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Growing up as a kid this was always one of my favorite times of the year.  I would get 

out the catalogues and go through carefully making my Christmas list of all the toys that I 

wanted.  It’s easy to get caught up during this time of year in all the things that we want, 

but do we ever stop to think:  What does Jesus want for Christmas?  It is his birthday 

after all! 

 

What does Jesus want most?  I want to share a story about what God wants most for 

Christmas.  There is a medieval tale about a woman who was trying to get into heaven.  

St. Peter told her that if she could find the thing that God wants most then she would be 

admitted to heaven.  So, the woman set off to find what God treasured most.  She 

gathered a vile of blood from a martyr thinking – surely this is what’s most valuable to 

God – someone giving their entire life for Jesus.  But St. Peter said, “The blood of 

martyrs is precious but it’s not what God wants most.”   

 

Next, she found a prayer book used by a devout priest his whole life.  She thought, 

“Surely, this is most valuable to God – this represents someone’s fidelity and prayer his 

whole life.”  But again, that wasn’t it. 

 

Next, she brought the worn-out shoes of a missionary who spent his whole life traveling 

the world preaching the gospel.  This still wasn’t it. 

 

Feeling a little discourage the woman went down to the center of a town and a man came 

riding in on his horse.  He was older, and his face was weathered and worn.  In the center 

of the town there was a fountain and a little boy playing.  The man saw the child and 

suddenly remembered his boyhood innocence.  Then, looking into the fountain he saw 

the reflection of his own face.  It was hardened and weathered from a life of sin.  Tears of 

repentance welled up in his eyes and began to flow down his cheeks.  The woman 

gathered a few of these tears and took them up to heaven.  There was great rejoicing in 

heaven, for this is what God wants most – a repentant heart.  (A World of Stories, by 

William Bausch) 

 

In the gospel this Sunday, John the Baptist appears on the scene.  John’s whole goal was 

to prepare people for the coming of the Messiah.  How did he prepare people?  By calling 

people to repentance!  Repentance means to making a turn:  turn away from sin and 

toward Jesus. 

 

The greatest gift we can give to Jesus for Christmas is a repentant heart.  The main point 

of my homily this week is very simple.  Please come to confession to prepare for 



Christmas.  This week throughout JOCO we will have our communal penance services 

with opportunities for confession:  this afternoon at 3 pm we have confessions at Queen 

of the Holy Rosary Overland Park.  Monday night we will be here.  There will be about 

12 priests hearing confessions beginning at 7 pm.  Tuesday night we have confessions at 

Prince of Peace, Wednesday night at Sacred Heart Shawnee, Thursday at Ascension and 

then next Sunday at Nativity at 7 pm. 

 

Please come especially if it’s been a long time.  Don’t talk yourself out of going.  You 

might start thinking – I don’t even remember how to go, or I don’t remember the act of 

contrition.  Don’t worry about any of that, the priest will help you through it.  Don’t give 

way to embarrassment of shame.  The devil loves the darkness and will do anything to 

keep us from bringing our sin to the light of Christ because that’s when healing begins.  

There is a saying in recovery: we are only as sick as our secrets! 

 

Can I make just one other point about the gospel?  When you hear these names:  Caesar, 

Pontius Pilate, Herod, Anna, Caiaphas, what do you think about?  Those are names we 

hear during Holy Week!  They remind us of the Passion of Jesus and here we are in 

Advent.  This is a basic reminder that the whole reason Jesus was born was to die on the 

cross.  Jesus came to save us.  If we are going to accept Jesus as our Savior, the first step 

is to acknowledge:  I’m a sinner and I need to be saved!  It takes humility to 

acknowledge, Lord I’m a sinner!  We have to overcome our pride to go to confession! 

 

You know why I like to go confession?  I love to experience the peace of God’s 

forgiveness.  If you want peace in your heart for Christmas, go to confession.  Let go of 

the past.  Receive the assurance of God’s forgiveness and the help of his grace. 

 

If we don’t go to confession, sin keeps us from receiving the gifts and graces God wants 

to lavish upon us.  Imagine a time when you were really sick and felt exhausted, lousy, 

nauseous, and now imagine feeling that way and sitting down to a huge table filled with 

splendid food.  It looks great, but it turns your stomach and you just can’t eat it.  That’s 

what sin does to our soul.  If we are sick in our sin, then we cannot receive all the gifts 

and graces God wants to give us. They are lost.  The first step is to let Jesus heal us.  

Confession is a sacrament of healing! 

 

As you ponder what you want for Christmas, take time to remember what Jesus wants 

most.  The greatest gift we can give the Lord is a repentant heart.  Jesus tells us come to 

me you who are weary and burden and let me refresh you.  There is nothing God likes to 

do more than forgive our sins!   


