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St. Michael the Archangel 

Catholic Parish 

14251 Nall Avenue      †      Leawood, KS  66223      †      (913) 402-3900 

 

Dear Future Bride and Groom, 
 
Congratulations! You are embarking on a journey in Christ toward a union of heart and soul. 
It is a tremendous step you are undertaking; and now begins the preparations to fortify a 
sound foundation to build on for eternity. 
 
This journey is a winding road and you will be amazed at how quickly your wedding day 
arrives. With the proper attitude, your marriage preparation process can be as fulfilling as the 
festivities of the wedding day itself. Your personal outlook will play an important role in this 
fulfillment. Be serious, but relaxed and open. You stand on a threshold and will soon open the 
door to learning and understanding many new things about your future spouse, even if you 
think you know…all there is to know. 
 
The celebration of marriage is a very special time for you, your family, and friends, as well as 
for this parish community. It is an occasion of great joy and we all look forward to your 
wedding day. You are not alone. 
 
In the Catholic Church there is no such thing as a private liturgy; all liturgies are communal. 
Just as your lives touch and affect others, so will your wedding. As you prepare the liturgy, 
never underestimate the impact your wedding will have on those who gather to celebrate with 
you. Married couples will recall and in some degree renew their own commitment; couples 
experiencing a difficult marriage will be inspired to make a fresh commitment; and young 
people planning to marry will experience the dignity and sacredness of your liturgy and strive 
to model their own from yours. Your marriage liturgy will touch the lives of all present and 
invite them to a renewed and deepened faith. 
 
We join with you in the celebration of your engagement and future wedding. This parish, your 
priests, and parish staff, are here to support and assist you in preparations for your wedding 
day and for every day that follows as journey to live out your marriage covenant continues. 
 
May the Lord, who has begun this good work in you, bring it to fulfillment! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
 
 

 
 
Father Brian Schieber     
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Prayer for the Engaged Couple 
 

 
May almighty God bless you. 

 

May He keep you close to him and to one another. 

 

May He make you generous in giving and humble in receiving. 

 

May He enable you to communicate your joys, 

sufferings, desires and hopes. 

 

May He give you a love that will forget self 

and live for each other. 

 

May He grant you love and happiness, 

peace and joy, 

and strength in trials, 

all the days of your life together. 

 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

 

Amen. 
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Preparing for Marriage vs. Preparing for Wedding 
As you begin the “marriage preparation” process you might automatically think of “wedding planning” and all the 
details of the ceremony. Yes, you are preparing for your wedding day, but you are also preparing for marriage itself, 
the lifetime commitment you are about to make. For that reason, in this exciting journey, we will first look at: Part 
One,  Marriage Preparation  After completion, we will move on to Part Two, Wedding Preparation 

 

Who’s Who? 

We’ve got a great team here at St. Michael the Archangel to assist you in preparing for the special day of your  
wedding. Also, remember that you, the bride and groom, are the ones getting married.  It is only fitting that all  
correspondence, in-person visits, phone calls, emails, etc. come from you, not family, friends, or wedding  
consultants. 

 
 Priest – You will meet multiple times with the priest preparing you for marriage. However, you are  

always free to schedule an appointment, either together or individually, to speak with him. 
 
 
 Pastoral Ministry Coordinator— Our parish Pastoral Ministry Coordinator will assist the priest in  

guiding you through the required Marriage Preparation process, including completion of necessary courses and 
paperwork required for Archdiocesan approval. 
 

  
Liturgy Coordinator— Once all of your Marriage Preparation is complete, our parish Liturgy Coordinator will 
assist the priest and couple in Wedding Preparation, including day-of liturgical details, such as readings,  
processional details, traditional and cultural adaptations etc.  
 

  
Music Director – Our parish Music Director will assist you in making arrangements for your wedding  
music. All music chosen for the wedding liturgy must meet the criteria set forth later in this book and receive  
approval of the Music Director.  

 
 
 Wedding Coordinator — Our parish will provide a Wedding Coordinator that will be 

present at the church for the rehearsal and on the wedding day to make sure that the  
liturgy runs smoothly.  

 
 
 Personal Wedding Consultant – You are welcome to hire an additional consultant to 

assist the St. Michael staff, however the Priest and Wedding Coordinator will conduct both the rehearsal and  
day-of ceremony proceedings. 

