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This past summer, I was blessed to celebrate a wedding with Archbishop Naumann.  At 

the end of the wedding Mass, the Archbishop told the couple, “What you are doing today 

is so important.”  Yes, important for the church – we need good Christian marriages, but 

also for our society” because marriage is the foundation of the family and as St John Paul 

said, “As the family goes so goes the nation.” 

 

In the story of creation, God creates the sun, the moon, the stars and all the animals and 

after each day of creation the bible says, God saw how “good it was.”  On the sixth day 

God created man in his image and at the conclusion of the sixth day, the bible says, God 

looked at all he had created and found it “very good.” 

 

There was one thing in all of God’s creation that bible says was, “not good.”  What was 

“not good” was the original loneliness of man.  The bible says, “it is not good for man to 

be alone.”  This is a fundamental reminder that God made us for relationships.  We are 

not made for things, we are made for relationships.  We are made to be in right 

relationship with God and to be in relationship with each other.   

 

In the Magnificat this week Pope Benedict had an interesting meditation.  He said 

imagine a loneliness that is impenetrable – that’s hell.  Hell is eternal loneliness – eternal 

separation from God and our brothers and sisters in faith.  And what is God’s remedy to 

loneliness?  Marriage!  Marriage in fact is meant to be a sign of our eternal destiny.  

Marriage is meant to be a foretaste of heaven!  Do you think of that?  -That your marriage 

is a foretaste of heaven? 

 

Why is marriage so important?  “Marriage unites a man and woman with each other and 

any children born from their union.”  (Getting the Marriage Conversation Right.)  

Marriage is the only institution that unites kids with their moms and dads.  Sometimes we 

forget simple truths like every child has a mother and a father.  And the loss of one or 

both parents is an absence of a good that should be there.  Sociological studies show that 

children do best in life when they grow up with a mom and dad.  If you’re a single parent:  

take heart.  God is with you.  Archbishop Naumann has a special empathy for single 

mothers.  He grew up in a single-parent home.  His own father was killed when he was a 

baby in his mother’s womb and he ended up becoming an Archbishop! 

 

But marriage is so important because it is the foundation of the family and it provides 

stability for children.  Marriage is also important because Jesus elevated it to be a 

sacrament.  What’s a sacrament?  -An outward visible sign instituted by Christ to give 



grace.  Marriage is a visible sign.  The bible says marriage is meant to be a sign of 

Christ’s love for his bride the church.  How has Jesus loved us?  -Three ways: 

 

First: total self-gift.  Jesus laid down his life for his bride.  He died for us.  There is no 

greater love than this.  To love another person means to will their good.  Our ultimate 

good is our salvation and Jesus was willing to give up everything to save us.   

 

Secondly, very simply love unites people.  Love brings people together.  Love is 

expressed through commitment and communion.  Jesus gave his life for us and what does 

he want us to do?  He wants us to offer our lives to him and this mutual self-giving leads 

to communion.  Isn’t that what we celebrate here at Mass?  We offer God our worship 

and our lives and Jesus offers himself to us in the Eucharist and this mutual self-giving 

leads to communion. 

 

And what is the fruit of Communion?  Life.  Jesus says, “whoever eats my flesh and 

drinks my blood will live forever.”  Jesus’ total-self gift on the cross brought eternal life 

to the world.  The fruit of love is life. 

 

Now think back to your wedding day.  On your wedding day the priest asked you three 

questions that mirror Christ’s love for us.  First, the priest asked, “Have you come here 

freely and without reservation to give yourselves to each other in marriage?”  Will you be 

a total self-gift to each other?  Second, “Will you love and honor each other as man and 

wife for the rest of your lives?”  Will you enter into a permanent commitment and 

communion until death do you part?  And three, “Will you accept children lovingly from 

God and bring them up according to the law of Christ and his Church?”  Will you allow 

your love to be life-giving and fruitful through and openness to procreation? 

 

Your love as a married couple is so important because it makes visible God’s love for us! 

 

The Popcak’s were here yesterday for a marriage enrichment conference and they pointed 

out that when you get married in the Catholic Church you don’t invent your own vows.  I 

know that might sound romantic – but why is this?  Because in Christian marriage you 

are consenting to Christ’s vision of marriage.  We don’t invent marriage.  We can’t 

define marriage to be what we want.  God created marriage to be between a man and a 

woman and we give our consent to living out marriage in accord with God’s vision. 

 

Now, what about when things don’t work out according to God’s vision for marriage?  

Specifically, the gospel today touches on divorce.  Perhaps all of us have been touched by 

the reality of divorce.  I have experienced first-hand the pains of seeing a family member 

go through a divorce and know how it affects the whole family.  There are some here 

who through no fault of their own find themselves divorced.  The Good News is healing 

is possible.  Jesus on the way to the cross said, “See I make all things new.”  God can 

make straight the broken lines of our lives. 

 

This weekend, I want to extend an invitation to any parishioners in need of an annulment.  

The priests and deacons are here to help you.  Please reach out to us.  We want to help.   



 

What is an annulment?  An annulment is a declaration by the Church that something 

essential to a valid marriage was never present.  It’s not that a marriage goes sour and 

falls apart, but an annulment is a declaration that something essential to a valid marriage 

was missing from the beginning. 

 

There are various grounds for nullity:  someone could be forced or trapped into marriage, 

there could be mental illness, substance addiction, abuse which could render someone 

incapable of fulfilling the duties of marriage.  Someone could enter into marriage under 

false pretenses or deception – maybe the person never intended fidelity or didn’t believe 

in the permanence of marriage.  An annulment implies no moral judgement one way or 

another about either of the parties.  Likewise, an annulment does not affect the status of 

the children who were conceived in good faith. 

 

The gospel message is challenging.  Jesus says if a man divorces his wife and marries 

another he commits adultery.  This is very important:  if a person gets divorced, he or she 

is still bound to their marriage vow until the marriage is declared null.  That’s because a 

marriage is presumed valid until it’s annulled.  This means prior to a divorced person 

dating or discerning a new marriage, he or she must first go through the annulment 

process.   

 

The annulment process is meant to be healing and allow a person to bring closure to 

perhaps a very painful chapter int heir life.  This weekend, let’s pray for all those 

wounded by divorce, for those going through the annulment process, and for all married 

couples that they might truly be visible signs to our world of God’s love for us. 


