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In 1935 Oskar Schindler joined the Nazi party – not because he loved the Nazis, but it 

made good business sense.  In 1939 when Germany invaded Poland, Schindler saw his 

chance.  He made his way to Krakow in Poland where he purchased an old factory and 

converted it into an ammunitions plant.  He hired over 1,000 Jews to work in his plant. 

 

By 1940, the Nazis began deporting all the Jews from Krakow except those who were 

working for the war effort.  Schindler was able to keep his Jews employed.  But by 1942, 

pressure increased to liquidate all the Jews in Poland.  Schindler had a choice to make.  

He began working with great zeal to save as many Jews as he could.  He spent all his 

money bribing Nazi officials to allow him to keep the Jews working for him from being 

sent to the death camps.  By the end of the war, he has saved around 1,200 Jews.  

Interestingly too, in the last 7 months of the war, his ammunition plant did not produce 

one usable shell.  They had sabotaged the ammunition! 

 

Despite saving 1,200 Jews, at the end of the movie Schindler’s List, Oskar Schindler 

laments:  I’ve not done enough.  If only I had not spent so much money foolishly, I could 

have saved more Jews.  He looks at his car and says, “Why didn’t I sell my car?  That 

could have saved 10 Jews.  And this gold pen – that could have saved two Jews.  

Schindler saw the true value of things and what really mattered:  saving human lives. 

 

The word Advent means coming.  Certainly, Advent is about preparing to celebrate 

Christ’s first coming when he was born a babe in Bethlehem.  But the beginning of 

Advent is actually focused on Christ’s second coming.  Jesus will return in glory to judge 

the living and dead. The message at the beginning of Advent is always clear:  Be vigilant 

at all times.  Advent is meant to rouse us out of complacency so that we see what really 

matters.  What really matters?  Getting to heaven and bringing as many people with us as 

possible! 

 

What I like about the life of Oskar Schindler is he lived his life with urgency.  He focused 

all his energy on doing good – saving as many Jews as possible and he was willing to use 

all his resources to do it.  Now, translate that to our spiritual life.  We too are to live our 

lives with this urgency, striving to save as many souls as possible.  What’s the Good 

News?  Your life matters!  We are all called to be a part of something much bigger than 

ourselves and God allows us to cooperate in his work of saving souls. 

 

Now I want to make some practical suggestions on how our hearts can be awakened to 

this urgency during Advent.  I think our men’s group had it right this week when they 

said, “if you’re going to have a good Advent you have to have a plan.”  My spiritual 



director always says, “For Advent make resolutions under two categories.”  First, 

spiritual resolutions and then material resolutions. 

 

First, spiritual resolutions:  Ok, here’s what I’m asking all of us to do for Advent - Please 

come to Mike Scherschligt talk Sunday night at 7 pm.  This is an amazing talk that Fr. 

Matt and I have heard, and we want all of you to hear it.  Mike is going to talk about how 

throughout church history in times of crisis the Blessed Mother has intervened to save the 

day.  This is an inspiring talk that will stir our hearts to urgency. 

 

Second thing I want all of us to do:  please come to the Holy Day Mass on December 8.  

As Catholics we’ve got to do better at attending Mass on Holy Days.  I know this is 

confusing, but even though Dec 8 falls on a Saturday this year it is still a Holy Day of 

obligation because Mary under the title of the Immaculate Conception is the patroness of 

the United States.  We will have a Mass Friday night and three Masses on Saturday 

morning.   

 

Third:  Pray.  Be silent.  Unplug.  How do we prepare for the coming of the Lord with 

urgency?  By prayer.  We are handing out the Word Among Us.  It has daily scripture 

readings for Advent and a daily meditation.  Please take 20 minutes a day to reflect on the 

scripture.   

 

4. Make a confession before Christmas.  If I knew Jesus was coming, the first thing I 

would do is grab a priest for confession!  We will have all of our communal penance 

services the week of December 9. 

 

And then finally, celebrate this season with your family.  Have an Advent wreath at home 

– an advent calendar . . . which by the way someone told me according to my chocolate 

Advent calendar it’s already Dec 18!  The chocolate Advent calendar isn’t a box of 

chocolates!  We open one door each day to help us focus on the season.  Pray with your 

family.  One family reads a daily reflection from Jesus Calling at dinner each night!  

Wonderful! 

 

Then make a material resolution.  What’s that?  Choose some penance for Advent.  It’s 

only three weeks.  Wait until Christmas to eat sweets – they will taste better!  What 

happens if we gorge ourselves now?  Christmas arrives, and we find ourselves thinking – 

I’ve done nothing to really prepare myself for Christmas.  The gospel says, “Beware that 

your hearts do not become drowsy from carousing and drunkenness and the anxieties of 

daily life – like all the distractions and busyness we can fall into.  Keep focused on what 

really matters! 

 

Another example of a material resolution:  practice some form of charity this Advent.  

We have the Gifts for the Christ Child Tree in the Narthex.  Consider taking an ornament 

and purchasing something for a family in need. 

 

And finally, a material resolution for Advent could be fill out your 2019 stewardship 

renewal forms.  I invite the ushers to come up at this time and pass out the 2019 



stewardship pledge cards.  We have to wrap up our stewardship renewal and we are late 

doing that this year.  If you have already turned in your stewardship pledge card thank 

you!  Please just write “Amen” on the form.  If you haven’t turned it in – maybe this can 

be your Advent penance!  Please take a moment to fill it out.  We need your help.  You 

the parishioners are the heart of the parish and the reason we exist.  We need your 

volunteer help on a number of fronts.  Thank you for all the ways you share your time 

and talent. 

 

Can I just share what an amazing community this is?  We have a parishioner who was 

just diagnosed with cancer and I was amazed how parishioners have arranged meals and 

carpools and prayers and cards and just a tremendous outpouring of support.  That’s the 

blessing of being part of family like this. 

 

Thanks to everyone for your generosity! 

 


