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On September 10
th

 1946, Sr. Teresa boarded a train from Calcutta to Darjeeling in India. 

Somewhere on this ordinary journey, in the heat, in the noisy crowded car, something 

extraordinary happened. Sr. Teresa encountered the burning thirst and love of Jesus. 

After this experience Sr. Teresa had been given a new mission she had become Mother 

Teresa. 

 

In all of the chapels of the missionaries of charity you will find the words, “I thirst.” 

Mother Teresa’s understanding of these words was very simple – God not only accepts us 

with all our misery, but he longs for us, he thirsts for us, with all the intensity of his 

divine heart, no matter who we are and what we have done. 

 

Remember from the cross Jesus said, “I thirst.”  He was thirsting for souls – for you and 

me.  In the gospel today, Jesus is thirsty.  He says to the woman, “Give me a drink.”  He 

wasn’t thirsting for the water in that well.  St. Augustine said, “He was thirsting for her 

faith.” 

 

I was pondering this simple question this week:  How do we quench the thirst of God?  

Jesus wants our faith our belief.  When we take time to be with Jesus in prayer, we 

quench his thirst.  When we come to Mass with our worship and praise, we quench his 

thirst.  And then think of the life of Mother Teresa.  She quenched the thirst of Jesus by 

picking up the dying and caring for them, by feeding the hungry, by sheltering the 

homeless.  She said, “The Christ in me serves the Christ in you.”  We quench the thirst of 

Jesus when we practice the corporal works of mercy. 

 

Mother Teresa wrote in her spiritual Testament that everything about the Missionaries of 

Charity was intended to quench the thirst of Jesus.  

 

When we hear that Jesus thirsts for us, perhaps our response might be:  who me?  I’m a 

sinner! How could God thirst for me?  This is the beauty of this scripture:  it shows us 

how Jesus thirsts especially for sinners. 

 

Remember Jews made a point of traveling around Samaritan towns.  Jews avoided 

Samaritans.  They were considered unclean.  Jesus though didn’t avoid the Samaritan 

town.  He went through it.  He came seeking out this woman.  Jesus loves sinners.  He 

seeks out the marginalized.  He doesn’t avoid outcasts.  Why did Jesus tell Mother Teresa 

to go to the poorest of the poor in India?  Because Jesus thirsts for those who are 

abandoned, for those whom no one loves. 

 

How do we know the woman at the well was a sinner?  The gospel says it was about 

noon.  In biblical times women would normally come to draw water either in the early 

morning or in the evening.  Why?  It was the coolest time of the day.  Not only this, but 

the well was a gathering place, a social place.  Women would come together to draw 

water.  This woman came alone in the heat of the day.  What does this tell us about this 

woman?  Even among the Samaritans she was an outcast, a public sinner, a woman of ill 



repute.  She had had 5 husbands and was living with another.  She came alone to the well 

in the heat of the day figuring no one else would be there.  Sometimes that’s precisely 

when we encounter Christ – in the loneliness and isolation caused by our own sin. 

 

Notice though that Jesus doesn’t begin with any sort of condemnation.  He doesn’t first 

confront her about all these broken relationships.  How does he begin?  He first offers her 

life.  I can give you living water.  This is important – we all know people who have fallen 

away or maybe estranged from Jesus.  We probably won’t get very far bringing them 

back if we first confront them with their sin or come across as condemning.  We have to 

begin with an invitation – to life – to truth – to joy. 

 

What does Jesus want to do?  He wants to awaken a thirst in this woman.  He wants to 

make her to get in touch with the emptiness she feels.  He wants to get her thinking – 

what is really going to fulfill the deepest longings of my heart?  He wants her to see that 

this well is not fulfilling or quelling her deepest thirst. 

 

What ultimately does the well represent?  All the false gods with which we try to quench 

our thirst for God.  Rather than looking to God, we pursue money, pleasure, power, the 

esteem of others.  And none of it ultimately fulfills us so we have to go to the well over 

and over again.  Jesus is saying to her stop trying to quench your thirst by the things of 

this world.  This is a good question for all of us:  What is the well in our life?  Do we 

thirst for God? 

 

Now, one closing point:  In the Old Testament the well was often the place where you 

met your wife.  Jacob met his wife Rachel at the well.  Moses met his wife Zipporah at a 

well.  Jesus meets the Samaritan woman – at the well.  What’s happening here?  Jesus is 

proposing spiritual marriage to the woman. 

 

This is God’s whole plan of salvation for us:  God wants to wed his people.  Jesus wants 

to awaken our thirst for Him.  Jesus in the bridegroom and the Church is his bride and our 

destiny is the wedding feast of the lamb where Christ the new Adam will wed his bride 

the Church. 

 

The catechism of the Catholic Church puts this so beautifully:  our union with God is the 

union of two thirsts – God is thirsting for us – and we thirst for God.  God is thirsting for 

us and wants to awaken our thirst for Him.  We like the woman are called to leave our 

buckets behind.  We are called to abandon the well that cannot satisfy and accept Jesus’ 

invitation to spiritual marriage.  Jesus wants to give us living water.  He wants to quench 

our deepest longings and this water will well up in us to eternal life. 


