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Happy Mother’s Day weekend to all of our mothers!  Some time ago, there was an article 

in the Los Angeles Times about Howard Maxwell and his four year old daughter, 

Melinda.  Melinda loved the story of the Three Little Pigs.  Not only did she like the story 

but she became fixated on the story.  Every time her father came around, Melinda wanted 

him to read it to her.  Finally, Melinda’s father got sick and tired of the story. 

 

So, Melinda’s father, being both modern and inventive, got a tape recorder, recorded the 

story, and taught Melinda how to turn it on.  He told Melinda, every time you want to 

hear this story just push play on the tape recorder.  He thought he had solved his problem. 

 

But it lasted less than a day. Soon Melinda came to her father, holding out "The Three 

Little Pigs" and asking him to read.  Somewhat impatiently, her father said, "Melinda, 

you have the tape recorder, and you know how to turn it on!"  The little girl looked up at 

her father with her big eyes and said, "Yes, daddy, but I can't sit on its lap!" 

 

What Melinda craved was that human connection.  Now, this sounds like something only 

fathers would do!  Mothers wouldn’t think of doing something like this!  We thank our 

mother’s today for the time and attention that they give to us.   

 

Not only do children desire that human connection and as it turns out, so do mothers.  I 

heard a radio survey this week about what mother’s want most for mother’s day.  

Topping the chart well above chocolates or perfume was number (1) time with their 

family.  Number two was a clean house! 

 

I’m guessing number three might be:  obedient children.  I know my mom would have 

been much happier if we would have listened to her!  Number two and three probably go 

together.  Moms would have a clean house if their children would obey and clean up their 

rooms and do the dishes! 

 

The gospel today reminds us that not only do we show love for our parents by our 

obedience, but we also show our love for God through the virtue of obedience.  Jesus 

says, “Remain in my love.  If you keep my commandments, you will remain in my love, 

just as I have kept my Father’s commandments.” 

 

Keep the commandments!  Often we might look at the commandments as burdensome, 

limiting my personal freedom, or perhaps putting a damper on my fun!  In actuality, Jesus 

told us this so, “that my joy may be in you and your joy may be complete.”  Following 

the commandments will be the path to joy and life.  Rather than being a burden the 

commandments are blessing.  They are God’s fatherly instruction for our happiness. 

 

Think of parents who tell their children, “You can’t play with matches.”  “You can’t ride 

your bike in the street.”  “You can’t eat candy for breakfast.”  Children may begin to 

whine and complain, “My parents are so mean!  They don’t let me do anything!  They 



limit my freedom.”  When in actuality, the parents have given these commandments out 

of love.  They don’t want their kids to burn down the house, or get run over in the street 

and they want their kids to be healthy and happy.  So too with God!  God wants us to be 

healthy and happy, to have joy, and so he gives us the commandments as a gift and 

blessing. 

 

Jesus goes on further and says not only will keeping the commandments result in our joy, 

but it will lead to friendship with God.  Jesus says, “You are my friends if you do what I 

command you.”  Can you imagine if I came up to you and said, “You can be my friend if 

you do what I command you!”  Doesn’t sound like a recipe for winning friends! 

 

But now think of this – what if the person that said that knew you better than you know 

yourself.  And what if he only willed your good and always wanted what was best for 

you?  That’s the case with Jesus.  He knows us and loves us and only wills our good so 

we can trust to do whatever he asks of us. 

 

Jesus doesn’t want us to be slaves fearing him as master, but is inviting us into a trusting 

friendship. 

 

Historically, I was reading that Roman Emperors & Eastern Kings had very select groups 

of men called “friends of the king or friends of the emperor.”  “At all times they had 

access to the king:  they had even the right to come to his bedchamber at the beginning of 

the day.  He talked to them before he talked to his generals, his rulers, and his statesmen.  

The friends of the king . . . . had the closest and the most intimate connection with him.”  

(St. John’s Gospel by Stephen Ray, p. 284) 

 

William Barclay said, “Jesus called us to be his friends.”  “That is a tremendous offer.  It 

means that no longer do we need to gaze longingly at God from afar off; we are not like 

slaves who have no right whatever to enter into the presence of the master; we are not 

like a crowd whose only glimpse of the king is in the passing on some state occasion.  

Jesus gave us this intimacy with God, so that he is no longer a distant stranger, but our 

close friend.”  (The Gospel of John by William Barclay) 

 

We as Catholics are called to have this intimate personal friendship with Jesus Christ. 

 

What mother’s want most is family time – to be in close relationship with their spouse 

and children.  And isn’t that what God wants too?  He desires intimate friendship with us.  

One way we honor our mother’s this weekend is by listening to them.  And this is also 

the way we honor God – by obedience to his commands.  And it will be in keeping the 

commandments that we will find joy and friendship with God. 


