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I have an important announcement to make this weekend at all the Masses, but before I 
do I want to make a few comments about the feast of Corpus Christi.  A few summers 
ago, I read a book called Jesus Shock by Peter Kreft.  In the book, Kreft says the biggest 
controversy of the Protestant Reformation was not the debate about faith and works.  It 
was not about scripture and tradition, or the papacy or Mary or the saints.  The biggest 
controversy centered around the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist.  This is still the 
biggest difference between Catholics and Protestants today. Either Jesus is truly present 
in the Eucharist or we are committing idolatry here because we worship the Blessed 
Sacrament. 
 
How do we know Jesus is truly present in the Eucharist?  We start with the words of 
Jesus himself.  Our gospel today has the words of Jesus at the Last Supper.  Jesus said, 
“This is my Body. This is my Blood.”  He didn’t say, “This is a symbol of my Body or 
this is represents my Blood.”  Then we have the word of Jesus in John chapter 6.  In John 
6 Jesus says, “My flesh is true food and my blood is true drink.” 3 times he repeated his 
teaching on his real presence in the Eucharist and 3 times the crowd murmured among 
themselves.  They said, “This teaching is hard who can accept it.”  Then do you know 
what John 6:66 says?  John 6:66 says, “Many of his disciples no longer followed him and 
returned to their former way of life.”  Many people could not accept Jesus’ preaching 
about his real presence in the Eucharist.  And then Jesus turned to his apostles and said, 
“Will you too leave me.”  Peter responded, “Lord to whom would we go, you have the 
words of Eternal life.” 
 
Perhaps we too struggle at times believing.  I remember a priest telling me in his RCIA 
there was a woman having a difficult time believing in Christ’s presence in the Eucharist. 
So he opened the scriptures for her.  He showed her the teaching of the Church Fathers 
for 2000 years, and still she was struggling.  Finally, the priest said, “I want you to go to 
the Adoration Chapel, where Jesus is truly present and ask Jesus for faith.”  Faith is a gift 
and we can ask Jesus, “Help my unbelief.”  It was only through prayer that this woman 
came to faith and was received into the Church. 
 
The opportunity to go to Mass is the greatest gift we have as Catholics.  I came across the 
story of Archbishop Dominic Tang who was imprisoned for 21 years in China.  After five 
years of solitary confinement in a windowless damp cell, the guards told him he would be 
given one hour outside of his cell and he could do whatever he wanted.  He could have a 
hot shower, a change of clothes, stretch his legs for a walk.  Without hesitation, the 
Archbishop said, “I want to celebrate Mass.” 
 
If only we had the desire and longing of Archbishop Tang to always appreciate the gift of 
the Mass.  One of the reasons we have this feast of Corpus Christi every year is to 
reawaken a love for the Mass and Eucharist.  We are so blessed in the United States to be 
able to come to Mass whenever we want, but how easily we can begin taking the Mass 
for granted.  A soccer game comes up so I miss mass or a weekend at the lake or I want 



to sleep in – and we find that so quickly we grow lukewarm in our faith.  Thankfully God 
is merciful and if we miss Mass God forgives us in the sacrament of reconciliation. 
 
It is so easy too in our culture to begin putting things before our Lord.  I’ve often thought, 
if we put a sign out on the road saying, “At all the Masses this weekend, we will be 
giving out $100 bills, we would have massive crowds of people!  But we have something 
greater than money – something beyond price – Jesus himself.  What do our hearts really 
desire? 
 
Sometimes our basic prayer has to be, “Grant me the desire to love you more!”  We come 
to Mass not as spectators but participants.  Now, to help our participation, I want to 
encourage all of us to arrive to Mass on time.  I understand that there at times 
unforeseeable problems:  we might have a child that has an accident as we are walking 
out the door to go to church or maybe you forgot 143rd street is now closed at Mission 
and you were late today.  But sometimes we can also get into bad habits – we can seem to 
always be running late.  Can you imagine if Jesus said to us, “Go and prepare the 
Passover.”  Wow, we would be excited that we are invited to the Last Supper.  This is the 
Last Supper!  Arrive early to make sure everything was ready for this exciting meal! 
 
Not only should we arrive on time, but it is important not to leave early!  It can become 
so common place in parishes to have a mass exodus after communion.  Again, there are 
times when emergencies come up:  I’m on call at the hospital, I have to get to the airport, 
etc but sometimes we can also get into a bad habit of always leaving early. 
 
I’ll never forget some years ago meeting a couple at a wedding and the couple told me, 
“We’re members of Most Pure Heart of Mary.”  I had been pastor there about 5 years and 
I had never seen this couple.  They said, “We go to 7:30 am Mass every Sunday.”  So, the 
next Sunday at 7:30 am, I looked out and sure enough there they were.  But, then I looked 
up after Communion and they were gone.  And I thought no wonder I’ve never met them!  
Every Sunday they leave after Communion! 
 
Last words of encouragement:  let’s dress for the event.  Let me be the first to say, “I’m 
guilty of being too casual at times.”  A few years ago I got to go on a spiritual vacation 
with other priests up in the mountains of Italy.  We stayed in a town named Cortina.  
Well, it just so happened that while we were in Cortina Cardinal Tomko was also 
vacationing there. Cardinal Tomko worked in the Vatican and was one of Pope John Paul 
II’s right hand men.  He traveled the world with John Paul.  Well, the sisters who 
organized our trip arranged an opportunity for us to meet Cardinal Tomko so he could 
share some of his stories about working with Pope John Paul II.  So we gathered one 
evening and I thought, “You know I’m on vacation!” So, I showed up to meet the 
cardinal wearing my shorts and flip flops.  After he gave his talk we gathered for a 
picture with the cardinal and not once but twice he pointed to my flip flops and said “I do 
not like those shoes.”  Needless to say it was a very embarrassing moment!  We have 
someone far greater that a Cardinal here, we have Jesus himself. 
 



Now for the announcement!  After much prayer and discussion with our staff and parish 
council, we have decided upon a new Mass schedule.  I know that changing Mass times is 
a big change for parishioners.  Our largest Masses right now are the Saturday 5 pm and 
Sunday 10:30 am.  So, for those of you that like this time, we are not changing it.  In fact, 
we have decided to leave 4 of the 5 Masses at the same time.  Beginning Sunday 
September 13, our new Mass schedule will be Saturday at 5 pm and Sunday at 7:30, 9, 
10:30 and 5 pm.  We are moving the noon Mass to 5 pm. 
 
From the day I’ve arrived, one request that I have received over and over is for a Sunday 
evening Mass.  In some ways this was no surprise as all the surrounding Johnson County 
parishes offer a Sunday evening Mass.  To determine if this was indeed the preference of 
the majority of St. Michael parishioners, we did the parish wide survey last summer and 
almost half of the parishioners who responded indicated they would choose a Sunday 
evening Mass as their first or second choice. 
 
I’m hoping the Sunday evening Mass will be an opportunity to strengthen and enhance 
our youth ministry.  We are planning on providing a Sunday supper after the evening 
Mass followed by youth group.  We are also going to take this opportunity to expand our 
times for the sacrament of reconciliation.  We will begin having confessions prior to the 
Sunday evening Mass. 
 
Finally, we are currently planning to offer varied musical expressions at the Sunday 
evenings, including monthly “come-as-you-are” ensembles to sing “praise and worship” 
and “world music” as well as musical offerings from youth in our parish choirs and 
visiting school choirs and ensembles in which our parishioners are members.   
 
I’m personally excited about our new Mass schedule and see this as an opportunity to 
reach out and welcome new families to our parish.  Please join me in praying for a 
smooth transition this fall!  
 
 


