
Five weeks ago, we read the beginning of John chapter six in our Sunday gospel and today we come to the end of 

that chapter.  In the weeks in between we have experienced heartbreak, justified anger and disgust in light of the revelations 

of the Pennsylvania grand jury on clergy abuse and the subsequent cover-up.  And though Fr. Brian and I said it last week, it 

deserves to be repeated: as a priest, I am deeply sorry – I’m sorry to the victims, and we continue to pray for the victims and 

their healing at Mass; and I’m sorry for the embarrassment and sadness this scandal has caused.  But I bring up this 

uncomfortable topic once again because this scandal has shaken the faith of many.  My faith is shaken.  My faith is shaken, 

but by the grace of God, not destroyed.  And one of the passages from Scripture that has helped me get threw these dark 

and trying weeks is in our gospel.  So, if the passage helped me, perhaps it can help some of you as well.  

The beginning of John 6, which we read five weeks ago, shows us the miraculous feeding of the 5,000, the 

multiplication of the loaves.  And in many ways, we could call the feeding of the 5,000 the “high water mark” of Christ’s 

success, at least worldly success.  Fast forward to our gospel for this Sunday, at the end of John 6, and we see that many of 

these same disciples leave.  So, I suppose the question is why?  Why, after so many people witness this incredible miracle 

does Jesus’ popularity begin to fall?  Why is He less popular?  You know, often when our Lord bestows on us some great 

grace, in turn He often makes greater demands on us – to whom much is given, much is expected, as we are told in the 

gospel.  And so, when the faith of the multitude had been strengthened by seeing the miraculous multiplication of loaves 

Christ makes a difficult demand upon them, He challenges them by explicitly teaching on the reality of the Eucharist: 

“unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you do not have life within you.  Whoever eats my flesh 

and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him on the last day.”  And that was simply too much for some, “This 

saying is hard, who can accept it?” And many left. 

So, Jesus turns to the 12 Apostles and asks them: “Will you also go away?”  And it’s important to say here that our 

Lord knows the answer (He knew “from the beginning the ones who would not believe”), but in asking the question He is 

throwing  out a challenge – He is giving them the opportunity to assert their faith in Him and Simon Peter does just that, 

answering on behalf of all the Apostles: “Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.  We have come to 

believe and are convinced that you are the Holy One of God.”  Perhaps Peter didn’t know how Jesus would give us His 

Body and Blood, maybe he was more confused than those who left, but because he believed in Jesus, he believed in what 

He said.  

Now, typically, this passage is used as consolation when we struggle with some teaching of our Lord that we can’t 

quite understand, like some people struggle with the Eucharist.  And yes, Jesus’ teachings aren’t always easy, but Peter’s 

confession reminds us that our faith in who Jesus is can help us to say yes to Jesus even when things don’t make sense.  But 



of course, today we aren’t talking about struggling with a difficult teaching.  Even still, this exchange between Jesus and Peter 

can help us move forward in the face of this scandal, because I imagine, more than a few of us have been tempted to 

become disaffected with the institutional church, maybe to even leave the Church.  Yet if we allow these scandals to take us 

away from the Church, then we are allowing the scandals to take us away from Christ because we believe that Christ and His 

Church are one – and believe me, those words are as hard for me to say at a time like this as they are for everyone to hear: 

Christ and His Church are one.  How could I say such a thing?  Because to deny that Christ and His Church are one is to 

deny the very words of Jesus.  Take, for example, the conversion of St. Paul in Acts of the Apostles.  Before his conversion, 

St. Paul intensely persecuted the early Church.  But then Paul, who was also known as Saul, traveled on the road to 

Damascus and Christ appeared to him (and remember, Christ had already died, risen from the grave and ascended to 

heaven) and said: “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?”  He didn’t say “why are you persecuting my people or my 

church, but why are you persecuting Me?” Christ and His Church are one. 

How can this be in light of all the recent scandals? Well the early twentieth century apologist, Hilaire Belloc, once 

commented that “the Catholic Church is an institution I am bound to hold is divine – but…a proof of its [divine institution] 

might be found in the fact that no merely human institution conducted with such knavish imbecility would have lasted a 

fortnight.”  The Church is a divine institution because it survives and even thrives in spit of the flaws of those to whom God 

has entrusted it.  And I know this is a shallow consolation under the present circumstances, but it is true – if the Church 

wasn’t founded by Christ and a part of His Mystical Body then it would’ve fallen a long, long time ago.  And we get a hint of 

this truth at the end of John 6, in the final two verses of the chapter which are actually omitted from our reading.  After 

Peter’s confession of faith Jesus says, “Did I not choose you twelve?  Yet is not one of you a devil?”  Christ said this in 

reference to Judas of Iscariot, his betrayer.  Christ has been betrayed by those He chose from the beginning, yet even 

betrayal from within can’t stop our Lord from accomplishing His mission.  When Judas betrayed our Lord it looked, to all 

accounts, like a bitter end for this Jesus of Nazareth: He died a publicly shameful and physically tortuous death.  Yet God 

took this great evil, this betrayal of Judas and transformed it into the greatest of goods: Christ’s victory over sin and death 

whereby He wins the grace that forgives our sins.  Christ and His Church are one, even if some members betray Him.   

Now I don’t say any of this to minimize the criminal, immoral betrayal on the part of some of the clergy – we 

absolutely should work to bring offenders to justice and to try and reform certain structures and policies where it’s possible.  

No, I say all this to strengthen our faith in the face of a serious scandal. Let us make Peter’s response our own.  Let us tell 

Jesus, “Lord to whom shall we go, you have the words of eternal life.”  And let us allow our Lord, really, truly and 

substantially present in the Eucharist to transform us into the saints the Church so badly needs.   


