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Two weeks ago, I preached on the sexual abuse scandals in the church and things continue 

to unfold.  Just this past week, the former Papal Nuncio to the United States, Archbishop Vigano 

released a statement naming bishops, cardinals and even the pope in covering up the scandalous 

and sinful behavior of the ex-cardinal McCarrick.  In light of all this, I really encourage you to read 

Archbishop Naumann’s article in the Leaven this week.  It is a comprehensive article, 

acknowledging all that has taken place and outlining a concrete plan of action.  The Archbishop is 

asking us to pray and fast.  He wants our Archdiocese to take the lead in caring for victims of 

abuse.  You can read about his policy of transparency and his call to have our priest files back to 

the 1950’s reviewed by an independent group.  And he is supporting Cardinal DiNardo’s call for a 

complete investigation of Archbishop Vigano’s statement.  As he says we must, “pursue the truth 

of why McCarrick was allowed to continue to exercise public ministry and continue in the College 

of Cardinals, when his sexual misconduct and abuse of power were already known.  We must do 

all that we can to ascertain the truth and then allow the chips to fall where they may.” 

 

 Personally, at the beginning of this past week I found myself scanning the Internet reading 

all the different headlines and reports about Archbishop Vigano’s statement and whether Pope 

Francis should resign.  As I got sucked into reading all this, I found myself feeling discouraged, 

depressed and angry.  On Wednesday, Fr. Matt and I talked about this and we said – we got to stop 

reading all this, it’s causing us to lose our focus and our peace. 

 

 It’s a good reminder that in the face of difficulty, if we lose our focus on Jesus, we can 

easily lose our peace.  It’s not that we ignore our problems or pretend if they’re not there they will 

go away.  But we have to remember basic truths:  God does not abandon his church.  Jesus is with 

us.  Times of purification are painful, but they are also times of grace.  As embarrassing as it is, it’s 

always a grace when the truth comes to light – because that’s when healing and real change can 

happen. 

 

 Our readings this weekend, remind us of where our true focus should be:  all of us are 

called to deeper interior conversion.  Religion is not a matter of external observances but interior 

transformation.   

 

I just started reading the book, “The Biggest Lie in the History of Christianity,” by 

Matthew Kelly.  In the beginning of the book, he tells the story of an owner of a company who was 

at home working on putting together an inspirational speech for the employees of his company, but 

his seven-year-old son kept interrupting him and distracting him.  Frustrated, the man picked up a 

magazine and thumbed through it and found a page that had a brightly colored map of the world.  

He tore the page out and the ripped it up into a dozen pieces.  He led his son into the living room 

and threw the pieces up in the air and said, “Son if you can put the map of the world together, I will 



give you $20!”  He thought for sure this would keep his son busy for a few hours.  Five minutes 

later, the boy came to his dad holding the map of the world put back together.  “How did you do 

that so quickly?” his father asked.  The boy smiled and said, “Dad, I had no idea what the map of 

the world looked like, but I noticed on the back of the pieces there was a face of a man.  I know 

what a man looks like, so I figured if got the man right, the world would be right.” 

 

The father handed his son the $20 and said, “Son, you’ve given me my speech for tonight.”  

“If you get the man or woman right, you get the world right.”  Transformation of our church, of our 

families, of our world, happens one person at a time.  We’ve all heard before, the only person you 

can change is yourself!  Jesus is calling each one of us to focus on our own interior conversion. 

 

So often we get obsessed with “things we have no influence over, rather than focusing on 

where we can have the most impact, which is our own thoughts, words, and actions.  It is our own 

thoughts, words, and actions that are at the epicenter of our circle of influence.  The further we get 

away from them, worrying about what other people are thinking and saying or doing, the weaker 

our influence and impact becomes.  Focus on affecting what you can affect, and you will have the 

most effect.  It all starts with you!”  (Matthew Kelly, p. 4) 

 

 The biggest lie in the history of Christianity, according to Matthew Kelly, is the belief 

that my own personal holiness is not possible.  That’s a lie.  God wants us to become saints and 

holiness is possible for each one of us. 

 

 What’s the first step toward holiness?  Our readings today point it out:  interior 

purification - turning away from sin!  Jesus tells the Pharisees, “You disregard God’s 

commandments . . . from within people, from their hearts, come evil thoughts, unchastity, theft, 

murder, adultery, greed, malice, . . . envy . . .”  Conversion is not a matter of following external 

observances – appearing pious and holy on the outside - it begins inside with a genuine desire to 

turn away from sin. 

 

 God’s commandments, in fact, are a gift and blessing to us.  In our first reading we hear 

how blessed the Israelites were that they were chosen to receive the 10 commandments from 

God.  How often though do we see the commandments not as a blessing, but as burdens imposed 

on us to limit our fun?  In actuality, the commandments are God’s Fatherly instruction for our 

happiness.  The first step to holiness then is a sincere desire to turn away from sin and to live in 

accord with God’s design for our lives. 

 

 The next step is to realize, I can’t overcome sin on my own.  Rooting out sin in my life is 

not a matter of mustering more will power, it requires a deeper surrender to grace.  “For by grace 

you have been saved through faith, and this is not from you; it is the gift of God.” (Eph 2:8)  The 

truth of the Christian story is that in humility, I must acknowledge my powerlessness over sin 

and my need for a Savior.  Without Christ, I can do nothing – I certainly can’t be holy. 

 

Holiness is a gift from God, but God wants our cooperation with grace.  Holiness takes 

determination on our part.  We must commit to a rule of life.  We’ve got to commit to the basics:  

staying connected to the sacraments, the fonts of grace.  Sunday Mass has to be a given.  

Frequent confession.  And a true commitment to daily prayer. 



Our church, our society, our world is in need of transformation and it all begins with 

ourselves.  “If you get the man or woman right, you get the world right.”  When we each undergo 

our own particular judgment, we are not going to be asked to give an account of other people’s 

lives, we will be asked to give an account of our own lives.  Let’s take seriously Jesus’ invitation 

to deeper interior conversion.  Don’t believe the big lie – your personal holiness is possible! 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


