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Alphonse Ratisbonne was born in 1814 into a wealthy upper-class banking family in France.  He 

was raised in the Jewish faith but in time fell away from the faith and became an atheist. 

 

At the age of 27, he was engaged to be married but prior to getting married he thought he’d take 

a holiday – travel to Italy, sew his wild oats and then return to France, get married and take over 

responsibility of the family business. 

 

While in Rome, Ratisbonne stayed with an Italian family who were dear friends.  One of the 

brothers was a Baron who had recently converted to the Catholic faith.  Ratisbonne had a 

particular loathing for Catholics! 

 

The Baron knowing Ratisbonne’s professed atheism began sharing his new found Catholic faith 

with exuberance.  Ratisbonne was thinking – this guy is nuts!  Seeing that he was making little 

progress the Baron offered Ratisbonne a challenge.  He handed him a miraculous medal and 

asked Ratisbonne to wear it and to pray the Memorare – The “Remember Oh Most Gracious 

Virgin Mary.”  Ratisbonne could hardly contain his anger.  He couldn’t believe how forward the 

Baron was about his faith and basically accepted the medal and said the prayer basically to shut 

the Baron up. 

 

A few days later, a dear friend of the Baron’s passed away and Ratisbonne felt obligated to go 

along with the family to make the funeral arrangements.  On the way to the church, Ratisbonne 

made derogatory comments about Catholicism to let the Baron know his efforts to convert him 

had fallen on deaf ears. 

 

While in the church, Ratisbonne wandered around the nave while the Baron went off to plan the 

funeral.  All of the sudden, Ratisbonne said it was if the building disappeared around him and he 

say light emanating from a chapel.  He entered the chapel and there had a vision of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary.  In a moment, his mind was illuminated with the truths of the faith and he saw the 

depravity of his own soul.  Ratisbonne fell to his knees weeping tears of repentance.  The Baron 

found Ratisbonne weeping in the side chapel dedicated to St. Michael and Ratisbonne 

immediately asked to be baptized. 

 

Within a year of his conversion Ratisbonne entered the Jesuits.  He went on to become a priest 

and founded a religious community dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary:  The Congregation of 

Our Lady of Sion.  This is the community that founded Sion High School here in Kansas City. 

 

Today is Pentecost!  On this day the Holy Spirit came down upon the Apostles and the Blessed 

Virgin Mary in tongues of fire.  I want to make 3 points about our feast today. 



 

Frist, you may be wondering, “Why the story about Ratisbonne on Pentecost?”  -Because #1 the 

Holy Spirit leads us to conversion and repentance.  On Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit came, 

3000 people converted on the spot! 

On Pentecost Sunday, we have the gospel about the institution of the sacrament of reconciliation.  

It is through the power of the Holy Spirit that our sins are forgiven.  The Holy Spirit wants to 

bring us into Communion with the Father!  Conversion is the work of the Holy Spirit. 

 

I love the story of Ratisbonne because it reminds us that no one is ever beyond the reach of 

God’s love.  After his conversion Ratisbonne cried out: “O my God! I who only a half hour 

before was still blaspheming! I who felt such a deadly hatred of the Catholic religion! And all 

who know me know well enough . . . (know) I have the strongest reasons for remaining a Jew. 

My family is Jewish; my (fiancé) is Jewish; my uncle is a Jew. In becoming a Catholic, I 

sacrifice all my interests and all my hopes I have on Earth; and yet I am not mad.”  I’m not 

crazy!  I really had a vision of the Blessed Virgin Mary… and he converted! 

 

Maybe there is someone here today struggling with faith.  Struggling to believe.  Of all days, ask 

the Holy Spirit today to come into your heart and give you the light of faith.  The bible says it is 

only through the Holy Spirit that we can come to acknowledge Jesus as Lord.  Faith is a gift!  

Maybe there is someone in your life who is an unbeliever, who is estranged from the faith, of all 

days pray for the Holy Spirit to come upon them! 

 

Second Point:  You may be thinking – OK, the story of Rastibonne sounds more like a story 

about the Blessed Virgin Mary not the Holy Spirit.  Here’s the point I want to draw out:  Mary is 

the spouse of the Holy Spirit.  If you want to grow in your relationship with the Holy Spirit draw 

close to Mary. 

 

In marriage the two become one!  It was by the power of the Holy Spirit that Jesus was 

conceived in the womb of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  Mary is the spouse of the Holy Spirit.  What 

keeps us from perfect union with the Holy Spirit?  Our sin!  Because of our original sin we don’t 

always discern clearly the inspirations of the Holy Spirit.  But Mary was conceived without 

original sin.  There are no barriers between her and the Holy Spirit.  She follows perfectly the 

inspirations of the Holy Spirit.  So, if you want to grow in your relationship with the Holy Spirit 

draw close to Mary.  Pray the rosary.  Wear the scapular.  Place yourself under her mantle.  Wear 

the miraculous medal and ask Mary to take you by the hand and show you the will of the Holy 

Spirit. 

 

Finally, the third point:  Pentecost – the Coming of the Holy Spirit is all about evangelization!  

What happened when the Holy Spirit came down upon the Apostles?  They could not contain 

themselves.  They were on fire for Jesus and their tongues were loosened.   

 

Right now, in the church, Pope Francis has been focusing on evangelization. Archbishop 

Naumann has been focusing on evangelization, and here at St. Michael the central super-priority 

of our parish is evangelization.  In fact, building up to Pentecost, the Archbishop asked all of us 

to pray a novena to the Holy Spirit with the particular intention of forming missionary disciples.  



What is a missionary disciple?  A disciple of Jesus is a follower of Jesus.  A missionary disciple 

is a follower of Jesus who is on mission.  What is our mission?  -To go and make disciples. 

 

Evangelization begins with prayer.  I’m asking all of us on this Pentecost to make a list of the 

people in our lives and the ask the Holy Spirit – who are 2 or 3 people that you are calling me to 

invest in right now?  Evangelization begins with prayer and then it’s all about forming 

relationships.  We don’t begin by beating people over the head with the truths of our faith.  We 

begin with compassion, with love, by taking an interest in people’s lives, by forming friendships, 

by asking questions. And then motivated by true, loving concern, we talk about Jesus.  We’ve 

got to overcome this fear of talking about God with others.  Begin by trying this at home!  

Parents talk to your children about who Jesus is to you. 

 

St. Maximillian Kolbe celebrated his first Mass in the chapel where Ratisbonne encountered the 

Blessed Virgin Mary and then throughout his priesthood he would give nearly everyone he met a 

miraculous medal.  Mother Teresa also handed out miraculous medals.  I would like to give you 

today a miraculous medal.  They are available in the Narthex.  I’ve already blessed them.  

Consider wearing the Miraculous Medal and ask Mary to help you to be docile to the inspirations 

of the Holy Spirit in your life.  Or like that Baron maybe the Holy Spirit will prompt you to give 

that miraculous medal to someone in your life and then pray for them and watch what happens! 


