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Parish Feast of St. Michael the Archangel 

 

We’ve perhaps all heard the saying, “It’s important to know history so that we don’t 

repeat past mistakes.”  But sometimes we are slow learners.  At my last parish, we had an 

annual picnic and I volunteered to sit in the dunk-tank.  And I broke my nose.  Now, you 

would think that I would have learned from this history, but somehow, I’ve been duped to 

sit in the dunk-tank at our picnic tonight.   

 

Happy Feast of St. Michael and all the Archangels.  The angels have a threefold mission:  

They are messengers of the Good News, they worship God, and they are sent forth to 

serve and help us on our journey to heaven.   

 

Angels are messengers of the Good News. The Archangel Gabriel delivered the Good 

News to Mary that she would be the mother of Jesus.  On Christmas night an angel 

announced tidings of gladness and great joy to the shepherds that the Savior was born. 

 

You might remember the movie The Help that came out back in 2011.  The movie 

focused on the plight of black maids, in 1960’s Mississippi.  In the movie one of the 

maids, Abilene had spent her whole life taking care of white babies.  In her current job 

she was taking care of a little white girl named Mae Mobley.  Mae Mobley was 

somewhat neglected and ignored by her mother because she wasn’t the picture perfect 

little beautiful girl.  But it is Abilene, the maid, who told Mae Mobley, over and over, 

“You is kind.  You is smart.  You is important.”  Abilene was a messenger of the Good 

News reminding that little girl over and over of her dignity and that she was loved. 

 

This is the fundamental Good News:  Our Heavenly Father created each one of us out of 

love and willed us into existence.  And to reveal the depth of his love he sent his only 

begotten Son who laid down his life on the cross to save us.  If you ever doubt God’s love 

look at the cross.  This is how much God loves you – he gave up everything to save you. 

 

Jacque Philippe in his book, Thirsting for Prayer, says it’s not consoling to think about 

God’s love in a global way.  Yeah God loves all people.  What the human heart desires is 

to know God’s love in a personal way.    

 

Think of a man falling in love with a woman.  The woman he falls in love with takes on a 

value nobody else has.  She has a unique worth in his eyes - that’s how God loves each 

one of us.   

 

We see this desire to be loved uniquely and personally in our children.  When I go to the 

school cafeteria the children yell, “Father, what’s my name!”  They want to be 



recognized and loved personally by their father.  When I go out on the playground kids 

will run up and say, “Father, bless me!”  They want a personal blessing.  I’m sure when 

we go out to the picnic kids will be shouting to their parents: “Watch me!  Look at me!”  

They desire to be noticed.  Isn’t that what brought Nathaniel to faith in the gospel?  Jesus 

saw him under the fig tree.  Jesus looked at him and gave him personal attention and 

Nathaniel came to faith. 

 

We had our annual workshop this week for priests and our presenter, Fr. Shawn 

Kilcawley made an interesting observation:  normally, we order the theological virtues as 

Faith, Hope, and Love.  But when Pope Benedict wrote encyclicals on the theological 

virtues he wrote them in reverse order:  Love, hope and then faith.  This was intentional!  

It all begins with love.  Knowledge of God’s personal love inspires hope which leads to 

faith. 

 

What is our response to the Good News of God’s personal love?  Faith.  And how is this 

faith measured?  -By our trust and willingness to surrender our hearts to Him. 

 

Think of our capacity to trust.  What level of trust does it take to say, “I’ll surrender my 

pen to you?”  -A small level of trust – so what if I don’t get my pen back.  It takes greater 

trust to say, “I’ll surrender my car keys to you.”  Now I have to trust that you won’t take 

my car for a joy ride or wreck my car.  But again, what’s the worst that could happen?  

My car gets wrecked.  Now, what about saying, “I surrender my life to you?”  You take 

control of my life.  I’m totally at your service.  That takes ultimate trust.  I have to trust 

that this person wills my good, that he won’t lead me into slavery, rather by entrusting 

myself to him I will find fulfillment and joy.  That’s the trust God wants. 

 

Remember I said that the second function of angels is to worship God?  What’s at the 

heart of our worship?  We come here to praise God, yes, but also to entrust our hearts to 

him.  In just a few minutes I’m going to invite all of us to lift up your hearts.  And we 

respond, “We lift them up to the Lord.”  We are saying, “Lord, I’m totally yours.”  “My 

life is in your hands.”  “Your will be done in me.”  The response to God’s love is to 

entrust myself totally to the one who loves me unconditionally. 

 

The angels are messengers of the good news, they worship God, and they serve us on our 

journey of faith.  Foster devotion to our patron!  God has given us St. Michael to defend 

us and help us on our journey.  I challenge all of us to pray the St. Michael prayer each 

day.  My spiritual director tells me, “The more you pay attention to the saints, the more 

they pay attention to you.”  In just a few minutes we will consecrate ourselves to St. 

Michael. 

 

I want to close with this:  the mission of the angels is also our mission.  We gather in 

faith to worship God and entrust ourselves to him and then we are sent forth to be 

messengers of the Good News and serve our brothers and sisters. 

 

Bishop Barron said, “Next to the words of consecration the most important words of the 

mass are ‘Ite Missa est.’  Go the Mass is ended.  Nobody in the bible is ever given an 



experience of God without being sent.  Everybody in the bible that encounters God is 

sent!  What are we sent forth to do?  To proclaim the Good News of God’s love not only 

by our words but also by our service. 

 

 

 


