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We come to Mass today with heavy hearts after hearing about the grand jury report released this 

past week in Pennsylvania and this on the heels of the ex-Cardinal McCarrick scandal.  The 

grand jury report examined the sexual abuse of minors in six dioceses over a 70-year period and 

its cover-up.  The shocking numbers in the report are mostly old news, known since the original 

sex abuse scandal erupted fifteen years ago. What is new is the heart-breaking and revolting 

details of what really happened.  Before, the crime and sin could be thought of in the abstract, 

but the report makes the crimes and sins real to our imaginations and emotions.  It feels like a 

whole new scandal. 

  

First, as a priest, I want to apologize on behalf of the church.  My heart goes out to all the victims 

of abuse.  Let’s pray for their healing at this mass.  I also want to apologize to all of you for all 

the sadness and embarrassment this has caused.   

 

Personally, the news has stirred many emotions - quite honestly, I’ve had a sickening feeling:  

how could this happen?  How could a priest do something like that and then get up celebrate 

Mass?  I don’t understand.  I feel shock, but also betrayal, disappointment and anger for the 

cover-up and the way that some bishops sought to protect the Church’s reputation and priests, 

rather than protect innocent victims.   

 

I don’t want to minimize in anyway the tragedy of this dark history or the unspeakable crimes 

committed, but the grand jury report reveals that the vast majority of incidents reported occurred 

prior to 2002.  This is when the Church adopted the Charter for the Protection of Children and 

Young People, also called the Dallas charter.   

 

I know our credibility is shot, but the Grand Jury’s conclusions are consistent with other studies 

showing that the situation has improved markedly since 2002.  I and the whole staff here, and the 

Archdiocese, take the safe environment procedures very seriously, and, while we remain 

imperfect, the Catholic Church is as safe a place for young people today as anyplace in the 

country. 

 

Many of you here have gone through our safe environment training called VIRTUS.  Virtus and 

a back-ground check are required for anyone in the church working with youth.  The 

Archdiocese has employed a report investigator who is a former FBI agent, a victim’s assistance 

coordinator, an independent review board comprised of primarily lay professionals and we 

follow the zero-tolerance policy set out by the Dallas charter for any priest or church employee 

that is found guilty of misconduct with a minor. 

 



How do we respond to all this?  “Anger is actually a righteous and necessary response, but it 

needs to be an anger that bears fruit,” (Archbishop Chaput) an anger that propels us to greater 

holiness and an anger that leads us to work for real justice so that this never happens again. 

 

This past Thursday, we had our recently ordained priest gathering at the Archbishop’s residence.  

We gather the priests ordained 5 years and less for on-going formation.  The young priests that 

gathered expressed their sadness and anger over the scandals, but they said this is serving as a 

wake-up call to deeper holiness.  This is a time of purification, a time to do penance for the sins 

of our brother priests, and a call for deepening conversion. 

 

Archbishop told us now is not the time to give way to discouragement.  In fact, this is what the 

devil wants:  discouragement that ultimately leads to despair.  Despair is “the deliberate 

acceptance of the thought that even God cannot save us from disaster.” It’s the belief that, “God 

has abandoned me.  He is not present in the midst of my suffering.  He can’t ‘make straight’ 

what is crooked.  He can’t fix what is broken.”  This is despair, and this is the temptation we 

must now fight against.   

 

My spiritual director this week told me, “A falling tree makes more noise than a growing forest.”  

A dead tree that falls does make a lot of noise.  If it becomes our sole focus, it can lead to 

discouragement and contempt.  And if we focus just on the dead wood, we miss all the trees 

silently growing, all the good that is happening, and can even be cut off from the source of life 

Himself – Jesus.   

 

What gives me hope is that I do see a lot of trees silently growing.  We now have well over 300 

parishioners that have gone through Christ Renews His Parish, around 70 men right now meeting 

on Monday morning to consecrate themselves totally to Jesus through Mary, a growing number 

of people coming to confession and daily Mass, and people generously sharing their time and 

talent to serve those in need.  

 

This weekend, as we continue reading the Bread of Life discourse in John’s gospel, we had 

intended on focusing our homily on Eucharistic Adoration.  I think this was providential.  Now 

more than ever we need to turn to Jesus, to re-commit our lives to him, and to make Jesus, who is 

truly present to us in the Eucharist, the center of our lives. 

 

The truth is “God does not abandon his Church.  In every generation he sends men and women to 

restore her purity and revive her mission.” (Archbishop Chaput)  And renewal in the church 

always begins with prayer.  I’m asking all our parish families to please sign up to spend an hour 

of prayer each week with Jesus in our Adoration chapel. 

 

We are blessed here at St. Michael to have a beautiful Adoration Chapel which can be accessed 

24-7 on the back of our church building.  You can actually pop-in for a visit any time, even if 

you don’t sign up for a formal holy hour.   

 

Remember when Jesus was going through his own agony in the garden, he asked his apostles, 

“Can you not spend one hour with me?”  The Lord is asking each of this same question. 

 



This past July, I was blessed to take a week-long silent retreat.  While on retreat, during one holy 

hour of Adoration, I started fidgeting and feeling restless.  I stopped trying to meditate on the 

scriptures and I just said, “Jesus, this is your time.”  “You speak to me.”  And immediately, I 

heard Jesus say to me, “All I want is your Adoration, your love.  Just be with me.”  The Lord is 

inviting us to turn to him, to be with him, to love him. 

Archbishop Chaput said, “We live in a time of anger, confusion and anxiety in the Church.  We 

can’t escape, and we need to face, the difficulties that burden us.  But we can prevent them from 

undermining our faith and compromising our sound judgment.  To borrow a truth from the Letter 

to the Romans, where evil abounds — including evil within the Church and among her leaders 

— holiness abounds more.” 

Now is not the time to throw in the towel or give way to discouragement, it’s the time to up our 

game and to heed God’s call to become the saints the Church needs right now. 


