receptive. 

 

In the gospel, the people in Jesus’ own native town reject him.  They think:  we know this 

man; he’s the son of Mary.  He’s the local carpenter.  How could he speak God’s word?  

Do we recognize the prophets in our midst?  Or do we write them off as ordinary people 

and think, “How could God speak through them.”  Perhaps God is speaking to us through 

our spouse, parents, a sibling, co-worker, our boss . . . 

 

Prophets are normally sent by God to challenge us to deeper conversion, to return to God, 

to change our lives.  God normally doesn’t send prophets in our lives to say – hey you’re 

perfect – you don’t need to change anything in your life!  God always calls us to deeper 

conversion, to keep growing.   

 

Now, when the prophets in our midst call us to change, or point out a weakness, or point 

out something we need to improve upon, how do we take it?  What if your spouse says, 

I’m concerned about how grumpy you seem, or the way you fly off the handle, or the 

tone of voice you use with kids, or what if your spouse says, “I’m concerned about how 

much time you’re spending at work, or how much you’ve been drinking.  How do we 

respond?  Our natural response is perhaps to become defensive or to want to justify 

ourselves.  Maybe we just say, “Stop nagging me!”  Or maybe we return constructive 

criticism with a counter attack – well let me tell you what you need to work on! 

 

Nobody really likes prophets.  It takes humility to heed their words.  Archbishop 

Naumann told us priests once:  you know as a pastor or priest sometimes you get critical 

letters.  He said, “As Archbishop, I get nasty letters.”  But then he said, I always try to 

take them to heart and learn from them.  Maybe I could have said what I did a gentler 

way or maybe I could have been more loving or understanding with that person. 

 

This is a challenge for us this week:  open your eyes to the prophets in your midst and be 

receptive to their message! 

 



Lastly, all of us are called to be prophets!  By virtue of our baptism we share in Christ’s 

role as priest, prophetic and king.  We are all called to speak God’s word to others.  Like 

Ezekiel, let’s invite the Holy Spirit into our lives to use us as his instruments in the world.  

Lord, you give me the words you want me to speak.  Maybe God is calling you to give 

someone a word of encouragement, or to tell them you love them or to give them a word 

of hope.  Maybe there is someone you are called to invite back to Mass, or to confession.  

Maybe God is calling you to confront someone that’s doing something harmful to himself 

or herself.  No one really likes confronting others!  Prophets are normally rejected and 

their message goes unheeded. 

 

But remember what Mother Teresa said, we are called to be faithful not successful.  You 

never know the seed you might plant.  Leave the results up to Jesus.  Let’s live out our 

baptismal calling and allow God to use us as his prophets! 

 


