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One of my goals this morning is to communicate the 3 super-priorities of our parish:  Deepening 

Spirituality, Strengthening Marriage and Family, and Evangelization. 

 

It struck me recently that there is something in common with all three of these super-priorities:  

They are all about relationships.  Deepening Spirituality is all about our relationship with God.  

We see this in the gospel today.  The Rich Young Man followed all the commandments.  But 

being a Christian isn’t just about avoiding sin!  It’s about following Jesus.  It’s about a 

relationship with Christ.   

 

Marriage and family – obviously all about relationships.  Evangelization is all about 

relationships.  It begins by forming friendships and investing in people. 

 

In their book:  How to Survive and Thrive the First 5 Years of Marriage, Dr. Greg and Lisa 

Popcak say most things run on fuel.  Cars run on gasoline.  Cell phones run on batteries.  What is 

the fuel for relationships?  The Popcak’s say “time,” is the fuel for relationships. 

 

How deep would a relationship be if you told a person, “I’ll spend one hour a week with you and 

if it goes over an hour, I’m walking out!  In fact, it would be nice if we kept it to 50 minutes.”  

Obviously, our relationship wouldn’t be very deep.  But is that our attitude toward God.  Is that 

our attitude toward Sunday Mass?   

 

Jesus was inviting the Rich Young Man:  come follow me – not just an hour a week but entrust 

your whole life to me.  But the Rich Young Man couldn’t let go of his riches.  What’s holding us 

back?  Is it the social circles that I run in?  Is it drinking on the weekends?  Is the dark-side of the 

Internet?  Is it that I’m trying to keep up with everyone else in the car that I drive – the clothes I 

wear – the trips I take.  Is it sports or other competitions that take all my time so that nothing’s 

left for the Lord?  What is the Lord asking us to let go of so that I can entrust our whole heart to 

Him? 

 

At the end of our lives, when we appear before the judgement throne of God, the Lord is going to 

want to see two things:  our calendar and our checkbook because how we spend our time and our 

money reveal what’s most important in our lives. 

 

This weekend we are kicking off our Stewardship Renewal called Renew 2019.  You will receive 

your Stewardship renewal card in the mail.  Please return it next Sunday or mail it to the Church 

office.  Begin by filling out the stewardship of time.   

 



I’m not asking you to just know the super-priorities but to live them!  Deepen your Spirituality.  

What’s the next step God is asking you to take to deepen your spiritual life?  Maybe it’s making 

Mass a priority.  Maybe it’s “I need to get back to confession.”  Maybe it’s “I need to take my 

prayer life seriously.  I need to actually schedule in my 20 minutes for daily meditation.”  Maybe 

you’re thinking, “I don’t know where to start.”   

 

In the joy of the gospel, Pope Francis says, “Whenever we take a step towards Jesus, we come to 

realize that he is already there, waiting for us with open arms.”  Take one step toward the Lord.  

Consider coming to Luke Doyle’s class called Holiness 101.  It starts this Wednesday, October 

17th at 7pm and will meet for 5 Wednesdays.  The class is free. 

 

What about time with family?  At our School Advisory Council last month one of the teachers 

said they asked the Kindergarten students, “If you could do away with one invention, what 

would you get rid of?”  Do you know what our 5-year-olds said?  “The cell phone.”  The 

children would get rid of cell phones so that their parents would pay attention to them.  Time is 

the fuel for our relationships.  Make time for family:  family dinners, family prayer!  One of our 

family rituals growing up was coming to Sunday Mass together and then going home and 

cooking a big breakfast together.  Create family rituals. 

 

What about evangelization?  Maybe you’re thinking, “Who me?”  We are all called by virtue of 

our baptism to evangelize.  It starts at home by evangelizing your children.  Sharing your faith 

with them, bearing witness to Jesus, to your children.  And then bring this to prayer:  who are 2-3 

people God is asking me to reach out to in my life?  A neighbor?  A co-worker?  Invite them to 

the Vine.  That’s our 6-week bible study hosted in parishioners’ homes.  The Vine is about 

learning our story – the story of salvation.  It’s about growing in friendship with Christ and 

friendship with others.  Evangelization begins with friendship – taking an interest in people. 

 

After you’ve filled out your stewardship of time, think about how you can get involved in the 

parish and share your talents.  We are blessed to have over 70 different ministries in the parish.  

The reality is none of us are self-sufficient and that’s good news.  It means – I’m not on for 

everything!  I can rely on the gifts of my brothers and sisters.  We are all called to share our 

talents for the building up of the Body of Christ. 

 

Finally, stewardship of treasure:  You may remember years ago, the finance council used to talk 

every year about the financial state of the parish.  I know we have a broad range of people here:  

young and old and for many people it’s not thrilling to come to Mass to hear a financial report.  

So, about 5 years ago we decided to put the annual financial report in the bulletin.  It’s important 

that we know the financial state of the parish and that we are transparent about our finances… 

the report was in the bulletin last Sunday.   

 

This is my philosophy:  if we focus on getting our spiritual lives right, our finances will be in 

good shape.  It begins with conversion.  If I’m following Jesus, growing in wisdom and grace, 

then I’ll know what Jesus wants me to do with my money.   

 



Wisdom allows us to see the true value of things.  We heard that in the first reading:  riches are 

nothing in comparison to wisdom.  “Gold is a little sand . . . and silver is to be accounted mire.”  

The one who is wise deems riches as nothing. 

 

Once a year, I ask for your help to meet the operational expenses of our parish.  Each year our 

expenses increase a little.  We try to give our teachers and church staff a small raise and then 

costs rise a little each year – utilities and supplies to run our ministries.  As a guide to giving, 

please consider a 5% gift of your income to the parish, 4% to charities of your own choosing and 

1% to the Archbishop’s annual Call to Share.  You add those up – that’s 10 percent.  That’s what 

it means to tithe.  Discern what it really means to make a sacrificial gift to God.  Thank you for 

your generosity.     

 

Renew 2019.  Renewal begins by accepting the invitation Jesus gave to the Rich Young Man:  

“Come follow me.”  Following Jesus begins by reprioritizing our lives – putting first things first:  

time for God, time for family, time for Christ-centered friendships.   

 

Here’s the paradox:  we think we will gain by taking and grasping for ourselves, but the gospel 

reminds us it is in giving that we receive and the Lord will not be out-done in generosity!  When 

the disciples say, “We have given up everything to follow you!”  Jesus tells them you’ll be 

blessed by the sacrifices you make in this life, and you will receive the abundance of life in the 

age to come.  Stewardship is really all about entrusting our lives to the Lord:  our time, our 

talent, our treasure for the building up of the kingdom of God.  Thank you for your generous 

response to the Lord’s invitation. 


