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Johnny Carson, who hosted the Tonight Show for 30 years, was interviewing an eight-

year-old boy one night.  The little boy had heroically rescued a couple of friends from a 

coal mine.  As Johnny questioned him, it became apparent that the boy was a Christian.   

Johnny asked him if he attended Sunday school.  When the boy said yes, Johnny 

inquired, "What are you learning in Sunday school?"  "Last week,” the boy replied, “our 

lesson was about how Jesus went to a wedding and turned water into wine." The audience 

burst into laughter and applause.   Keeping a straight face, Johnny asked, "And what did 

you learn from that story?"   The boy kind of squirmed in his chair.  He hadn’t thought of 

that question.  But then he lifted up his face and said, "If you're going to have a wedding, 

make sure you invite Jesus and Mary!"   

 

That’s an important point!  If you’re going to have a wedding invite Jesus and Mary.  The 

reality is fewer and fewer people are getting married in the church.  Many people are 

opting for destination weddings – getting married on a beach or at a country club.  

There’s a basic reason that Catholics are required to be married in the Church:  when a 

couple professes their vows here before the altar, it’s a sign that they want to build their 

marriage on the foundation of faith.  And they literally inviting Jesus to their wedding.  

Jesus is right here in the Eucharist!  Let me just add, if for some reason you did not get 

married in the Church, it’s not too late – come talk to us! 

 

But more than just the wedding day, invite Jesus and Mary into your married life.  Dr. 

Greg and Lisa Popcak were here last fall for a workshop on marriage.  They encouraged 

couples to pray together in simple ways.  When you roll over in bed in the morning begin 

by blessing your spouse!  Pray over each other:  Lord, help my spouse with the meeting 

they have today, give us patience with the kids, give my spouse peace and strength today.  

Take a few moments at the end of the day to thank God for the blessings of the day and 

ask God to make good any deficiencies of the day. 

 

Whether you are married or not, the point is – invite Jesus and Mary into your home!  We 

see Mary’s role in this gospel.  She was an advocate and intercessor for this wedding 

couple.  She saw the problem and went to tell Jesus.  Mary wants to intercede for you.  

Ask for her help.  Pray the rosary. 

 

There was story in a magazine about a couple that bought a new home and spent a lot of 

money on interior decoration.  And the husband brought home this huge picture of the 

Sacred Heart of Jesus that he wanted to hang in the living room.  At first his wife 

objected:  it didn’t fit with the décor.  But her husband reminded her of Jesus’ words, 



“Everyone who acknowledges me before others I will acknowledge before my heavenly 

Father.”  How could she object to that, so they hung the picture. 

 

The wife then talked about how transformative it was when they invited Jesus into their 

home.  One friend commented, “I always feel so peaceful in your home.”  She noticed 

how conversations were often drawn to a higher plane.  She concluded her article by 

saying, “When you invite Jesus into your home, you are never the same again.” 

 

The gospel also says that the disciples of Jesus were invited.  Are we fostering good 

Christian friendships?  It’s easy to find people who believe weekends are made for 

Michelob and they want to perpetually relive their party days of college life.  What crowd 

are we hanging out with?  Do we have meaningful, life-giving friendships?  This Lent we 

are going to have opportunities for small group discipleship called the Vine.  The motto 

of the Vine is “friendship with Jesus and friendship with others”.  Jesus always calls his 

disciples together to be a family, to be friends. 

 

Well, the little boy from Johnny Carson had a good insight, but there is so much more to 

this gospel.  This is Jesus’ first miracle.  We can ask the basic question – why for his first 

miracle would he change water into wine at a wedding?  He could have begun his public 

ministry by raising someone from the dead to show his power over death.  He could have 

begun by casting out a demon showing his power of the devil.  But instead, he chose to 

turn water into wine at a wedding.  Why? 

 

This is where the more we understand the Old Testament, the more our Christian faith 

makes sense.  The Prophet Isaiah prophesied that when the Messiah comes and ushers in 

the messianic kingdom there will be a feast of rich juicy food and pure choice wine!  The 

age of salvation, the coming of the Messiah will be symbolized by an abundance of wine!  

You could say that Jesus fulfilled this!  Those water jars each held 30 gallons.  Jesus 

made 180 gallons of wine!  What is he saying by this miracle?  I’m the Messiah, the 

Kingdom of God is at hand! 

 

Now, there is also great significance that Jesus chose to perform his first miracle at a 

wedding.  God’s whole plan of salvation is to wed his people.  Our first reading from 

Isaiah said, “As a young man marries a virgin, your Builder shall marry you.”  Your 

creator wants to marry you!  The bible begins with a wedding:  the wedding of Adam and 

Eve and the bible ends with a wedding:  the wedding feast of the Lamb where Christ the 

new Adam weds his bride the church.  The bible then is a love story of how God wants to 

wed his people. 

 

Sin causes a divorce between us and God.  And so, Jesus came on a rescue mission to 

save us from sin and reconcile us to the Father.  How are our sins forgiven?  First through 

our baptism!  In baptism our sins are washed away, and we are wed to God.  At a baby’s 

baptism we cloth the baby with a white garment - a symbol of purity, yes, but also a little 

wedding garment.  What happens if we sin after baptism?  We have the sacrament of 

Reconciliation.  It is there that our sin is forgiven and again we are united back to God.  

Then think back to your First Communion.  The little girls normally where white dresses 



and the boys a suit or shirt and tie.  They are dressing for a wedding.  It is here in the 

Eucharist that we renew our baptismal covenant - our wedding covenant with God.  The 

word Holy Communion means to be in union with.  It is here that we are wed to Christ 

Jesus.   

 

And what happens when we are wed to Jesus?  We’re transformed!  We’re given life.  

Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood will live forever!  We want to live our lives 

always in Communion with Jesus because apart from him we have no life! 

 

In a marriage the two become one!  Do you realize what this means?  We share in the 

divine life of God.  St. Athanasius writing in the 300’s said, “God became man so that 

man might become god.”  We become partakers in God’s divine nature.  We don’t talk 

enough about this but the whole goal of the Christian life is to be divinized. 

 

Let me just conclude with this:  being wed to Jesus is life-changing.  Apart from Jesus we 

are like those empty water jars.  But joined to Christ we are filled up to the brim and 

overflow with love.  And like water changed into wine, when we are joined to God we 

are transformed:  we experience peace in our soul, interior joy, alive, a sense of meaning 

and purpose, freedom and deliverance from sin.   

 


