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In Ernest Hemingway’s short story “Capital of the World”, he related a moving story 

about a father and his son living in Spain.  The story went like this:  Paco, a teen age boy 

and his father had a falling out.  Paco ran away from home.  His father was crushed.  

After the first few days, he realized the falling out was more serious than he thought.  He 

frantically searched everywhere for five months to no avail.  Finally, in a last-ditch effort, 

he took out an ad in the newspaper.  The ad read, “Dear Paco, Meet me at the Hotel 

Montana noon Tuesday.  All is forgiven. I love you.  Signed, Your Father.”  On Tuesday, 

in the office of Hotel Montana, over 800 Pacos showed up, looking for forgiveness from 

their father.”  Over 800 Pacos all hungering for love and forgiveness – yearning to 

encounter a father who would say, “All is forgiven.”   What a magnet that ad was! Over 

800 Pacos!! We all hunger for pardon.  We are all “Pacos” yearning to run and find a 

father who will declare, “All is forgiven.” (Wisdom for the Wounded website.)   

 

Here’s the Good News:  we do have a Father that wants to say to us, “All is forgiven.”  

This is precisely why he sent his only begotten Son – to heal the wounds of sin and 

division and to reconcile us back to the Father. 

 

In our gospel, we hear about the mighty works of our Messiah and Savior Jesus:  “the 

blind regain their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 

raised.”  All the physical healings that Jesus performed point to something far greater:  

spiritual healing.  Sin causes us to be blind.  It leaves us lame and wounded, sick like a 

leper and St. Paul says the wages of sin is death.  Ultimately, sin separates us from God.   

 

But Jesus came to reconcile us back to the Father.  He is our Savior.  By Jesus’ death and 

resurrection, we now have the forgiveness of sins.  Our sin is first washed away in our 

baptism and then any serious sin after our baptism is forgiven through the sacrament of 

reconciliation. 

 

The point of my homily this weekend is very simple:  Please take advantage of all the 

opportunities to go to confession this week.  We have our communal penance services 

throughout Johnson County.  There are confessions available today, Monday, Tuesday, 

Wednesday, Thursday and again next Sunday – so no excuses that I can’t find a time to 

go!  Our communal penance service here at St. Michael’s will be Monday December 16th. 

 

Sometimes, like Paco we have wandered far away from home.  As weeks roll into months 

and months roll into years, before we know it, we can find that perhaps years have gone 

by since we have gone to confession.  What happens?  Fear can build and we find that we 

talk ourselves out of it:  I don’t remember how to go!  That doesn’t matter!  The priest 



will help you!  Don’t worry if you have forgotten your Act of Contrition.  Now, is the 

time to come home.  Our Father is sending out a message to us: “All is forgiven.  I love 

you.”  Let’s be reconciled. 

 

I want to address just a few of the obstacles that may keep people from confession.  First, 

every once in awhile someone will say, “Father, I don’t know what to say.”  “I don’t have 

any sins!”  There is an easy remedy to this:  ask someone you live with to help you 

examine your conscience.  I’m sure your spouse or children will be more than happy to 

let you know your sins! 

 

I grew up right down the road at 159th and Nall and we drove out to Wea for Mass.  We 

had about a 10-mile drive and I remember on the way to Church our mother would help 

us kids examine our conscience!   

 

Another obstacle:  a lot of people have convinced themselves – I don’t really need to go 

to confession, I can just go directly to God.  Why do we confess our sins to a priest?  The 

most basic reason is because Jesus instituted this sacrament.  The first thing that Jesus did 

when he rose from the dead on Easter Sunday was to appear to his apostles.  He said to 

them, “Peace be with you.  As the Father has sent me so I send you.”  Why did the Father 

send his Son?  -To save us and reconcile us back to the Father.  So, Jesus is telling the 

Apostles, “Your mission is to save souls, to reconcile people back to our Father.”  And to 

do this, Jesus breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit, whose sins you 

forgive are forgiven them and whose sins you hold bound are held bound.”  Jesus 

instituted this sacrament and gave the Apostles the power to forgive sins in his name.  We 

know that those same Apostles laid hands on bishops and presbyters conferring the same 

gift of the Spirit and the power to forgive sins in confession. 

 

Why does Jesus want us to confess our sins to a priest?  On a human level haven’t we all 

experienced the relief when we get something off of our chest?  It’s always a grace when 

we bring our darkness to light and let go of it.  Jesus always had a personal encounter 

with sinners and continues to do so today through the ministry of the priesthood.  Also, 

our sin is never just a private matter between me and God.  We go to confession to be 

forgiven by God and also to be reconciled to his Body the Church. 

 

Finally, I think embarrassment and shame often keep us from confessing our sins 

especially when it comes to sins of passion.  The devil loves the darkness and will do 

everything to keep us from bringing our sins to the light of Jesus.  How easy it is to start 

thinking, “How could I ever say that to a priest?  What will the priest think of me?”  

These are bad thoughts.  Jesus says, “Be not afraid.  Come to me you who are wearied 

and burdened.”  There is nothing God likes to do more than forgive our sins. 

 

If I have a wound on my arm and go to the doctor, to be healed, I have to show the doctor 

my wound.  If I try to hide it and cover it over, then it can’t be healed.  It will continue to 

fester.  Healing comes when I show Jesus my wounds – when I confess my sins. 

 



Let me just conclude with this:  this is Gaudette Sunday which means “Rejoice Sunday.”  

God wants us to have joy and that joy comes from allowing him to forgive our sins.  

We’re advertising this week:  All is forgiven in confession.  All we have to do is confess 

our sins!  This is the way to true joy at Christmas. 

 


