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Do you know the story of Jonah? God called Jonah and said:  Go to Nineveh and preach 

repentance.  So you know what Jonah did?  He went in the opposite direction!  He tried 

to run away from God.  He boarded a ship and storm came up on the sea and the sailors 

said, By the way, has anyone on board offended God?  Jonah said – whoops that may be 

me – I’m running from God.  They cried, “How could you do such a thing.”  And so they 

threw Jonah overboard.  The sea calmed down, Jonah was swallowed by a whale and 

after 3 days was coughed up on shore. 

 

Again God called Jonah to go and preach repentance to the Ninevites.  This time Jonah 

heeded the call of the Lord and went to Nineveh and preached repentance.  And the 

Ninevites repented and turned back to God. 

 

Here’s the Good News today:  just like God called Jonah and Simon and Andrew in the 

gospel, Jesus is calling you and me.  How do we respond?  Ideally like Simon and 

Andrew we drop our nets and immediately follow Jesus!  It’s good to ponder:  “What 

does the net represent in your life?  What must you let go of to follow Jesus with your 

whole heart? 

 

Perhaps for many of us our response to God’s call looks more like Jonah’s original 

response – we run the opposite direction!  If we are running from the Lord, the message 

this Sunday is stop running!  Stop making excuses!  Stop putting up resistance to the call 

of the Lord in your life. 

 

In my own personal life, I didn’t respond quickly, I had a lot of fears and doubts to 

overcome.  I was in the seminary for 5 years when I left the seminary and came back to 

KC and resumed working as an engineer.  I was meeting with a priest for spiritual 

direction and I told this priest – if I’m really called to be a priest then I have this list of 

things that need to accomplish before I’m ready.  I need to be a person of deeper prayer; I 

need to overcome this sin in my life, and on and on.  My spiritual director stopped me 

and said, “Brian by the time you scratch one of those things off your list you’ll add two 

more.”  “You can’t make yourself worthy of the priesthood; it’s a grace – a gift.”  God’s 

call in our life is a grace.  He doesn’t call us because we are deserving. 

 

In fact, God calls us despite our weaknesses.  As one priest told me once, God doesn’t 

call the equipped, he equips the called.  Jesus didn’t come into town and say – OK, who 

are the people that have it all together!  No, he called ordinary sinful fishermen.  He 

doesn’t call the equipped, he equips the called. 

 

Now, if you’re resisting God’s call, he’s not going to give up.  He’s going to keep calling.  

After Jonah resisted, God kept calling him.  Msgr. Mullen always said, God’s call in our 

life is like trying to push a rubber ball under water.  It will keep surfacing.  Pay attention 

to what keeps bobbing up in your life. 

 



What happens when we do respond and follow the call of the Lord?  We find our identity.  

We find meaning and purpose in our life.  Did you notice in the bible that often when 

God called people they received a new name?  Abram became Abraham, Saul became 

Paul, Simon became Peter.  Why did they receive a new name?  Because our identity 

comes from the mission God gives us.  We discover who God created us to be when we 

follow the call of Jesus in our life. 

 

In many ways, the readings this weekend are ideal as we kick off Catholics Schools 

week.  The whole reason we have a Catholic School system is to help form disciples of 

Jesus Christ.  We want to help our children hear the call of Jesus and become the people 

God has created them to be. 

 

We are so blessed to have Mike Cullinan as our principal and to have such a talented 

faculty.  Our students excel academically – the last time our students took the state 

assessments we achieved building wide standards of excellence across the board in 

English, Math, and Science.  But most importantly, we can infuse faith in all we do.  

Religion class is not just one subject among many, but our faith permeates all that we do.  

Whether we are in the lunch room, or on recess, or in the classroom, we can teach our 

children Catholic values, virtues, and faith.  We can pray with the children. 

 

My desire and hope is to do all that I can to grow the enrollment of our school.  Now, you 

might be thinking:  grow our school, I thought we were full!  When we first opened we 

had a waiting list, but as demographics have changed our enrollment has gone down.  

Our enrollment this year is 565 students but we could easily hold another 100 students.  

My understanding is that the sizes of kindergarten classes in the BV school district have 

also been down the last few years.  So, we need to get the word out that we no longer 

have a waiting list for our school. 

 

May I say too, that I understand there are reasons people choose public school.  There can 

be a lot of reasons: maybe transportation is an issue, or perhaps the particular needs of 

your child can better be met by the resources available in public school districts.  But, we 

want to do our part to welcome everyone that wants a Catholic education.  In the end, our 

goal is to get our kids to heaven.  And I believe the best way to reinforce the faith that is 

being taught at home is through Catholic Education.  There is a difference in imbuing a 

child in an environment of faith 7 hours a day 5 days a week and going to religious 

education class for 1 and half hours each week. 

 

We are also so blessed here at St. Michaels to be one of only 3 tithing parishes left in KC.  

This means we don’t have tuition at our school.  Finances should not be an obstacle to 

choosing Catholic Education.  But we ask all of our school families and parishioners to 

tithe to support our school and all the ministries at our parish.  We support our school, 

our religious education program, our youth ministry, and all of our parish ministries 

through the Sunday offertory.  This means we all have a stake in our school.  One of the 

most important things we do is hand on our faith to the next generation – so all of us have 

a vested interest in our youth.  If you’ve never been into our school building or would 



like a tour, please come over this weekend.  We are having an open house tomorrow for 

10 am – 2 pm to kick off Catholic Schools week. 

 

In closing, I want to especially thank all of our Catholic School teachers and also all 

those who volunteer to teach our youth in religious Ed.  We have so many dedicated 

parishioners and teachers who sacrifice to hand on the faith to the youth.  And thanks to 

all of our parishioners who support the mission of the church which is to go out and be 

fishers of men – to spread the good news, the gospel of Jesus Christ. 