 
 

S t .  M i c h a e l  t h e  A r c h a n g e l   
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Marriage as a Sacrament 
 Marriage is one of the seven sacraments given to the Church by Jesus Christ. A sacrament is a  

sacred ritual instituted by Christ in which the grace of God is given to us in a special way.  
 
 The Church recognizes the marriage between a Catholic and another baptized Christian as being a  

celebration of the sacrament of marriage.  In the sacrament of marriage, the bride and the groom  
freely enter into a lifetime commitment of fidelity to each other and to the raising of children.  

 
 When this commitment is made publicly before a priest and two witnesses, God creates a permanent 

bond between the spouses such that they are no longer two but one. Through the sacramental grace of 
marriage God strengthens the spouses to aid them in living out this commitment. 

 
 Before any Catholic marriage may take place, the priest must obtain permission for the couple from the 

Archdiocese. This permission may be requested after appropriate preparation has been completed. 
 

Natural Marriage 
 
 Since a sacrament can only take place between two Christians, the marriage of a Catholic and a  

Catechumen/Non-Christian person is not the sacrament of marriage but rather is called a natural  
marriage.  

 
 Catholics are not permitted to marry non-Christians without an exception (called a dispensation) being 

granted by the Archbishop. The priest must request the necessary dispensation for you. 
 
 For those not Catholic who would like to learn more about the Catholic faith of your future spouse, you 

may consider attending the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (R.C.I.A.). The R.C.I.A. is attended by 
those non-Catholics wanting to learn more about the Catholic faith, as well as those who are interested in 
becoming Catholic. 
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Cohabitation 
For a marriage to be valid, it must be entered into freely by both parties.  Living together before marriage can 
seriously jeopardize your ability to validly enter marriage. 
 
Moving in with your fiancé means surrendering your independence and freedom and jeopardizing your ability 
to have a true courtship.  What happens if one person begins to have reservations or doubts prior to marriage?  
If you have moved in together, it’s not so easy to step back and look at things objectively.  In addition, cohabit-
ing can increase pressure on a couple to go through with marriage when one or both people may not be ready.  
It’s easy to think, “We are already living as a married couple, why not make it official?”  Likewise, since you are 
living together, outside pressures can increase as other people presume that you will get married.  
 
In addition, we are called to avoid the near occasions of sin. Living a chaste life before marriage is not easy.  It 
is even harder to avoid temptation against chastity if you are living under the same roof with your fiancé.  Final-
ly, you want your wedding day to be a celebration of the beginning of your life together.  If you are already liv-
ing as though you were married then you’ve robbed yourself of some of the joy that is supposed to make your 
wedding day special. 
 
If you are living together at the time you begin marriage preparation the priest will likely ask you to move apart 
until your wedding day.  While this may be difficult, it will be a great blessing to your future marriage and will 
make your wedding day much more meaningful.  If a couple cannot or will not move apart prior to their wed-
ding day, they should at least refrain from sexual relations appropriate to marriage. 
 
Finally, a person who engages in sexual relations with someone to whom they are not yet married commits an 
objectively serious (mortal) sin and, if a Catholic, is not able to receive the Eucharist again until they attend the 
Sacrament of Penance and resolve to avoid this sin. For this reason, at St. Michael the Archangel we do not cel-
ebrate the Rite of Marriage Within Mass for a couple that is cohabiting, even if both parties are Catholic, since 
neither spouse would be able to receive the Eucharist, but rather the Rite of Marriage Without a Mass. 
 
Please speak with a priest if you would like any guidance, clarification, or help with this or any matter that you 
think may keep you from properly preparing for your marriage. 
 

Final Thoughts 

We hope this booklet assists you in beginning your preparation for marriage and for the planning of your wed-
ding liturgy. The Church is here to help you during this special time and will be here to help you  
throughout your married lives. May God continue to bless the good work He has begun in you. 
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STEP ONE 

 

Marriage Preparation 
-Marriage Courses, FOCCUS Inventory, NFP, Couple’s Checklist 
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What’s What? 
The next page is a checklist to guide you along the way and make sure you are on track for the big day! 
Below you’ll find explanations for these key components of the Marriage Preparation Process. 

 
FOCCUS/Re-FOCCUS Inventory 
After your first meeting, the priest will arrange for you to take an inventory known as FOCCUS, which stands for 
Facilitating Open Couple Communication, Understanding, and Study.  The point of FOCCUS is to help you 
as a couple discuss issues related to your future marriage such as communication skills, problem solving, finances, 
extended family issues, sexuality, religion, children, etc.  Most couples really enjoy this process and say that it gives 
them a lot to talk about.  The priest will give you instructions for taking the FOCCUS Inventory online, and will 
review the results during future meetings. 
 

