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In heaven they “neither marry nor are given in marriage.”  On the one hand we’ve all heard 

marriage is “until death do you part.”  But this passage always stirs people up.  It makes people 

question:  will I be with my spouse and family in heaven?  Here’s the good news:  we will be 

more closely united to our family and friends in heaven than we are here on earth.  We call this 

the Communion of Saints.  It will be the Body of Christ come to full stature.  “Christ will be all 

in all.” 

 

The sisters of the Apostles of the Interior life pointed out once in a talk that friendship in this life 

is actually a foretaste of heaven.  We can only know a limited number of people here on earth, 

but in heaven we will know all and be known by all.  We will receive each person as a gift, and 

we in turn will be received by others as a gift. 

 

One way to describe heaven is that it will be a marriage.  Heaven is the wedding feast of the 

Lamb where Christ weds his bride the Church.  Jesus elevated marriage to be a sacrament which 

means it is an outward visible sign.  Marriage is a sign of our destiny.  When we see a married 

couple, we are to be reminded – this is our destiny – to be married to God forever in heaven.  At 

death, the sign gives way to the reality.  We no longer need the sign of marriage in heaven 

because we will be living the reality of eternal marriage with God. 

 

Love, communion, life, these are all ways we express this wedding feast of heaven.  And we can 

begin living eternal life here and now.  We can live in Communion with Jesus and his Church 

and experience the life and love that flow from this union.  But, we can also choose to live hell 

on earth – we can choose to live apart from Christ and his Church. 

 

I’m preaching all the Masses this weekend about an epidemic problem that quite honestly is the 

opposite of love, communion and life.  It’s the issue of pornography.  Authentic love is about 

losing yourself for the good of the other.  Pornography involves using and exploiting people for 

one’s own self-gratification.  It is dehumanizing.  It treats people as objects rather than the sons 

and daughters of God that they were created to be.  Rather than building communion, it leads 

people to isolation, feelings of betrayal and division within marriage and family life.  And rather 

than being life-giving, it empties of life, robs us of our freedom and leads to enslavement, 

bondage, shame and discouragement. 

 

I’m addressing this topic this weekend because basically I have one purpose to encourage you to 

attend one of the Fight the New Drug talks this week.  FND is a dynamic group of young adults 

that know how to talk to youth and adults about the “new drug” of choice – pornography.  They 

have been featured on ABC News, TIME Magazine, The New York Times, NPR, CBS, CNN, 

USA Today!  And now, they are coming to St. Michael.  They will be giving the same 



presentation four times this week, so just choose one of the following times to come hear them:  

Tuesday, 7pm at St. Michael, Wednesday, 7 pm at St. Michael – on that night they will be 

talking to all of our 7th and 8th grade Confirmation students and their parents but all are welcome.  

On Thursday, they will be speaking at 2 pm at our school.  This is specifically for the school 

children and their parents.  And on Thursday evening, they will be speaking at 7 pm at Church of 

the Resurrection.   

 

Now, let’s look at the scope of the problem. Google reports that there are 68 million searches for 

pornography every day: 

• 35% of all Internet downloads are for pornography.   

• This industry earns over a 100 billion dollars a year.   

• 22% of all children see pornography before they are 10.   

• It often happens in the normal course of doing homework.   

• The number one consumer of internet pornography are children ages 12-17.   

 

FND is going to talk this week about how pornography affects our brains, our relationships and 

our world.  First, viewing explicit material damages our brains.  The brain of one addicted to 

pornography and the brain of a drug user looks very similar.  Dr. Satinover of Princeton 

University said, “It is though we have devised a form of heroin, usable in the privacy of one’s 

own home and injected directly to the brain through the eyes.”  This has become the drug of 

choice and it is leading to addiction and slavery and robbing people of their freedom. 

 

It’s impacting our relationships.  It impacts how we view people – no longer as persons but as 

objects of use.  There is a growing isolation as some people are absorbed into a virtual world and 

prefer to no longer connect with real people in the real world.  This epidemic is destroying 

marriages.  Men viewing explicit materials are more likely to have affairs, are less attracted to 

their wives, and have less intimacy in their marriages.  Do you know how this makes wives feel?  

There is deep hurt, betrayal, a feeling that there must be something wrong with me.   

 

Despite the enormity of the problem, we should not lose hope.  St. Paul reminds us, “Where sin 

abounds grace abounds all the more.”  Jesus wants us to be free.  He said to the man gripped by 

the demon, “Come out of him and let him go!”  The saving power of Jesus is real.  If we don’t 

believe Jesus can break the shackles of our sin, we empty the cross of its saving power. 

 

First, we have to do our best to prevent the problem.  I want to make this appeal especially to 

dads.  When God created Adam, he placed him in the garden and his job was not only to till the 

garden, it was to watch over and protect the garden.  But Adam allowed the serpent to enter the 

garden.  Dad’s we have to protect our wives and children.  We have to take the responsibility of 

setting up safe environments in our homes. 

 

The number one way the dark side of the Internet is accessed is via smart phones.  Thomas 

Kersting is a school counselor and national speaker on this issue.  As he travels around the 

country he says the number one question parents ask him is “At what age should I allow my 

child to have a Smartphone?”  His response:  “At what age are you comfortable with your child 

viewing pornography.”  At a recent talk on this one parent said, “Well Father the horse is out of 

the barn.  That ship has sailed.”  But it’s not too late to put parameters in place.  We can restrict 



access to the Internet on children’s phones.  Parents you always have the right to see your child’s 

phone.  Certain apps and social media like Snap Chat should be off limits.  We must teach our 

children how to use technology with transparency and accountability.  This should mean no 

technology, TV’s, phones, tablets in our bedrooms.  If you think I’m being too tough, ask these 

questions to FND this week!  Fifty percent of children feel addicted to their phone and they want 

help with this issue!  (Disconnected by Thomas Kersting, p. 58) 

 

I’ll close with this:  The path to freedom involves bringing our darkness to light.  Don’t be afraid.  

If this is an issue in your life, you’re not alone.  Forty million Americans self-report that they 

regularly view pornography.  Stop trying to battle this alone.  Talk to a priest in confession or 

make an appointment with us.  We are blessed in our Archdiocese to have Sam Meier who works 

full time to help people with this issue.  You can contact him at the diocese anonymously.  God 

wants us to be a people of hope.  He wants us to experience love, communion and life not just in 

the life to come but here and now. 


