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For much of human history God’s presence was veiled.  God was shrouded in mystery.  On the 

positive side, mystery lures us.  Something mysterious attracts us and fills us with wonder and 

awe.  On the shadow side, we may fear someone totally mysterious or unknown. 

 

In the Christmas season, we celebrate that God has removed the veil.  God has revealed himself 

in the person of Jesus.  In the person of Jesus, God has visited His people.  Now, in the person of 

Jesus we can see God, and touch God, and hear God.   

 

Today is the feast of Epiphany which means “Manifestation,” or to reveal, to make known.  

Today we celebrate that God has revealed himself in the person of Jesus as the savior of the 

world and as a light to the Gentiles. 

 

Every year on this feast of Epiphany we have the gospel of the magi.  I want to unpack this 

gospel today.  St. Ignatius says one way we can pray with scripture is to place ourselves into the 

story as one of the characters and then to pray with our imaginations.  What do you see, hear, 

touch, taste, smell?  Let’s place ourselves first in the shoes of Herod.   

 

When Herod hears the news about the birth of Jesus, he is troubled.  He sees Jesus as a threat to 

his kingship.  In our pride, we too can find it difficult to accept Jesus as our king.  Why?  

Because we want to be king and lord of our own lives.  We don’t like this notion of submitting 

our lives to someone else!  We like to be in control and this thought of surrendering control to 

someone else is humbling. 

 

But think about this:  Jesus came into the world as a baby precisely because he knows we have 

this fear of surrendering our lives.  This is God’s way of saying, “Be not afraid!”  Who can be 

afraid of a little baby?  This is what Jesus wants from us: “Place yourself into his hands entirely.”  

Give Jesus control of your life.  “Accept lovingly crosses, trials, joys, and sickness.”  “Don’t ask 

for suffering but open your arms wide if it comes.”  (Fr. Doyle, To Raise the Fallen, p. 126)  

 

Let’s place ourselves in the shoes of the Magi.  In a word, the Magi are seekers.  They ask, 

“Where is the newborn king of the Jews.”  They desire to see the face of God.  Do we have that 

same desire? 

 

Around this time every year, I interview all the candidates in RCIA – all those who are going 

through the classes to discern about becoming Catholic.  It’s one of my favorite things to do each 

year.  I enjoy hearing people’s stories about their faith background and how they have arrived at 

RCIA.  What’s common in all of them is that they’re seekers!  They all have a fervent desire to 

know Jesus and to follow him.   



 

Sometimes we can find in our own lives this desire for Jesus waning.  A basic prayer can be 

Lord, re-awaken in me a desire for you.  Never let me tire of seeking you.  Help me to love you 

and desire you.  The story of the magi is really our story.  We are all on a journey to see God 

face to face.  We will only fully arrive at that in the beatific vision in heaven. 

 

Now, we can find ourselves thinking – if only I lived back then when Jesus walked the earth, 

then I could have seen Jesus.  Where do we find Jesus now?  Where is this newborn king of the 

Jews?  We remember Jesus is here!  He is present to us especially in the Holy Eucharist.  There 

is a saying, “The God of history is now present in mystery.”  The God of history is now present 

to us in the sacred mysteries – in the sacraments of the church.  When Jesus walked the earth, he 

forgave sinners, he healed the sick, he fed the hungry crowds and he still does that today through 

the sacraments:  through confession, through the sacrament of the sick, through the Eucharist – 

through the sacred mysteries.  We remember God is with us! 

 

When the Magi found the Lord, what did they do?  We often focus on the material gifts that they 

magi brought:  gold, frankincense and myrrh.  But you know what the most important gift they 

gave Jesus?  -Their worship.  The gospel says, “They prostrated themselves and did him 

homage.” 

 

God wants our worship.  In fact, right here at Mass think of the ritual gestures we make that are 

supposed to be acts of homage and adoration.  When we enter and leave church, we pay our 

homage to Jesus by going down on our right knee genuflecting.  During the Eucharistic prayer, 

we kneel in Adoration when Jesus is lifted up in the Eucharist.  Prior to receiving communion, 

we make a bow of Adoration.  These are not meant to be empty gestures but true acts of homage.  

Think about that – when you genuflect, when you kneel, is your heart in it?  Are you giving 

Jesus your worship?   

 

What happened after the Magi adored the Lord?  They were changed.  The gospel says they 

returned home by another route.  This past week on Catholic Radio there was a topic about 

turning points or Epiphany moments in our faith lives.  A woman called in to say that she moved 

to a new parish that had Eucharistic Adoration.  She had never done it before and said she didn’t 

know how to do it, but she went.  And she liked it.  And she kept going back.  And that started a 

devotion to the rosary.  And then she started becoming a lot more involved at her parish, doing 

service work.  Looking back, she was reminded that all of those spiritual fruits that snowballed 

had begun from her decision to make one visit to the Adoration chapel.  It all flowed from her 

worship. 

 

In so many ways compared to the Magi, we have it easy.  They traveled a great distance to see 

Jesus.  Traveling on camels back then wasn’t easy.  But they had a desire, a yearning to see the 

Lord.  We have it much easier!  We can hop in our cars and be to the church in a matter of 

minutes.  This is my challenge:  outside of Sunday Mass, let’s try to make one visit to the Lord 

during the week to give our homage and Adoration.  We are so blessed to have our Adoration 

chapel open 24/7!  And when we give our worship and homage to the Lord, we too will be 

changed.   


