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One of my all-time favorite books is Left to Tell.  It is the autobiography of Immaculee 

Ilibigiza who grew up in Rwanda, Africa.  She survived the genocide in Rwanda in 1994 

by hiding in a bathroom for 90 days and was “left to tell” her story.  I liked the book so 

much that I read her second book called “Led by Faith.” 

 

I want to just share one story from the book that illustrates Immaculee’s faith and 

perseverance.  Immaculee received an invitation from a friend in Nigeria to attend the 

baptism of their baby.  In order to travel to Nigeria, Immaculee had to get a visa.  So, she 

went to the consulate and when she arrived at the immigration window, the woman 

behind the desk told her that the office was closed.  The immigration officer who signs 

the visas was out until Monday.  Immaculee was in disbelief – the baptism was Sunday, 

and she was being told the office was closed until Monday!  The woman at the  

immigration window said, “I’m sorry, you’re not going to get your visa today.” 

 

Immaculee took a seat in the waiting room and began to pray.  She said, “Lord, I need a 

miracle.  You say in the bible that all things are possible for those who believe.  I believe 

you want me to be there for the baptism.”  She remained there for a couple of hours 

praying.  She said her rosary.  She began offering God a litany of forgiveness asking God 

to forgive anyone she’d ever hurt.   

 

About noon, the woman from the immigration counter came out and said, “What are you 

still doing here?  I told you the visa office is closed.  Immaculee didn’t budge.  She had 

faith that God would get her that visa even though the office was closed. 

 

Finally, the consulate was closing.  The woman from the immigration counter said, 

“Ma’am you’re going to have to leave the building.”  Immaculee got up and went out of 

the building and sat on a bench outside.  She began giving God a litany of thanksgiving – 

thanking God for the birds, the sky, the clouds and she thanked God for the visa she knew 

she was going to get! 

 

Suddenly, the window from the consulate opened.  The woman leaned out the window 

and pointed to a car pulling up.  And official looking man got out of the car and said, 

“Are you the one asking for a visa to Nigeria?”  He said, “My secretary doesn’t do favors 

for people, but she’s called me several times this afternoon pleading for me to come 

down here to issue you a visa.”  Immaculee left with her visa.  Her prayers were 

answered. 

 



Jesus said, “When the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”  What I love about 

the story of Immaculee is she is a person of tremendous faith.  She trusted that God 

would answer her prayer even when it seemed impossible.  Do we pray with faith?  Do 

we believe that our Father will truly answer our prayers?  And Immaculee persevered.  

Jesus told his disciples about the importance of praying without becoming weary.  If 

we’re honest, there are ups and downs in our prayer lives and it’s easy to grow weary.  

Why do we grow weary of praying?  I want to mention just two reasons. 

 

First, we may grow weary of prayer because we convince ourselves, “We’re not good at 

this.”  It’s easy to start thinking, “I don’t know how to pray.”  “Nothing seems to be 

happening.”  “I get so easily distracted.”  None of us like to continue doing something at 

which we feel we are failing.  I’ve pretty much given up my golf game because I’m tired 

of trapesing through the woods!  What’s the problem?  We tend to judge our prayer.  

Prayer is about a relationship, simply being with the one we love.  We can’t fail at just 

taking time to be with the Lord.  Approach prayer as a friendship.  Prayer is not a task to 

be accomplished, but a relationship to be fostered.  If we approach prayer as one more 

thing on my to-do list, we are going to grow weary. 

 

Secondly, we grow weary because we start to think: “God isn’t answering my prayer!” 

God must not be listening.  God does listen to our prayer.  He might say “Yes.”  He might 

say, “No.”  Or, he might say, “Not yet.”  Good parents sometimes parents say, “No,” to 

their children.  “No, you can’t play with matches.”  “No, you can’t ride your big wheel on 

the road.”  (My little brother did that once and never did it again!)  So too, our Heavenly 

Father might say no – not to spite us, but because he’s our Father who always will’s our 

good.  Our Father knows what’s best for us even though we may not understand. 

 

Maybe someone you love is seriously ill and you pray and pray and you start thinking, 

“Is God listening?  They don’t seem to be getting better.  CS Lewis said, “It’s terrible 

especially to see someone we love suffering.  We can’t bear it.  We want to take their 

pain upon ourselves.”  And isn’t that what Jesus has done for us.  Jesus loved us so much 

he took our pain upon himself.  We pray, CS Lewis says, not to change God but to 

change ourselves.  God never wills evil but can allow the cross in our lives to sanctify us 

– to make us saints.  Maybe that cross of cancer is someone’s path to becoming a saint.  

We want to eliminate the cross, but remember Jesus in the agony of the garden prayed, 

“Let this cup of suffering pass, but not my will but yours be done.” 

 

Finally, God may also say, “Not yet.”  This is tough for us.  We like instant gratification.  

Why does God make us wait?  Think about this.  If you always give your kids what they 

want immediately, what happens?  They become spoiled.  Waiting, showing self-restraint 

helps us grow in self-control.  And self-control is critical to living a healthy, happy life. 

 

Waiting also helps us grow in humility.  It makes us realize we’re not in control.  Think 

of St. Monica.  She prayed and prayed and prayed for her son Augustine’s conversion.  

You know how long she prayed?  17 years.  She learned she couldn’t control her son.  

But she did not grow weary praying for his conversion.  And finally, it happened. 

 



Persevere, pray without growing weary.  If the dishonest judge in the gospel gave in to 

shut up that nagging woman, how much more will our Father in heaven give his children 

what is truly best for them? 