 Follow-up Meeting 
 At the end of your initial meeting, the priest will schedule a time for a follow-up meeting. This meeting 
 will be spent going over the results of the FOCCUS inventory. Depending on the length of the 
 discussion, sometimes multiple follow-up meetings are required. 
 

Archdiocesan Marriage Preparation 
You will register and complete one of the Archdiocesan approved Marriage Preparation courses. The most common 
are  sessions with a Archdiocesan-trained lead couple. If you are having trouble coordinating or finding the proper 
opportunity for you as a couple, please contact your Pastoral Ministry Coordinator for further assistance. Once 
completed, please send in your certificate to the Church office. 
 
St. Michael Parish Marriage Preparation 
In addition to your couple meetings with the priest, you will complete a set of three pastor-led classes here at St. 
Michael’s. These classes are only held every other month, so it is always best to plan ahead and begin attendance 
as soon as possible. The three courses are as follows: 
 

  1. Prayer in Family Life 

  2. Sacramental Living in Marriage 

  3. Theology of  the Body 

 
Natural Family Planning Introduction Course 
You will complete an introduction course on Natural Family Planning. A popular option offered in the Archdiocese 
is included in your couple folder. Other options/locations/dates can be found by: 
 
  1. Visit www.archkck.org 
  2. Under the ‘Ministries’ heading, choose ‘Natural Family Planning’ 
  3. Choose the Button that says ‘Find a Class’ 

   Here you should find various options to suit your specific needs! 
 
Once completed, please send in your certificate to the Church office. 

Marriage Preparation 
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- Priest-Couple Meetings 

  __ Initial Meeting with Father   (Date) ______________ 

  __ FOCCUS/RE-FOCCUS Inventory Review (Date) ______________ 

 __ _________________________________                (Date) ______________ 

 __ _________________________________                (Date) ______________ 

 (Prep/Review make take multiple sessions.) 

 __ Completed Meetings with Father   (Date) ______________ 

 

-FOCCUS/RE-FOCCUS Inventory 

 (This Inventory will be created for and emailed to you; Father will  be in contact with you for review session  

 after completion) 

 __ Completed FOCCUS/RE-FOCCUS Inventory      (Date) ______________ 

-St. Michael the Archangel Parish Marriage Preparation Classes with Pastor 

 __ Register for Classes with Office (913) 402-3920 (these take place every few months) 

 __ St. Michael’s Prep Class #1 – Prayer in Family Life          (Date)_______________ 

 __ St. Michael’s Prep Class #2 – Sacramental Living             (Date)_______________ 

 __ St. Michael’s Prep Class #3 – Theology of the Body         (Date)_______________   

- Archdiocesan Marriage Preparation Session (s)  

 (Archdiocese will contact you to schedule this preparation) 

 Preparation Chosen: _______________________________ 

 Preparation Scheduled for:      (Date)_____________________ 

          (Date)_____________________ 

          (Date)_____________________ 

          (Date)_____________________ 

          (Date)_____________________ 

          (Date)_____________________ 

 __ Completed Archdiocesan Marriage Preparation  

 __ Certificate Turned into Parish Office. 

-Natural Family Planning Introduction Evening  

 (Couple contacts and registers for course prior to attendance )  

 __ Registered for Natural Family Planning Introduction; Scheduled for:    (Date)___________________ 

 __ Completed Natural Family Planning Introduction        (Date)___________________ 

 __ Certificate Turned into Parish Office. 

Liturgical Planning Meeting (After Marriage Prep is Complete) 

 (Wedding Coordinator & Liturgical Team will contact you to schedule meeting) 

 Liturgical Planning Meeting Scheduled for: (Date) ________________________ 

 __Completed Liturgical Planning Meeting 

 __Completed and Returned Liturgy Planning Sheets 

 __Completed Music Coordination Meeting  

Fees (due AT LEAST 30 days before wedding)(see page 22 in Marriage Guide) 

 Grand Total of fees: _______________ 

 __ Fees paid and turned into St. Michael’s   (Date) ________________________ 

Except in the case of choosing the 

Catholic Engaged Encounter Week-

end. Contact us for more details. 

