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On September 22, 1993, it was a foggy morning around Mobile, Alabama.  A tug boat was 

traveling through a large bayou.  There was a long railroad bridge that spanned that bayou.  The 

tugboat accidently pushed a barge into the bridge. 

 

In the fog and darkness, no one could see the extent of the damage to the bridge.  Minutes later 

an Amtrak train carrying 220 passages came racing across the bridge going 70 miles an hour.  

The bridge collapsed and the locomotives pulling the train and the first four passenger cars 

plunged into the alligator infested bayou -57 people perished.   

 

Helicopters came to help rescue victims.  One rescue stands out.  Gary and Mary Jane Chancey 

were in one of the railcars that plunged into the bayou and their railcar began filling with water.  

They were with their daughter, Andrea, who was 11 years old.  Andrea was born with cerebral 

palsy and was completely helpless.  She needed help to do the most routine things in her life.  As 

the helicopter hovered over their rail car, rescue workers witnessed the parents pushing their 

helpless daughter through the window into the hands of rescue workers as the railcar filled with 

water.  Their daughter was saved, but the parents were overcome by the inrushing water and 

drowned. 

 

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might 

not perish but might have eternal life.  For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 

the world, but that the world might be saved through him.”  (John 3:16-17) 

 

God came on a rescue mission.  Like Andrea, all of us have imperfections.  We are sinners and in 

justice we deserved condemnation, but mercy gives us what we do not deserve.  God did not 

come to condemn the world but to save the world.  This is the core of the Good News.  First 

God’s love is global!  God loves all people!  Notice, Jesus didn’t come to save a select group of 

people.  He didn’t come to just be the savior of the Jews.  He came to save the world.  God’s 

love is universal, but it is also personal. 

 

Knowing God loves all people doesn’t really satisfy us.  When I go to the school lunch room and 

sit down with the children, you know what the first question is that the kids ask?  “What’s my 

name?  What’s my name?”  They each want to be known personally.  God knows us and loves us 

personally.  That’s what our hearts desire.   God’s love for us is like Gary and Mary Jane 

Chancey’s love for their daughter, Andrea.  They sacrificed their lives to save their daughter.  

Have you ever thought about this:  Jesus was thinking about you when he was on the cross.?  He 

gave his life for you. 

 



In Galatians 2:20, St. Paul says Jesus loved me and gave himself up for me!  Noticed Paul has 

personalized it.  St. Augustine puts it: "God loves each one of us as if there were only one of us 

to love."  What is our response to God’s love? 

 

Number 1:  God wants our trust!  Come out of the darkness!  “The Light came into the world, 

but people preferred darkness to light, because their works were evil.  For everyone who does 

wicked things hates the light and does not come toward the light, so that his works might not be 

exposed.”  When we sin and do wicked things, what do we do?  We hide.  Why?  Because we 

really don’t trust in God’s mercy.  We are afraid of condemnation.  Deep down we fear being 

rejected.  How often do we start thinking, “If people really knew who I was and all that I’ve 

done, they would not love me?” 

 

There is a saying in the 12-step program, “We are only as sick as our secrets.”  If we are sick and 

go to the doctor, in order to be healed we have to show the doctor our wounds.  If we hide them, 

how can the doctor heal us?  Jesus is the Divine Physician.  It is in the sacrament of 

reconciliation that we come out of the darkness and show our wounds to Jesus.  And we are met 

not with condemnation but with mercy.  The gospel says, “people preferred darkness to light.”  

The first step toward coming to the light is a desire to let go of the darkness.  If we don’t even 

desire to change, that must be our prayer!  Lord, give me a desire to let go of this sin in my life. 

 

Second, God wants our faith.  The gospel says, “Whoever believes in him will not be 

condemned.”  What does it mean to believe?  We can erroneously think belief simply means an 

intellectual assent.  “Yes, I believe in my mind that Jesus is real.”  God wants more than just an 

intellectual assent.  He wants our hearts.  Belief is meant to impact the way we live our lives. 

 

If you saw a man smoking a cigarette and he said, “I believe smoking is bad.”  You would say, 

“Ok, on an intellectual level he knows smoking is bad.”  But, that belief hasn’t gone to his heart.  

It hasn’t changed his life.  That’s why St. James says, “Faith without works is dead.”  Our belief 

is meant to impact the way we live our lives. 

 

I want to share my own witness of faith.  There have been 2 times in my own life that I’ve gone 

through a crisis of faith.  The first was when I was in the seminary.  The first year of seminary, 

you study Philosophy.  In Philosophy, you ponder all the ultimate questions:  How do I know 

what’s real?  How do I know God exists?  I found myself thrown into doubts.  What do I really 

believe? 

 

It is often through struggle that we grow.  Faced with doubts of faith, I learned these basic things: 

(1) faith is a gift.  We have to pray for faith.  Remember the man in the gospel that comes to 

Jesus and says, “Lord, help my unbelief.”  That can be our basic prayer: “Lord, help my 

unbelief.”  Secondly, you got fake it till you make it!  I kept doing what I knew was right.  

Winton Churchill said, “If you’re going through hell, you don’t stop.  You keep going.”  I kept 

going!  My doubts also led me into a deeper quest for the trust.  I discovered we have a lot of 

brilliant people in the church who have written proofs for God’s existence.  One of the most 

basic is the argument from causality.  You and I did not will ourselves into existence.  We were 

caused by someone else:  our parents.  They in-turn were caused by their parents.  There cannot 

be an infinite regression of causality.  There had to be a first cause.  We have never witnessed 



something pop into existence from nothing, so there had to be creator.  Ultimately, we have a 

fundamental decision:  are we going to believe that we are the result of some random chance and 

have no purpose or that God created us and has a plan and purpose for our lives. 

 

The second crisis of faith I had was when I was a priest.  I found myself feeling like my faith was 

weak and that God was absent.  What I discovered was underlying this was a spirit of self-

condemnation.  This is the way I was thinking:  You have to believe to be saved.  My belief is 

weak.  Therefore, I won’t be saved.  Once I recognized this underlying fear of rejection and 

condemnation my doubts were dispelled.  The devil doesn’t want us to believe in this good news 

that Jesus did come to condemn but to save. 

 

Third:  Our response to God’s love sets us on mission!  If I go to a great new restaurant or see an 

amazing movie or read an awesome book?  What do I do?  I tell someone!  I can’t keep it to 

myself.  Our response to Divine Love sets us on mission.  This is our call to evangelize.  Once 

we discover salvation, the light, the gift of eternal life, we want other people to share in it. 

 

Finally, our encounter with God’s love, leads us to thanksgiving.  That’s why we are here.  The 

word Eucharist means, “Thanksgiving.”  We so often focus on ourselves.  What I am getting out 

of this?  We’re not here for ourselves, we’re here to give thanks!  Jesus came on a rescue 

mission.  He died for you and me.  We gather to give our worship and thanks! 


