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The Most Important Pro-Life Thing You Can Do! 

27TH Sunday Year C 

October 6, 2019 

 

During October we celebrate Respect Life month and October is also dedicated to our Lady.  I 

want to connect both of those in my homily today. 

 

This weekend I’m preaching all the Masses because I am asking for your help on one of most 

important pro-life efforts ever launched in the state of Kansas.  First let me give you some 

background on what has happened in our state. 

 

This past April 2019, our Kansas Supreme Court claimed to have discovered a right to abortion 

in our 1859 Kansas Constitution.  This ruling now positions Kansas alongside New York and 

other states as one of the most radical pro-abortion states in America. 

 

Prior to this ruling, our state’s abortion rate had been reduced by 50%.  Pro-life efforts have 

made significant headway in recent decades.  We passed bans on partial birth abortion and live 

dismemberment abortions.  We have passed a lot of common-sense pro-life laws here in Kansas 

such as parental notification and banning taxpayer funding for abortions.  Now, all of these pro-

life laws are in jeopardy of being wiped out given this new Supreme Court ruling. 

 

Our only recourse now is to amend our state constitution.  This might seem nearly impossible, 

but our Kansas constitution has been amended 97 times!  Thank goodness, the Catholic Church 

is leading the charge to reverse this Kansas Supreme Court ruling.  Amending our constitution is 

a two-step process.  First, two thirds of our state legislators must vote in favor of putting this life 

amendment on a state-wide ballot.  And then once it’s on the ballot, it is up to Kansas voters to 

vote in favor of amending our constitution. 

 

All the Bishops of Kansas, including Archbishop Naumann, are calling all Catholics to action 

during this Respect Life month.  Archbishop Naumann says, “The single most important action 

you can take this Respect Life month is to sign the petition urging our elected representatives to 

support the passage of a Constitutional Amendment.”  This is the most important thing we can 

do!   

 

Before we look at the petition cards, I want to mention two possible objections.  First, some 

might claim this is a political effort.  It’s not.  We are not supporting any politician or political 

party but advocating for the most fundamental human right – the right to life.  All other rights are 

built on the right to life.  In American history, churches led efforts to abolish slavery, end racial 

discrimination, and to promote civil rights.  Now the church must lead the way to protect 

innocent human life. 
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Secondly, the thought might come to mind:  I’m just one person.  Does my voice matter? 

Perhaps all of us can relate to the desperate cries of the Prophet Habakkuk in the first reading.  

He says, ““How long, O Lord?  I cry for help, but you do not listen!  I cry to you, Violence! but 

you do not intervene.  Why do you let me see ruin; why must I look at misery?  Destruction and 

violence are before me.” 

 

The culture of death can seem overwhelming, like a dark cloud over the United States and can I 

really do anything to change it?  Interestingly, that first reading is juxtaposed to our gospel this 

weekend.  Jesus says, "If you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you would say to this 

mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it would obey you.”  I learned something 

new at our Thursday morning men’s group this past week.  We know a mustard seed is the tiniest 

of seeds.  But why does Jesus use the example of a mulberry tree.  Jesus could have said you 

could uproot an oak tree or an olive tree, but he specifically chose a mulberry tree.  Do you know 

why?  Because a mulberry tree has very deep roots that extend way out to the point that a 

mulberry tree is nearly impossible to uproot.  Jesus is saying this tiny seed of faith can overcome 

what seems impossible.   

 

Your voice matters.  One of the tactics of the devil is to sew discouragement.  Planned 

Parenthood and the abortion industry are too powerful, they have lots of money, but they can be 

uprooted if we have faith the size of a mustard seed!  Let me just say this too:  if there is anyone 

here who has been hurt by the sin of abortion, the Good News is – it can be uprooted by the 

mercy of God. 

 

I invite you, at this time, to pass the petition cards down the pew along with the pens.  For those 

18 and over, I invite you to take a moment to fill it out and sign it.  At the top of the card it says, 

“The KS Supreme Court recently created a nearly unlimited “right” to abortion in Kansas, 

effectively rolling back decades of enacted life-saving limits on abortion.  Sign this card to 

encourage our Kansas legislature to reverse the ruling by placing before Kansas voters a state 

constitutional amendment restoring reasonable abortion limits.”  You’ll notice at the bottom your 

email and phone are optional.  If you want updates on how things are going, please put down 

your email. 

 

We’ve heard before, “The only thing necessary for evil to exist is for good people to remain 

silent.”  Edmund Burke (1729-1797).  This is our chance to have our voices heard.  

 

There is one last thing Archbishop Nauman is asking us to do:  pray to Our Lady of Guadalupe, 

patroness of the unborn.  The Archdiocese is going to be sending us prayer cards for this 

intention.  We were hoping that they would be here by this weekend, but we don’t have them yet.  

When they arrive, we will make them available in the Narthex. 

 

You might remember this past Lent, Mike Scherschligt, from the School of Faith, gave a talk on 

how the Victory comes through Mary.  He pointed out that throughout history, when all seems 

lost, God’s grace breaks in through Mary’s intercession.  He reminded us of the dire situation in 

the early 16th century.  Millions of people left the Catholic Church during the Protestant 

Reformation.  There was corruption in the Church and things seemed dire.  And it was during 

that dark time, that Our Lady of Guadalupe appeared in the new world and 10 million people 
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converted to the Catholic faith.  Mike also reminded us the battle of Lapanto in 1571.  It looked 

like the Ottoman Turks were going to overrun Europe.  They outnumbered the Christian fleet.  

Pope Pius V asked all the Christians to pray the rosary, and miraculously the Christians won the 

naval battle of Lapanto turning back the Ottoman invaders.  The victory came through Mary. 

 

So we are asking everyone to pray to Our Lady of Guadalupe that again the victory will come 

through Mary.  I want to close be quoting Archbishop Naumann, “We must not yield to forces of 

discouragement.  This is the moment for all of us to intensify our pro-life efforts.  We know that 

Our Lord has already won the victory of life and it is our privilege to participate in its unfolding 

in our time.  Life will be victorious!” 

 

 