EXTRA FORMS (If requested by 

Pastor)  

__ Civil Marriage License 

__ Previous Spouse Death Certificate 

__ Annulment Numbers/Paperwork 

__ ___________________________ 

__ ___________________________ 

1. Marriage Prep 

2. Wedding Prep 

Marriage Preparation 
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NOTES: 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Marriage Preparation 
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STEP TWO 
 

Wedding Preparation 
-Guests, Bridal Party, Liturgy, Music, Rehearsal & Ceremony 
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A Wedding is Sacred Worship 
 The celebration of the sacrament of marriage is a sacred celebration of the entire Church and is fundamen-

tally an act of sacred worship offered to God. 
 
 While the Rite of Marriage does allow for certain cultural adaptations, you may find that what you have seen 

at other weddings does not coincide with what the Church asks of the couple in their celebration of mar-
riage. 

 
 Remember that your wedding ceremony is not only a celebration of you as a couple but also a celebration of 

God. Any appearance of a “show” is to be strictly avoided. In the wedding liturgy we praise God for what 
he has done in creating man and woman and we ask his blessings as he makes the two of you one in mar-
riage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

The Three Forms of  the Rite of  Marriage 
 The Rite of Matrimony Within Mass – For two Catholics entering into marriage the normal context for 

the celebration of marriage is within Mass. As the two of you become one in your exchange of consent, so 
you share together in the one bread and the one cup of the Eucharist as Jesus strengthens you with His 
Body and Blood. 

 
 The Rite of Matrimony Without a Mass – When a Catholic marries another baptized Christian this is the 

normal form of marriage. It resembles very much the Liturgy of the Word at Mass with readings from  
Sacred Scripture followed by the exchange of consent. There is no celebration of the Eucharist or distribu-
tion of Communion. 

 
 The Rite of Marriage Between a Catholic and a Catechumen/Non-Christian – This rite is essentially 

the same as the Rite of Marriage Outside Mass except that the prayers are sensitive to the fact that one party is 
not Christian and this is not a sacrament being celebrated. 

 

Wedding Preparation 



15 

 

S t .  M i c h a e l  t h e  A r c h a n g e l   
We d d i n g  G u i d e  

 
Ministers of  the Sacrament 
 
The Couple 
In the Roman Catholic wedding liturgy, the bride and groom are the ministers of marriage. The presiding priest 
serves as the Church’s official witness. It is the couple who gives themselves in God, one to another, in  
marriage. Since you will be very visible during the wedding liturgy, your behavior, attitudes and clothing help to 
set the sacred tone for the entire assembly. Your participation in the prayers and sacred music will greatly assist 
all gathered to feel comfortable and at ease in taking an active role in the Church’s wedding liturgy. 
 
The Witnesses 
While the entire assembly is a witness to your marriage, three individuals have special roles as witnesses in the 
Catholic Church’s liturgy and official records. The priest is the Church’s official witness. In addition, two  
designated individuals (commonly referred to as the “Best Man” and “Maid/Matron of Honor”) stand with you 
to fulfill the requirements of witnesses who formally attest to the fact that the wedding took place. It is  
preferable, however not necessary, that both witnesses be practicing Catholics. 
 
The Wedding Party 
In addition to the two official witnesses, couples often choose to have additional attendants accompany and 
stand with them (commonly referred to as groomsmen and bridesmaids). Their standing with the couple on the 
day of the wedding indicates their willingness to stand with them for the rest of their lives and to aid the bride 
and groom in living out their commitment to marriage. If you include children in the wedding party, we  
recommend that they be at least 3 years old.  
 
              Ushers and Hospitality Ministers 

As people enter the Church, ushers who are warm and pleasant will 
help make the guests feel welcomed. They serve as ministers of  
hospitality who greet, distribute printed programs, and escort  
people to their seats. 
 
Lectors and Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
 Lectors must be Catholic and experienced serving in this  
ministry at their parish.   
 
At St. Michael the Archangel, only the priest celebrating the Mass 
will distribute Holy Communion. 
 
Altar Servers 
Altar Servers assist the presiding priest or deacon and are normally 
provided by the parish.  The presiding priest or deacon will  
determine whether or not altar servers are needed. If you should 
have family members or friends that you wish to consider for altar 
servers, please discuss with Liturgy Coordinator. 
 
