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Congratulations to all our Catechumens and Candidates and welcome to your family and 

friend who have gathered to celebrate with you.  You have worked hard over these past 7 

months to learn the faith.  It is important to know the faith.  St. Thomas Aquinas says we 

cannot love what we do not know.  But RCIA is not just an intellectual journey, it’s also a 

journey of the heart whereby a person grows deeper in love with Jesus.  I’ve been 

inspired by your faith, and your thirst to follow Christ in an even deeper way.  Tonight, 

you are going to receive the out-pouring of the Holy Spirit in Confirmation and your love 

for Jesus is going to be set ablaze.  We are going to have new Catholics on fire with the 

Holy Spirit.  I’ve witnessed before sometimes our converts make the best Catholics.  

Congratulations to all of you. 

 

This past January, I was blessed to take a trip to the Holy Land.  What’s unique about this 

pilgrimage is you are literally walking in the footsteps of Jesus.  We went to Bethlehem 

where Jesus was born and Nazareth where he grew up and to the sea of Galilee where 

Jesus performed most of his public ministry and then we spent considerable time in 

Jerusalem where Jesus suffered, died, and rose from the dead.  It was for this purpose that 

Jesus came! 

 

There was an experience on the trip that was really traumatic.  We had two local two 

guides on the trip, Jack and Usama.  They were both Palestinian Christians in their 50’s.  

We were in Nazareth and Jack had just finished giving a presentation on the Church of 

the Annunciation which is built over Mary’s house where the Angel Gabriel appeared to 

her.  As we were walking up to see the ruins of the only carpentry shop in Nazareth, Jack 

collapsed.  He stopped breathing and he had no pulse.  Katie Cummings was on the trip 

and she just happened to be a cardiac nurse.  Within seconds Katie began chest 

compressions.  The entire group began praying the Hail Mary.  I was overcome with 

emotion as I thought that I was going to witness someone die right in front of me.  I 

didn’t have my holy oils with me to anoint him, so I just prayed over him the prayer of 

absolution.  After what seemed to be about 2 minutes, Jack suddenly opened his eyes and 

started breathing.  He was dead and was brought back to life! 

 

Now there is an interesting back story to this little miracle.  We were to leave for the 

Holy Land on Sunday January 21st and Katie Cummings was not scheduled to be on the 

trip.  That Sunday morning another one of the pilgrims woke up sick and decided she 

could not make the trip.  Katie’s husband Frank was signed up to go and they got the call 

Sunday morning:  I know this is a long shot, but would Katie want to take my place on 

the trip?  The plane leaves in about 8 hours, so you have to make a quick decision.  Katie 

decided to go.  God wanted her on that trip.  There are no coincidences just divine 

providence.  Jack was taken to the hospital but was released 24 hours later.  They 

couldn’t find anything wrong.  We started calling him Lazarus! 

 



As miraculous as it is to see someone die and come back to life there is a big difference 

between a resuscitation and the resurrection of Jesus.  It was a miracle when Lazarus was 

raised back to life, but Lazarus eventually died again.  We thought it was miraculous that 

Jack came back to life.  But Jack too will die again. 

 

Here’s the difference, when Jesus rose from the dead, he conquered death and death now 

has no more power over him.  Jesus will never die again.  Christ is alive!  We don’t just 

gather here to remember an event 2000 years ago, but to celebrate that Christ is alive and 

present here and now.  And that Jesus wants us to share in his victory.  He wants to 

conquer sin and death in us. 

 

One of the most moving Masses we had on the Holy Land trip was at the tomb of Jesus 

inside the Church of the Holy Sepulcher.  After we celebrated Mass, our entire pilgrim 

group got to go inside the tomb.  You can only fit about 4 people inside the tomb at once.  

That night at dinner, Sr. Mary Grace said something profound.  She said as she emerged 

from the empty tomb, she had a keen awareness that after having just received Jesus in 

Communion that Christ rose from the tomb again in her!  This is so important!  When we 

leave here tonight Christ will be alive and risen in us!  

 

How does this happen?  The gateway to Eternal Life is baptism.  The bible is very clear:  

1 Peter 3:20 says, “Baptism saves you now.”  All of the Old Testament readings we heard 

tonight are pointing to baptism.  In Exodus, Moses led the Hebrew people out of their 

slavery in Egypt by passing through the waters of the Red Sea.  This is an image of 

baptism!  We are set free from our slavery to sin by passing through water.  Isaiah cries 

out, “Come to the Water!”  We are coming to the water tonight – the waters of baptism.  

Ezekiel says, “I will sprinkle clean water upon you to cleanse you from all your 

impurities.”  

 

Paul reminds us in Romans that in baptism we die with Christ and rise with him to new 

life.  We will witness tonight the dying and rising of Christ in those who will be baptized.  

When you are plunged down into the waters of baptism you will die to your sins.  Your 

sins will be washed away, and you will rise from that font to new life.  Jesus will be alive 

and Risen in your soul. 

 

Now, our candidates are already baptized.  First, we thank God for your parents and 

families who brought you up in the Christian faith.  They brought you to font of baptism 

and you are already children of God.  But you too a week ago experienced in a real way 

Jesus being raised to life in you.  It was a week ago that you made your first confession.  

It was there that you encountered the Mercy of God and Jesus touched your soul.  You 

died again to all the sins after your baptism and you were raised to new life.  Jesus is 

alive and risen in you! 

 

Finally, tonight we will encounter the Risen Lord in Holy Communion.  Jesus said, my 

flesh is true food and my blood is true drink.  When we receive Holy Communion we are 

accepting the Risen Lord into our lives.  It is in Communion that we experience a death 



and resurrection.  We die to self so that Christ might live in us.  St. Paul says, “Now it is 

not I who live but Christ who lives in me!”  Christ is alive in us through the Eucharist. 

 

You know what this means?  The scripture has been ringing in my ears these past 2 

weeks?  Philippians 4:13:  St. Paul says, “I can do all things through him who strengthens 

me!”  If Jesus is alive and risen in us, we can do all things!  Alone I’m weak.  It’s our 

self-reliance that leads us to feeling overwhelmed, stressed, and worried.  But with Christ 

all things are possible. 

 

As we leave here tonight, we celebrate Jesus is risen.  He is alive.  He’s alive and risen in 

us and we go forth to bear witness to the joy of the resurrection.   


