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An old man was talking to his family doctor and said, "Doctor, I think my wife's going 

deaf." The doctor answered, "Well, here's something you can try to test her hearing. 

Stand some distance away from her without facing her and ask her a question. If she 

doesn't answer, move a little closer and ask again. Keep repeating this until she answers. 

Then you'll be able to tell just how hard of hearing she really is." So, the man goes home 

eager to test his wife’s hearing. He walked in the door and asked, "Honey, what's for 

dinner?" He didn't hear an answer, so he moved a little closer. "Honey, what's for 

dinner?" Still, no answer. He repeated this several times, until finally he was just a foot 

away and he yelled, “Honey what’s for dinner!” She answered, “For the 10th time, I said 

we’re having meat loaf!" 

 

Who’s the deaf person?  We might hear this gospel and think, “I’m not deaf,” this gospel 

doesn’t apply to me!  But, in humility all of us are meant to identify with this deaf man 

on a spiritual level.  At times we are deaf to the voice of God in our lives.  How often do 

we have the attitude that my day is my own and we’re not really open to listening for 

God’s voice in our day? 

 

Listening is actually an act of humility because it means we have to lose ourselves and 

give our attention to someone else.  There’s a reason we have 2 ears and one mouth.  The 

Lord is trying to tell us that listening is more important.  Listening is a skill that takes 

practice and most of us would agree that we could be better listeners! 

 

There is a story of a Native American Indian that was visiting a friend in New York City.  

They were walking on the sidewalk along a busy street.  There were lots of noises:  

traffic, horns honking, and the noise of construction workers.  All of the sudden the 

Native American Indian said, “I hear a cricket.”  His friend turned and said, “You’ve got 

to be kidding!”  “You hear a cricket?”  The Native American said, “I’ll show you.”  They 

approached a planter on the sidewalk and he brushed aside some leaves and sure enough 

– there was a cricket.  His friend said, “I can’t believe it!”  “How did you hear it?”  The 

Native American said, “It all depends what you are listening for.”  Let me show you.  He 

reached into his pocket and pulled out a few coins and dropped them on the pavement 

and everyone around stopped and looked. 

 

What or who are we listening to?  A 2007 study said that we are exposed to an average of 

5000 advertisements each day.  We hear voices all day long telling us we need this or that 

for our happiness, for our safety and security, for our health, for our social standing, to 

help us fit in, to make us more attractive . . . We are constantly bombarded by voices.  In 

the midst of all this noise, how do we hear the voice of God? 

 

Did you notice Jesus led the deaf man out of the city, away from the crowds?  If we are 

going to listen to the voice of God, we have to move into the silence.  Can I make a 

practical recommendation?  We have to set limits on our technology.  Don’t bring your 

phone to bed.  Turn it off by say 8:30 pm.  Set limits on your social media time and video 



game time.  If we are constantly “plugged into” our technology how will we hear God’s 

voice?  Let’s be honest, for many of us silence is uncomfortable, but the human spirit 

longs for silence.  We have to escape the roar of commercials, entertainment and the 

frenzied news.   

 

This past summer we had Vacation Bible School and one young child was asked what his 

favorite part of VBS was and he said, “When we got to go over to church and just sit in 

the silence.”  He had never experienced that!  Cardinal Sarah has written a book called, 

“The Power of Silence.”  Silence is powerful.  It allows us to absorb, reflect on and 

understand our human experiences.  And most importantly, silence allows us to encounter 

God and others. 

 

In addition, to unplugging from technology, let’s make a point of scheduling silence into 

our day.  Set aside at least 20 minutes a day for silent prayer to listen to the voice of God.  

I just read an article recently about prayer and the author said our tendency at times is to  

“junk up” our prayer.  What he meant was that we become so uncomfortable with silence 

in our prayer that our tendency is to multiply words instead of just listening.  It’s as 

simple as taking the gospel for the daily mass and reading it and reflecting on it.  The 

scripture is the Word of God.  Jesus still speaks to us today through the Word!   

 

What is the Good News God wants us to hear?  We heard it in our first reading.  “Be not 

afraid.”  God is with us.  In fact, he wants to be close to us and have a personal 

relationship with us.  Jesus led the deaf man away from the city and the crowds so that he 

could be alone with him.  Jesus wants to have a personal intimate relationship with you.  

He loves you.  In fact, he gave up his life on the cross to save you.  He wants you to 

know that he is with you, that freedom from sin is possible, that all things are working for 

your good, that you have a future full of hope, and that he has prepared a place in the 

Father’s house for you.   

 

Finally, let me make one last suggestion – as we begin fall, we have lots of opportunities 

to retreat from the Decapolis – the noise of our world – to hear the Good News.  Pray 

about going on Christ Renews His Parish retreats.  The men’s retreat weekend is Oct 13 

and 14th.  The women’s weekend is October 20th and 21st.  There is information in the 

Narthex today.     

 

Once the deaf man’s ears were opened, his tongue was loosed so that he could tell others 

what Jesus had done for him.  This gospel shows us the process of evangelization.  It 

begins with listening.  As a Christian our most important sense is the sense of hearing so 

that we can hear the Good News and come to faith.  And once we hear the Good News, 

we are called to go forth and proclaim God’s mighty deeds. 