 

Wedding Preparation 
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The Order of  the Liturgy 

 
The Entrance Procession 
The entrance procession at a wedding will look very similar to a Sunday Mass procession. The liturgy coordi-
nator will assist you in planning this entrance.   
 
Liturgy of the Word 
Readings are selected from the Ritual Mass for Marriage found in the approved Catholic Lectionary.  
The complete selection of readings for the celebration of marriage can be found in the Together for Life  
booklet, included in your couple folder. 
 
The Rite of Marriage 
The focus of the Rite of Marriage is the exchange of consent between the bride and groom. The priest will 
lead you in exchanging your consent. 
 
The Blessing and Exchange of Rings follows. The Rite of Marriage will end with the General Intercessions 
which are prayers for the Church, the world, for all married couples, and for the two of you.  
 
Liturgy of the Eucharist 
When both the bride and groom are Catholic, the liturgy normally continues with the celebration of the  
Eucharist. If one spouse is not Catholic, the wedding rite continues with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
The prayer in which the entire assembly participates.  
 
The Nuptial Blessing 
This is a special prayer of blessing said by the priest asking God to bless the newly married couple. The  
Nuptial Blessing has several forms and is prayed at different places within the wedding liturgy depending on 
which form is being celebrated. The texts are prayers of intercession as well as prayers of hope for the future. 
 
Dismissal 
At the conclusion of the wedding liturgy, the priest blesses the newly married couple and the assembly.  After, 
the couple is introduced to the guests and leads the wedding party in exiting the Church. 
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Further Ceremony Considerations 

Music 

The music at your wedding will lend dignity, respect, and joy  
to your ceremony, directing guests’ attention to the sacredness  
of the event.  The general policy to keep in mind as you plan  
your music:  liturgical or classical music is the only music  
permitted before, during, and after the ceremony while in church. 
The parish music director will help you make your selections, 
arrange an organist and cantor, and approve any guest  
musician requests. Musicians are typically not present at the rehearsal 
as this is a time for the wedding party to familiarize themselves with the wedding liturgy. 
 

 Guest Musicians: 
 -Must be contracted independently by the couple. 
 -Parish musicians rehearse with visiting musicians one hour before the wedding. 
 -Supplementary fees may be required if additional rehearsal is necessary. 
 

Flowers 
The use of flowers and plants should enhance the liturgical celebration and not detract from the primary  
symbol of the marriage: the bride and groom.  Flowers are a symbol of honor and thanksgiving to God.   
Florists are required to observe the guidelines laid out in the ‘Floral Guidelines for Weddings’ found in your 
couple folder. 

 
Photographers 
Photographers should keep in mind that the church is not a studio but a sacred space.   
-All are expected to keep their voices soft and to be reverent and respectful.   
-No sanctuary furnishings are to be moved or removed.  
-Flash Photography is not allowed during the ceremony to respect its sacred nature. 
-No standing upon chairs or pews; for a different angle, the choir loft may be used. 
-Further policies can be found in the ‘Photography Guidelines for Weddings’ found in your couple folder. 
 

 
Cultural Adaptations  
While not a part of the official Rite of Marriage in the Catholic Church, some cultural  
adaptations, while not integral to the Rite of Matrimony, have been allowed in the  
Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas.  If you have some that you would like to suggest or 
discuss with the Liturgy Coordinator, please bring the details to your Liturgical Meeting. 
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Liturgical Brainstorming  
(Complete prior to Liturgical Planning Meeting) 
 
Will you be celebrating Matrimony within Mass? (if unsure, ask Father)  ___________ 
 
Approximate number of  guests:__________ 
 
Florist’s name: ______________________  Photographer’s name: ________________________  
 
Wedding Coordinator’s name (if  applicable):  _________________________________________ 
 
Bridal Party (First and Last Names): 
 

Ushers (opening doors, escorting grandparents, seating guests etc.):  

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Bridesmaids:           Groomsmen: 

______________________________________       _______________________________________ 

______________________________________       _______________________________________ 

______________________________________       _______________________________________ 

______________________________________       _______________________________________ 

______________________________________              _______________________________________ 

______________________________________              _______________________________________ 

______________________________________       _______________________________________ 

______________________________________       _______________________________________ 

  

Maid of Honor: __________________________      Best Man: ________________________________ 

 

Flower Girl (s): __________________________      Ring Bearer (s): ___________________________ 

    __________________________                                      ___________________________ 
 

Lectors (3 practicing Catholics)                        Gift Bearers (2-3, if  applicable) 

 
1.________________________________                        1.________________________________ 
 
2.________________________________                        2.________________________________ 
 
3.________________________________                        3.________________________________ 
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Financial Considerations 
Money can never be an obstacle to the celebration of the sacraments of the Church. There are nevertheless direct 
costs involved in celebrating a wedding that are normally borne by the couple.  Cases of hardship may be 
discussed privately with the priest or deacon celebrating the wedding. 
 
