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Ladies and gentlemen, lift up your heads and see, we are at war. There is a battle being 

waged all around us, a battle that has been fought since the dawn of creation. The fight isn’t over 

land, or food, or money.  Those are worldly concerns.  No, this battle is fought over the most 

valuable things in this existence, your souls and their eternal destination. It is a spiritual battle, 

not fought with swords and guns, but with rosaries and temptations, which spiritually are just as 

powerful and deadly. It’s the war we hear about in Revelation, between St. Michael the 

Archangel and angels of God versus Satan and his angels, the devils and demons. Now, some 

have claimed that Satan is not actually real, that Satan is just a symbol, the personification of the 

disposition for evil within our own hearts. They claim this war between angels and devils is just 

an analogy for the battle of good and evil within each of us.  This idea came into fashion among 

those who thought themselves clever within the past century, but I tell you, that is a grievous lie. 

A lie stemming from the hubris of “enlightened” individuals who have become so enveloped in 

the world around them and their own thoughts that they believe themselves cleverer and more 

intelligent than the word of God. That when Christ speaks of angels ascending and descending, 

he speaks metaphorically.  That when Jesus casts demons out, he merely helps them overcome 

the evil within like a therapist. Such individuals, some of whom are my friends, have fallen for 

the devil’s greatest trap, the belief that he doesn’t even exist. But I assure you, my brothers and 

sisters, along with all the exorcists in each diocese, Satan is real, and so are his demons. But so 

too are God and His angels, Michael chief among them, real.  

Now how exactly did this war begin?  We see the bare bones of it in Revelation, but 

pious tradition, which I remind you isn’t canon or scripture, gives us wise insight into how and 

why Satan, who was once the greatest of angels, would fall to be the worst of them all. Before 

man walked the earth, before the earth was formed, before the sun ignited, there was God. God’s 

angels waited upon him and served the Lord. Satan was ranked high among the angels, called 

“the morning star” or “the shining one”. And then God revealed His plan for creation to the 

angels.  He would create a world, a world that was all good, and at the pinnacle of this creation 

was man.  Man would be given time and free will to choose to love God, for true love is grown 

over time and must be chosen, not forced upon them.  But, as God noted, man will take this 

freedom and abuse it, betraying God and turning away.  Satan said, then why create these lowly, 

impudent men if You know they will fall? You are the Lord, and know all things, surely You 

have a greater plan?  Yes, I do, says the Lord, I will humble Myself and unite Myself to man, and 

through this union of God and man, I will elevate them into divine sonship. They shall be raised 

by Me higher than any angel and then they shall reign with me as sons and daughters.  Satan was 

incensed by this plan.  Why would God create these clearly defective humans? And then, even 

more, lower Himself, the all good creator, to be united with this wretched creation? And worse, 

these fallen vermin will be elevated higher than myself?  By what right? What goodness do they 

possess that I do not?  What makes them so worthy of the love of the Father that He would have 

me serve them?  No, it is not right, I am the shining one, not them.  Yes, God must be mistaken.  

He is not seeing clearly.  I will correct Him.  I will show Him His error, that these humans are 

not worthy of His love, and that he should abandoned this whole project, for they are not worth 

it. And it was thus Satan, the shining one, through his pride and arrogance, became the Ancient 

serpent, the red dragon which desired to devour and destroy humanity, to prove God wrong, that 

man is not worth saving.  
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And thus, Satan desires that we, prized by God, fall from grace and never repent of our 

sins, because Satan knows that if only we ask, God will forgive us. Satan desires that we die in 

our sins, and thus justly be sent with him to hell, as misery loves company, and shows God that 

loving humanity, or even creating us in the first place, was a foolish endeavor. Satan and his 

demons are going to do all they can to ensure that happens.  Now what does that look like? 

As it is a spiritual battle, this is not physical warfare.  No demon is going to hold us down 

and make us sin.  Because then it isn’t really sin, because we have to freely choose to do the evil 

for it to actually be a sin. So, don’t expect the Devil’s tricks to be like demonic possession. If 

you’ve ever read the book The Screwtape Letters by C.S. Lewis, you’ll get wonderful insights 

into our own fallenness and how a demon might tempt us. It’ll be a passing thought, it’ll be 

something grabbing your attention, it’ll be that little voice telling you that you are right, no 

matter what the others say. Two of the devil’s greatest assets are distracting us to keep us from 

praying and convincing us that we don’t need to strive for greatness.  First, demons can’t have us 

checking in with the source of goodness and strength daily, they want us to feel isolated alone so 

that we begin doing things by our own strength and our will rather than relying on God. Thus, 

they’ll try to distract us with worry, anxiety, shiny things, and much more in a desperate attempt 

to keep us from communicating with God, because they know that if we do, their job is so much 

harder. Second, demons don’t want us to respond to God’s call to greatness. They wish to keep 

us preoccupied with the mundane, with the daily struggles, with the worldly concerns that seem 

to consume all our time on earth, so that we can’t focus on our eternal destinies. They will tempt 

us with sensual pleasures so that we become like an addict, searching for the next sensual fix, 

