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Do you know the story of Job?  Job was blessed by God.  He had great herds of animals, a 

beautiful wonderful family, everything a person could want.  And Satan comes to the Lord and 

says – I know why Job is such a holy man!  It’s because he has everything a man could want, but 

I guarantee if you take it away he will lose faith.  So, God allowed Job to be tested.  Job was 

struck with illness, he lost his flocks, and most devastating he lost his wife, children and family.  

You could say Job felt dumped on.  And yet he didn’t allow this affliction to bury him.  Job kept 

his faith and said, “God has given and God has taken away, blessed be the name of the Lord.”  

He persevered through the difficulties believing in God’s vindication. 

 

Perhaps the suffering we encounter will never compare to Job’s, but all of us will face the cross:  

physical illness and pain, the loss of a loved one, grief, the loss of a job, difficulties in our 

relationships, the list could go on and on.  How do we respond to suffering in our lives?  I want 

to share this morning the stories of three women and what helped them in the face of their 

suffering. 

 

The first woman I want to talk about is Mary Todd Lincoln, the wife of President Abraham 

Lincoln.  Recently, I just finished a biography of Abraham Lincoln called, “A Team of Rivals.”  

In the book, it recounted the inconsolable grief that overtook the Lincoln’s when their son Willie 

died of typhoid fever.  Mary grieved especially hard.  But you know what helped her out of her 

grief and suffering?  She began visiting the make-shift union hospitals where the wounded 

soldiers were.  She would bring flowers to them, read letters to them, and visit with them.  She 

sat by the beds of the sick and wounded soldiers and held the hands of dying men.  This service 

and love for others began to bring her out of her own misery. 

 

Karl Menninger, the great psychologist said, “Love cures people.”  If you are feeling depressed, 

sad, caught up in your own worries and problems, do something to focus on others.  Service, 

love cures people. 

 

The next two women and their stories I heard from Fr. Sipple who helped lead a retreat that I was 

on this past week.  Fr. Sipple the stories of two women he had encountered in his ministry.  He 

said one woman was very sensitive, depressed, and melancholic.  She believed her life was filled 

with affliction.  She grew up in a podunk town where the sun never shinned.  After her husband 

died she grew bitter, believing God was a taker, not a giver.   

 

She recounted a childhood story.  When she was a little girl an ice-cream man came to town.  

She begged her mother for 2 cents to buy ice-cream and was delighted when her mother gave her 

the money and she ran out the door.  All the neighborhood kids lined up.  The anticipation grew 

as she waited in line.  And finally there was just one boy ahead of her.  She heard the ice-cream 

man scraping the bottom of the ice-cream tin and as she stepped up he said, “Sorry, little girl 

there’s none left.’  She burst into tears and ran home.  “Mommy, mommy I didn’t get any ice-

cream.”  Her mother said in response, “What did you do with the two cents?”  “Give it back.”  

And the woman said, “That’s the story of my life.”  How sad.  She went through life hugging her 

wounds – brooding over the difficulties of her life.  Fr. Sipple said, in reality she had so many 



blessings.  She had a wonderful husband and beautiful children.  Fr. Sipple helped her to see the 

goodness of God and the many blessings of her life.  Gratitude was the key that brought her back 

to life.  St. Paul says, “In all circumstances give thanks.”  “In all circumstances,” even in the 

midst of our afflictions give thanks as we know God can bring something new out of our 

sufferings.  He can bring us to deeper faith.  He can make us realize our lives are in his hands.  

He can make us realize what’s most important in our lives. 

 

The second story Fr. Sipple shared was about a Vietnamese woman in his parish.  She lived a 

very hard life and was much acquainted with suffering.  She was one of the Vietnamese boat 

people.  On her journey out of Vietnam, her boat was intercepted by pirates and the pirates killed 

all the men on board including her husband.  By the grace of God, a UN boat rescued them and 

she made it to the US with her children.  One day Fr. Sipple saw the woman in the church alone 

praying before the crucifix and weeping.  Knowing the anguish she had suffered in her life, Fr. 

Sipple approached and said, “Are you OK?”  The woman replied, “Father, do not worry.  These 

are not tears of anguish.  I was moved as I realized all that Jesus suffered for me.  Then she said, 

“Jesus and I have grown very close.” 

 

“Jesus and I have grown very close.”  This is a third lesson we can learn in the face of suffering:  

remember that Jesus is with us in the midst of our suffering.  In fact our suffering can bring us 

closer to Jesus.  Don’t we see that in the gospel?  These suffering people were brought to Jesus.  

Their pain is what brought them to the door of the Lord.  Padre Pio said, “Where we find the 

cross there we find Christ.  And where we find Christ there we find the cross.”  The two go 

together. 

 

In the Sunday liturgy there is always a link between the first reading and the gospel.  The gospel 

this Sunday shows us God’s response to Job’s suffering.  Jesus came to heal us and cast out the 

demons and more important that physically healing us, he came to preach the Good News – to 

stir our hearts to a living faith. 

 

Next time you’re afflicted or feel like Job, remember what helped these three women in the face 

of their suffering.  First, service.  Mary Todd Lincoln came out of her grief and pain through 

service.  “Love cures people.” (Menninger)  Second, gratitude.  “In all circumstances give 

thanks.”  Being grateful can especially lift us out of our self-pity and re-focus us on the positive.  

And lastly, remember Jesus is with us.  “Where we find the cross there we find Christ.” (Padre 

Pio) God’s response to our suffering is to enter into it and redeem it.  Now our suffering takes on 

meaning if we join it to the cross of the Lord.  And it can be a way we grow closer to Jesus.  

Hopefully, like that Vietnamese woman we will be able to say, “Jesus and I have grown very 

close.” 


