
Mass of Reparation September 12, 2018 
 
You may have noticed that we are wearing purple vestments tonight.  Purple is the color of 
penance in the church – normally worn during the penitential seasons of Advent and Lent.  But, 
with all the scandals in the church, we thought this is a time of purification in the church, a time 
of repentance – certainly for us clergy.  This is a time to put on the sack-cloth and ashes and beg 
for God’s mercy for the sins of priests and bishops. 
 
The scandals have evoked in most of us a gamete of emotions:  sadness, anger, frustration, 
embarrassment.  There is a lot to be angry about.  Sixteen years ago, most of us went through 
similar feelings as the sex abuse scandal erupted in Boston and spread everywhere.  You might 
ask, “Why are we being put through this again by our leaders?  Hasn’t anything changed?”  
  
I will address those issues, but first I want to talk about why we’re here tonight.  In the face of 
evil and crisis, Archbishop Naumann said our first response as Catholics should be praying to 
God, who alone will save us. That certainly doesn’t mean prayer is our only response – or that it 
alone is sufficient, but prayer comes first.  That is why we are here tonight -- to pray.  This is a 
mass of reparation for the sins of the clergy involved in the scandals -- sins of commission and 
omission.  
 
“Reparation” means making amends or repairing.  On the one hand, we can’t repair the 
physical, emotional, and spiritual suffering of the victims themselves and of their families.  
When someone is hurt by a priest, the very source of healing:  the sacraments - often become a 
painful reminder of the abuse.  And then there are those unknown crowds of former-Catholics 
who have left the Church over these scandals and never darken our doors anymore.  
 
I know this mass will not end their pain.  But while we can’t repair all the wounds caused by the 
scandals of the clergy with this mass, we are called as Catholics to seek spiritual blessings and 
healing for those who have been hurt.  So, we do acknowledge, first and foremost, our duty to 
make reparation to the victims and their families for the sins and crimes committed against 
them by clergy. 
 
But the repairs must also go beyond the direct victims.  All Catholics have been wounded by 
these scandals.  We must also pray tonight for the Church, because the Body of Christ is 
suffering and gravely wounded by these sins.  In a particular way too, our own parishioners are 
not only reeling from the clergy abuse scandals, but there is real disappointment that two of 
our former associate pastors have requested a leave of absence to discern leaving the 
priesthood:  Fr. Nathan Miller and Fr. Danny Schmitz.  Both of them left on their own accord, 
not because of any scandal, but it’s always sad when someone leaves the priesthood.  It’s 
similar to divorce.  I learned first-hand in my own family how divorce effects the whole family.  
It was a sad and difficult time.  When a priest leaves the priesthood, it also effects the family – 
our faith family. 
 



Now what’s being done to bring about real change to end this scandal of abuse and its cover-
up.  The original crisis that came to light back in 2002 was really a crisis of the priesthood.  
Although the bishops who moved and covered up priests’ sins were noted at the time, the main 
effort was to change our priestly culture and establish norms and procedures to ensure priests 
did not sexually abuse minors, and if they did, that they would be quickly reported, and a zero-
tolerance policy was enforced. 
 
We are still not perfect.  But since 2002 there has been a culture shift.  Change has happened.  
In the Pennsylvania Grand Jury Report most of what is reported, although gross and repellent, 
is old news.  
 
But, while there has been improvement in terms of sexual abuse of minors by priests, the new 
dimension of this scandal, I believe, centers on the bishops – and, now, Popes.  Catholics have 
been left wondering:  How does someone like former-Cardinal McCarrick even happen?  Some 
are saying, “everybody knew.”  What must be the culture of the bishops if McCarrick’s peers 
felt they need not, or could not, report such sins?  Now, is the time for accountability among 
our bishops.  Bishops must get their own house in order if they are to lead and shepherd us 
effectively.  They must call all of us to live the full gospel, including the virtue of chastity in its 
entirety.  But to do that effectively they must lead by personal example. 
 
As you know many of the Bishops of the United States are calling for a complete investigation 
of Archbishop Vigano’s statement.  Archbishop Vigano, the former papal nuncio, named 
bishops and Cardinals and even popes that knew about McCarrick’s sins with seminarians and 
priests.  Cardinal DiNardo, the head of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops has 
told American Catholics that we deserve the answers to who knew what – when about former 
Cardinal McCarrick. 
 
I’m grateful too, that in his Leaven article, Archbishop Naumann mentioned the importance of 
transparency regarding any substantiated allegations of sexual misconduct by a priest or bishop 
regardless if the victim was a minor or adult.  Also, in an effort of complete transparency, the 
Archbishop has called for a review of our priest files going back to 1950.  This is the moment in 
the church to thoroughly air our sins.  It’s the only way we can heal.  Sunlight is the great 
disinfectant.  It’s always a graced moment when darkness comes to light, because that’s when 
healing and real change can begin. 
 
I wish I could tell you the scandals are now all in the past.  But I’m afraid that we are in for a 
period of history when there will be an on-going, painful purification of the Catholic Church as 
the ugly truths of the past and present are revealed.  That is also why we must pray, for our 
own faith.  The greatest tragedy of these scandals – after the suffering of the victims 
themselves – is what they have done to the faith of the laity, and the ability of the Church to 
proclaim the saving Gospel of Jesus Christ.  How many will suffer spiritually because the 
message of Christ has been muffled by the shame of these sins? 
 



Archbishop Naumann has asked all of us to join him in fasting and prayer for the for the 
purification of the Church.   The Archbishop mentioned he is fasting on Wednesdays and 
Fridays.  Consider joining him – at least in some small way - perhaps not eating between meals 
on those days or avoiding sweets.  
 
We are alive at this historic time for better and worse.  It’s important that we not give way to 
discouragement or lose hope.  Yes, we are suffering for the sins of others, but we also have the 
opportunity to be heroic when others have faltered, to press on when others turn back.  
Christ’s Church will endure.  He has promised us that.  Let us follow Him, then, through this 
Calvary so to share His heaven, and by our fidelity in this crisis offer an example so that others 
can find the same salvation. 