needing more and more, while completely stunting our spiritual lives, preventing us from 

growing deeper in our relationship with God. God will try to draw us out of this complacency by 

pulling on our heart strings to grow in charity. We see a homeless man on the street corner and 

we feel bad for him…but to quote CS Lewis “The more often man feels without acting, the less 

he will be able ever to act, and, in the long run, the less he will be able to feel.” It is the demons 

responsibility to ensure that we never act on these charitable impulses.  “Oh, he’ll just use the 

money for drugs.”  “Why doesn’t he get a job, my friend worked his way out of poverty”  “I bet 

this is his career, I saw on the news a man who gets dropped off by his wife on the Plaza’s street 

corner and then she picks him up in the evening.  Someone says he’s making 50k a year, by 

panhandling…the nerve, they’re all cheats.” But we still then consider ourselves virtuous, for 

under the right conditions, we would be charitable.  But then those conditions never seem to 

occur, and we fall deeper and deeper into callousness until we no longer have charity. 

Do you see? The evil one and his demons have nothing, so they only take from us what 

we give them. They cloud our judgement by bolstering our pride.  For if we saw clearly, we 

would realize the truth, and would choose the good and choose God.  But they can’t have that, so 

they tempt us and slowly, we give them more and more until they have control over us.  Many 

say that will never happen to me, but don’t be so sure.  During my training to make visits at 

Leavenworth prison, they said don’t give the prisoners anything, not even a stick of gum.  Not 

because the stick of gum is harmful, but because they are testing you.  Once they’ve gotten some 

gum, they’ll ply for something a little larger, maybe some cigarettes or batteries, which is small 

but against the rules. Then they have you, now you can get in trouble with the federal 
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government, but they won’t rat on you, for something a little more.  They told us that they’ve 

had volunteers who’d been roped in and led down this path until they were finally caught trying 

to smuggle in thousands of dollars and hard drugs for prisoners.  The prisoners never had 

anything to start, but only what was given to them. So too do demons try to trap you and 

convince you to not turn yourself in to God lest he smite you for how bad you’ve been. We know 

that God will forgive us if we ask, but the demons will do much to make you forget that. 

So how do we give into demons?  Many ways. Most dramatically, by messing with the 

occult.  Playing with a Ouija Board for example.  Seems like harmless fun, right?  It’s in the toy 

section at Target, right next to Boggle, I’m sure its fine. Wrong. For those who don’t know, the 

whole point of the “game” is that you ask a question of a spirit and then invite that spirit to 

physically control your body and move the little seer circle to the answers.  I can tell you right 

now, no angel will ever possess you, but guess what kinds of spirits are itching to be let in?  Or 

what of fortune tellers, palm readers and tarot card readers, there’s no invitation for demon 

control there, just answers.  Au contraire. By seeking out the future seers, we are saying we are 

uncertain about the future, and who isn’t, it’s part of the human condition, we don’t know the 

future. So rather than trusting in God’s providence, we are beseeching someone who claims to 

commune with spirits for their guidance.  No angel is ever going to subvert the will of God, so 

guess who’s talking.  And that’s the elegance of it.  As we don’t know the future, the future is 

what we make it, and if we are going into the future expecting and working towards what we are 

told is the future, it becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy. So, we are allowing demons to dictate our 

futures to us.  That’s a worse-case scenario.  Best-case scenario: the fortune teller is a fraud and 

you are throwing your money away on foolish pursuits.  Avoid the occult, satanism and wicca, 

there is no goodness to be found there, just the offering of your soul for temporary, worldly gain.  

But often we give demons avenues into our lives that are much less insidious and much 

less noticeable.  We give them our time whenever we allow them to distract us with inane things, 

things of no consequence that seem to consume our waking hours.  We give them our joy every 

time we harbor a grudge or become angry that people are wasting OUR time, as though man 

actually possessed any of the time he was given on this earth.  We give them our peace when 

become frustrated that the imaginary world that we think we control, the fake world that we 

build around ourselves to provide the assurance of stability and security, is altered or changed in 

any way.  We are making ourselves slaves to these demons and to sin. But it doesn’t have to be... 

But if you recall, from Daniel’s prophecy, we know how this ends.  Christ, the Son of 

God and the Son of Man, having been given dominion over everything, destroys the beast. So, 

we will win the war, but that doesn’t mean we aren’t currently still in the battle. God has sent our 

parish’s patron, St. Michael, to keep us from being overwhelmed so that we can continue the 

good fight. For God is all knowing, all good, an all-powerful God, and He chose to create us, so 

God, therefore, must not only want us to succeed, but knows that we can.  The very fact that we 

exist is proof that God desires that we exist, that He thinks we are worth creating.  He knows we 

mess up and that we need forgiveness, and He is willing to offer it, because through the struggles 

of life, both spiritual and physical, God knows that we can be the good that we were made to be.  
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So, pick up your rosary, ask for God’s forgiveness, and join me in the literal fight for our lives, 

because all the best things in life are worth fighting for, and you have God on your side.    


