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Elizabeth Leseur is currently considered a Servant of God – which is the first step in the church 

toward canonization. Her life is currently being investigated for possible canonization. 

 

Elizabeth was born in 1866 in Paris France. She was part of a wealthy bourgeois French Catholic 

Family. Elizabeth fell in love with a man name Felix. There was one difficulty that arose prior to 

their marriage – Felix had given up practicing his Catholic faith and had fallen away from the 

church. Despite this Elizabeth married him. 

 

Felix was an educated man. He was a medical doctor. And not only did he stop practicing his 

faith but he became very anti-Catholic and immersed himself in atheistic literature. He even 

became the editor of an atheistic, anti-Catholic newspaper in Paris. Under constant persuasion he 

got his wife Elizabeth to begin reading some of his atheistic literature. But to his surprise, rather 

than leading her away from the church, it brought her to deeper conversion. She began seeking 

the truth with great fervor which led her to deepening her knowledge of the faith and her 

determination to become holy. 

 

Elizabeth was saddened that the one thing she held most valuable, her faith, was something she 

could not share with her husband. But she never tried to coerce her husband into coming back to 

the church. She just quietly continued to give witness to her faith in Christ by practicing her own 

faith and she began to fervently pray for her husband’s conversion. 

 

After Elizabeth died, Felix was going through his wife’s belongings and found her spiritual 

journal. He began to read it. He discovered a side of his wife that he never knew. She was a 

woman of intense faith and pleaded to God for the conversion of her husband. She even told 

God, “I am willing to accept any suffering necessary for the conversion of my husband.” And 

indeed she did suffer. The last two years of her life were spent battling breast cancer. Felix had 

always been struck by the strength of his wife in carrying the cross of cancer and now he was 

reading how she carried it for him. 

 

Reading his wife’s spiritual journal brought Felix to conversion. He returned to the Church and 

not only did he return to the church but he went on to become a Dominican priest and began to 

promote his wife’s writings and her cause for canonization. 

 

Elizabeth’s prayers and sacrifices brought her husband to conversion and faith in Jesus Christ.  

As we celebrate Epiphany today, we remember that just like the Magi, just like Felix, all of us 

are on journey.  What is the goal of our journey? –To come to faith in Jesus Christ – to see God 

face to face.   

 

What was it that led the Magi to Jesus?  The shining star!  The Magi followed the star and the 

star led them to Jesus.  Elizabeth was a shining star for her husband.  She led her husband Felix 

to Jesus through her prayers, sacrifices, and through her diary. 

 



On this feast of Epiphany it good for us to give thanks for all the stars in our lives: the people, 

the signs, and the experiences that lead and point us to Jesus.  In my own personal life, it was my 

parents who really led me to Jesus and handed on the faith to me.  Who are the stars in your life? 

 

It’s also good to ponder:  am I serving as a star for others?  Do I lead people to Jesus?  All of us 

by virtue of our baptism are called to evangelization – to witness to our faith in Christ and attract 

others to the Church. 

 

One of the sisters of the Apostles of the Interior Life told me once:  the only gospel some people 

will ever read is the way you live your life.  Our lives are meant to be a living gospel attracting 

people to Jesus.  We are each meant to be stars.  Think about this - there are over a billion 

Catholics in the world.  If we each just led one person to Jesus, think of how the world would be 

converted. 

 

Another question that our gospel answers is who is this Jesus that is the object of our faith?  All 

the Feasts of this Season of Christmas are meant to reveal to us who Jesus is.  In fact today’s 

feast is called Epiphany which means manifestation.  In a particular way the gifts that the Magi 

bring to Jesus reveal to us who Jesus is. 

 

Gold is for royalty – a gift for a king.  Jesus is Lord of lords and King of Kings.  Jesus wants to 

be Lord and King of your life.  Be not afraid to let Jesus reign in your life. 

 

Incense is used in the worship of God.  The gift of frankincense reveals to us that Jesus is true 

God.  In the person of Jesus God has visited his people.  Now we can see God, touch God, hear 

God.  He is Emmanuel which means, “God with us.” 

 

And myrrh is burial spice.  This foreshadows reveals why Jesus came.  He came for one purpose:  

to suffer and die for our salvation.  If we ever doubt how much Jesus loves us look at the cross.  

How much does Jesus love us?  He gave up everything to save us!  What brought Felix to 

conversion?  When he read Elizabeth’s diary, he realized how much she had suffered for him.  If 

we truly pondered all that Jesus suffered for us, it should convert us! 

 

One last detail in the gospel – it concludes that the Magi returned home by a different route.  

Once the Magi encountered Jesus their lives were forever changed.  Once you let Jesus into your 

life – he begins to define who you are and the way you live.  You are forever changed. 

 

Follow the stars that God gives you.  Be a star for others so that all of us might arrive at the goal 

of our faith journey – to encounter Jesus face to face. 