For your convenience, the following may be paid to St. Michael the Archangel Parish with a single check: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional ‘Day of  Ceremony’ Considerations: 

 Each Altar Server receives $10 cash on the day of the wedding. (i.e. if you have 3 Altar servers for a total of 
$30, please provide 3 $10 dollar bills required before wedding date) We provide envelopes.                
 

 It is customary to offer a gift to the Priest or Deacon, for preparation or officiating.  The suggested free will 
donation is $200. The ceremony is in no way contingent upon this donation.                                 
          
                

                                                         Our Grand Total :    ________________ 
    
 

 
Marriage Preparation*  
 
        FOCCUS Inventory (required) $ 20.00 $ 20.00 
          (office use: 627) 
 
       Archdiocesan Marriage Prep:                       ______                                 _______ 
       (______________________) 

          (office use: 627)  

 
*If Marriage Preparation is done in another diocese, this expense will be  independently assessed in that diocese. 

 
 
Parish Fee and Ministers (required) $ 750.00   _______ 
 
Does not include stipend for officiating Priest(s), Deacon,  
or Altar Servers (see below) 
           (office use: 455) 

 
        Additional St. Michael’s Choir members* (optional) $ 600.00 _______ 

       *Outside musicians are not subject to the above fee, but contracted & paid separately by the couple. 

           (office use: 455) 

 
 
 TOTAL due prior to wedding:  _____________ 
 Payable to “St. Michael the Archangel Catholic Parish” 
 All payments must be received at least 30 days before the wedding. 
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Rehearsal and Wedding Day 

Wedding Times 
The Church will be available one and a half hours before your ceremony, and one and a half after the start time 
(i.e. for a 2pm Ceremony, the Church is yours from 12:30-3:30).  This includes photography and clean-up.  
 
Nuptial Masses are not celebrated in the Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas on Saturday evening or Sunday.  
In addition, weddings are not celebrated on Holy Days of Obligation, All Souls Day (Nov. 2), nor during Lent. 
And Saturday Nuptial Masses do not fulfill your Sunday obligation. 

 
The Rehearsal 
 
- You should invite only those persons directly involved in the wedding ceremony.  
- The rehearsal is the time to review and rehearse the Marriage ritual. 
- Rehearsals normally take place the day before the wedding.  Times are set with the Liturgy Coordinator. 
- Rehearsals generally take no more than one hour and will begin promptly at the appointed time. 
 
 

The Wedding Day: Key Policies and Considerations 

 Consumption of alcohol or other such substances by members of the wedding party is not permitted 
either before the rehearsal or the wedding. Offenders will be asked to refrain form participating in the 
liturgy.  Smoking is not permitted in or around the church or school building. 

 Bride & Groom’s Dressing Rooms :   The bride and her attendants get ready in the Bride’s Room on 
the north side of the Narthex.  They may use the restroom next door. The groom and his groomsmen may 
get ready in the St. Gabriel/St. Uriel Conference Rooms in the lower level and use the restrooms in the 
lower level. All food and beverages must be confined to the area and be cleaned up following the ceremony.  
No food or drink may be set on top of musical instruments in this room. 

 Guest Book: If you choose to have a guest book at the ceremony, it should be placed in the Narthex and 
will be closed ten minutes prior to wedding time.   
 

 Guest Parking: Wedding guests may park in the north or south parking lots. 
 

 Decorations: Large decorative archways are not permitted. Furniture and decor in the church may not be 
moved. Aisle runners are not allowed as they can slide easily on marble and cause injury.   

S t .  M i c h a e l  t h e  A r c h a n g e l   
We d d i n g  G u i d e  

 Grand Exits: Rice, birdseed, confetti, etc. are not permitted in the church or on the property.  Bubbles may 
be blown outside. Whatever is used must be cleaned up immediately by the wedding party. 
 

 Parish Hall: can be used and may be available for receptions. Please contact the parish office for further 
info. 

Wedding Preparation 


