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When I was little kid, I heard more than once, “Brian, where are you?”  “What are you getting in the 
kitchen?”  That’s usually when I would scarf down the chocolate chip cookie!  We’ve probably all heard 
the words God said to Adam, “Where are you?”  A friend named Mark recounted the story that age four, 
he stumbled onto a razor blade.  Mark had this feeling that it was probably not something that he was 
supposed to touch but it was shinny and so he picked up.  Right as he did, he heard his mother call out, 
“Mark, where are you?”  Mark immediately hid.  When his mother found him, she asked, “What do you 
have in your hand.”  Mark’s instinctually just squeezed the razor blade trying to hide it and he ended up 
cutting his hand. 
 
What’s our tendency after we sin?  To do what Adam did:  to run, to hide, to cover up what we’ve done.  
And then when Adam was found he became defensive and blamed others.  Adam blamed Eve and he 
even blamed God:  You put this woman in the garden!  You’re to blame!  Someone said when things go 
well we are inclined to take the credit, when they go bad we blame God. 
 
What’s the message of our readings?  Stop hiding.  Stop clinging to your sin, it will only hurt you.  And 
then take responsibility for what you’ve done.  Why do we hide?  Why do conceal our sin?  Shame, 
embarrassment, but even more fundamentally than that, we often fear rejection and condemnation 
because we really don’t trust our Heavenly Father. 
 
The gospel at first glance can feed into this fear – it mentions a sin God won’t forgive:  blasphemy 
against the Holy Spirit.  Most scripture scholars say blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is when our hearts 
are so hardened that we no longer desire God’s forgiveness.  The Pharisees hearts were hardened.  They 
did not have faith in Jesus and accused him of being in league with the devil.  They were unrepentant 
and so Jesus could not heal or forgive them.  The sin God can’t forgive is the one that we hide or cling to 
or refuse to confess.  God is saying to each of us, like he did to Adam, “Where are you.”  In doing so he is 
seeking us out can calling us out of the darkness into the light.  Be Not Afraid to come before God as you 
are – naked and wounded, and trust in His mercy! 
 
What we all have is really a trust issue.  If you study salvation history God’s people always lack trust!   
 
St. Pope John Paul II said that at the heart of the fall is doubting the Fatherhood of God.  We lack trust.  
The devil tempted Adam and Eve by sewing doubt in their hearts:  Did God really tell you not to eat of 
this tree?  Play out the devil’s logic:  If God is really your loving Father, why would he be keeping 
something from you?  Maybe God is trying to enslave you?  Don’t trust your Father.  In fact, if you want 
happiness, you’re going to have to reach out and grasp in yourself. 
 
How often then do we go through life grasping at what we think will make us happy because we really 
don’t trust that our Heavenly Father will provide for us?  If only I have this car or this house or gain this 
degree or get this promotion or go on this vacation, then I will be happy.  We really don’t believe our 
heavenly Father will give us everything good that we need.  Material things aren’t the only thing we 
chase after.  Now, more than ever we are chasing after the approval of others.  We want other people 
to like us. 
 
I’m listening right now to a book on audible books called, “iGen.” It’s a book about the “I” generation.  
After the millennials comes the “I” generation.  Those in the “IGen” were born roughly between 1995 



and 2012.  They’re called the “IGen” because of they are the generation that has grown up with the 
Internet and iphone.  One characteristic about the iGen but certainly not exclusive to young people in 
the use of social media.  For some people it is controlling their lives.  Hours upon hours are spent posting 
just the right pictures so that people will like them. 
 
What happens if we live in the minds of others?  We are going to live on an emotional rollercoaster.  
When we have the accolades and esteem of others we feel great, but when someone doesn’t “like” our 
photo or respond to our post, we feel terrible.  Studies are showing that those who use social media are 
reporting higher instances of depression.  We are chasing after the approval of others and looking for 
our value in what others think of us. 
 
Did you hear the gospel?  It said Jesus’ own family thought he was crazy!  The religious leaders thought 
he was in league with the devil.  People didn’t think very highly of him and yet he was at peace!  Why?  
Because he was living in the truth that he was the Beloved Son of the Father.  He wasn’t looking to be 
validated by other people.  If we compare ourselves with others we are falling in a trap.  I’ve just started 
tweeting and the other night in the rectory we were comparing the number of Twitter followers we 
have.  Fr. Shawn has 954.  Fr. Matt has 87 and I have a lowly 84.  I said, I’m going to have to start 
preaching on Twitter to get increase my following!!  This is chasing after the wind!  But how often do get 
caught up in such distractions, looking for validation in the number of followers or likes we have on 
social media. 
 
One last point about the gospel.  Jesus says, “Whoever does the will of my Father is brother and sister 
and mother to me.”  For the Jews, to be a part of God’s chosen people was dependent on your blood 
lineage.  Here’s the Good News, Jesus came to open up God’s kingdom to all people.  Whoever does the 
will of the Father is invited into God’s family.  What is the will of the Father?  John 6:40:  This is the will 
of the Father, to believe in the one whom he sent.  To have faith in Jesus, to believe, to trust, this is what 
God wants. 
 
Jesus came to restore our trust.  You think God is trying to hold something back from you?  Jesus says, 
here take my whole live – everything I have is yours. 
 

You think God is trying to enslave you?  Jesus says, I’ve come not to be served but to serve – to be your 

slave. 

You don’t think God wants your happiness?  Jesus says, I’ve come that you might have joy and have it to 

the full. 

Where are you?  Be not afraid, to answer with confidence, “Here I am Lord, I come to do your will.”   


