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Matt Karr is the president of the local chapter of St. Paul Outreach here in Kansas City.  At their 

annual prayer breakfast, he told the story of his first baseball outing with his youngest son.  As 

his 6-year old son got into the car, he said, “Dad, I’m bringing my baseball glove so that I can 

catch a foul ball.”  Matt didn’t want us son to get his hopes up so said, “Son, I have to tell you 

I’ve been to many many baseball games in my life and I’ve never caught a foul ball.”  His son 

said, “Oh, then we better pray.”  Immediately his son made the sign of the cross and prayed, 

“Jesus, please help us catch a foul ball today.” 

 

When they got to the stadium, Matt realized their seats were in the upper deck – greatly reducing 

the slim odds of ever catching a foul ball.  As they were watching the game, Matt received a text 

from friends who said that they were at the game sitting in the crown seats right next to the 

opposing team’s dugout.  The friend texted in excitement:  Cabrera from the Tigers just tossed us 

a baseball and I want to give it to your son!  Matt couldn’t believe it!  He said, “Son you prayed 

for a baseball and my friends just got a baseball from the Tigers and they want you to have it!”  

His son said, “Ok, but that’s not how I prayed I would get the baseball!”  A few innings later, a 

batter hit a high foul ball and it landed right in Matt’s lap!  He couldn’t believe it.  He caught a 

foul ball:  the first time in his life.  They went home that day with 2 baseballs! 

 

Matt said it was a beautiful reminder that we have a heavenly Father who loves us and cares 

about us.  He cares even about the little things of life. 

 

Today we celebrate Trinity Sunday.  Trinity Sunday reminds us of the Good News that God is a 

personal God:  God is Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  The movie Solo:  A Star Wars story came 

out on Friday.  While I enjoy the Star Wars movies, we remember today God isn’t a cosmic force 

or energy, rather, God is personal which means we can have a relationship with God!  You can’t 

have a relationship with a force.  You can have a relationship with a Father. 

 

In our second reading today from Romans, Paul says, “You did not receive a spirit of slavery to 

fall back into fear, but you received a spirit of adoption, through whom we cry, “Abba, Father.”  

Think of the image of a GI coming home from Afghanistan or Iraq.  As he gets off the plane, his 

daughter runs to her father crying out “Daddy!”  as she flings herself into his arms.  The Holy 

Spirit moves us to cry out, “Abba,” “Daddy.”  We have not received a spirit of slavery to fall 

back into fear.  Think of how a slave approaches his master:  with trepidation, fear, and anxiety.  

Is my master going to punish me or demand something of me?  We are not to approach God with 

fear and trepidation, but with a Spirit that moves us to cry out, “Abba, Father.”  Pray into your 

image of God.  Do you see God as your Father?  Try calling out, “Abba,” “Father,” in your 

prayer.  What our Father wants most is our faith and trust as his beloved children. 

 



 

 

Fr. Dave Pivonka has produced the Wild Goose Series on the Holy Spirit and he made an 

interesting comment on this passage.  He pondered, “Why didn’t St. Paul just say, “We have 

been given the Spirit or Sonship?  Or we have been given the Spirit to become a daughter of 

God?”  Rather, Paul specifically says, “We have received the spirit of adoption.”  On one level 

we may think:  I don’t want to be adopted!  That doesn’t sound very appealing.  But interestingly 

in Roman Law adoption was an intricate process.  When someone was adopted, he or she 

became a radically new person.  Through adoption you received a new name.  Not only that, but 

under Roman law when someone was adopted all their debts were forgiven. 

 

But there’s more.  Under Roman Law a couple that gave birth naturally to a child could set the 

child aside if it had a defect or if it wasn’t the sex that they wanted.  Tragically, little babies were 

exposed and abandoned and left to die.  But interestingly, if a couple chose to adopt a child they 

could never abandon the child.  The logic was, if you adopted you knew what you were getting.  

So, if you willfully chose to adopt a child, you were forever uniting that child to your family.  

You could never abandon that child.    

 

Now we see how beautiful it is to hear that we have been given a spirit of “adoption.”  Through 

our baptism we become God’s adopted children and take on a new identity in Christ.  We receive 

a new name:  Christian.  Our debt to sin is washed away.  God knows us with all of our 

weaknesses, brokenness, flaws and insecurities and he says, “You are my adopted children.”  I 

claim you as my son.  I claim you as my daughter.  And I will never abandon you.  Nothing can 

ever separate from the love of God in Christ Jesus St. Paul says. 

 

In the gospel we see God’s master plan:  “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”  God doesn’t 

want to claim a few people as his adopted children.  He wants to invite all people into the one 

family of God.  And he wants our help.  We are commissioned to go and make disciples. 

 

One way we are forming disciples and inviting people into Christian community is through the 

Vine.  I want to invite everyone this weekend to pray about joining the “Vine.”  The Vine is a 6-

week faith sharing series that is hosted in the homes of parishioners.  The motto of the Vine is:  

friendship with Christ and friendship with others.  It’s all about building relationships.   

 

Through the 6 weeks of the Vine, parishioners go through the scriptures about salvation history 

so that they know our story:  the reality of the fall, what God has done to save us, who Jesus is, 

and our call to be disciples of Jesus.  The Vine is not a program.  It’s not a bible study that I 

check the box and say, “OK, I’ve finished that - what’s next.”  The Vine is for those who seeking 

to be formed as missionary disciples.  In the coming weeks, we will be advertising the dates that 

the Vine will be offered this summer.   

 

On this Trinity Sunday, we celebrate that God is one and God is three.  God in his very inner life 

is a community of love and he wants to draw all people into the one family of God.  He wants to 

claim each person as an adopted son or daughter.  And he is commissioning us to go forth and 

make disciples, to invite people into the one family of God. 


