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An old man was talking to his family doctor and said, "Doctor, I think my wife's going 

deaf." The doctor answered, "Well, here's something you can try to test her hearing. 

Stand some distance away from her without facing her and ask her a question. If she 

doesn't answer, move a little closer and ask again. Keep repeating this until she answers. 

Then you'll be able to tell just how hard of hearing she really is." So, the man goes home 

eager to test his wife’s hearing. He walked in the door and asked, "Honey, what's for 

dinner?" He didn't hear an answer, so he moved a little closer. "Honey, what's for 

dinner?" Still, no answer. He repeated this several times, until finally he was just a foot 

away and he yelled, “Honey what’s for dinner!” She answered, “For the 10
th

 time, I said 

we’re having meat loaf!" 

 

Who’s the deaf person here?  All of us are meant to relate to the deaf person in the 

gospel.  At times perhaps, we don’t hear the voice of God very clearly. 

 

And as a Christian our sense of hearing is most important.  We all have 5 senses: seeing, 

smelling, tasting, touching and hearing.  And the most important sense we have is our 

hearing so that we can hear the Good News of the gospel proclaimed.  There is a reason 

we have two ears, but only one mouth.  It is far more important to listen, than to speak. 

 

It may come as a surprise to us, but there are many people in our culture who have not 

really heard the Good News proclaimed.  They really don’t know the love of God in their 

hearts.  Why?  Why do we have so many spiritually deaf people? –Because like the deaf 

man in the gospel, we live in the Decapolis.  The Decapolis was pagan territory.  It was 

outside of Jerusalem, outside of the sphere of Jewish influence.  In many ways we live in 

a Decapolis, a very secularized culture that has removed all references to God. 

 

Not only this, but in our secular culture is noisy and offers us constant diversion and so 

we live our lives on the outside, caught up in externals.  God though speaks in our 

interior life inspiring thoughts, feelings, and desires, but we don’t hear his voice because 

we are caught up in the eternal world.  They say we live the entertainment age.  It’s like 

living in a casino environment where there are constant sounds, lights, bells, and 

whistles. 

 

I remember some time ago on an airplane this young man was sitting next to me and from 

the moment we boarded the plane he was plugged into something.  He had his head 

phones in, then he opened his lap top and watched a movie, then once he closed his lap 

top he got out his I-POD and was listening to music - constant sensual stimulation. 

 

In order for the deaf man to be healed, Jesus took him off by himself away from the 

Decapolis.  We too have to get away from the Decapolis.  Silence is so important for our 

spiritual life.  We are blessed in this parish with an Adoration chapel.  It is an oasis of 

peace.  Even in our own homes finding this silence is possible.  Jesus invites us, “Go to 

your inner room and close the door and pray to your Father in secret.” 



 

Did you notice in the gospel to heal the deaf man, Jesus put his finger in the man’s ear. 

The deaf man was literally plugged into Jesus.  That’s a good question for us:  “What are 

we plugged into?”  The reality is God has given us a free will and the Lord is not going to 

shout over the TV or our headphones.  But if we have ears to hear we will find that God 

is always there, waiting for us, speaking to us. 

 

As we start a new school year, there are so many opportunities here at our parish to plug 

into the Lord and hear the Good News.  Adults, please consider attending the Christ 

Renews his Parish weekend coming up in October.  The men’s retreat weekend is Oct 3
rd

 

and 4
th

 and the women’s October 17
th

 and 18
th

.  This is a great opportunity to retreat away 

from the Decapolis and hear anew the Good News of the gospel.  We also have our 

Tuesday morning bible study starting up this week.  They will be studying the book of 

James.  The School of Faith is offering a great class this fall on Wednesday from noon – 

1pm on Christianity and Islam.  I personally want to take this class.  With the rise of ISIS 

and all the things happening in the Middle East, I want to know more about Islam. 

 

Finally, for high schoolers, I have Good News.  Our youth ministers are going to be 

offering a new religion class on Wednesday evenings called 2-4-2, named after Acts 

2:42.  This fall they are going to focus on a 9 week Great Bible Adventure for teens.  

Since I’ve arrived here at St. Michaels it has been on my heart to offer something more 

for high school students outside of youth group.  I graduated from Blue Valley High 

School but throughout high school I went to religion class on Wednesday night at Holy 

Rosary Wea.  None of us would be satisfied with an eighth grade understanding of math 

or science and none of us should be satisfied with an 8
th

 grade understanding of our faith.  

This is so important – please take advantage of this opportunity to hear the Good News 

and to get “plugged into Jesus!” 

 

Once the deaf man’s ears were opened, his tongue was loosed and he began proclaiming 

all that God did in his life. What we are witnessing is really the process of evangelization:  

we must first listen, our ears must be opened to the Good News, and then we are called to 

go forth and proclaim God’s mighty deeds. 


