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Good news, everyone! The long night is over! As they say, it is darkest just before the dawn and 

as foretold, the Dawn from on High shall break upon us. The people living in darkness have seen 

a great light, the rising of the Son.  But for all His brilliance and importance, this Light of the 

World comes to us not in splendor, not in grandeur, but in humility, as a small, weak, defenseless 

child, most approachable, most gentle, most mild. For we are not in a state that we could accept 

or receive the Lord our God as anything else.   

Since the fall of humanity, we’ve come to recognize our weakness.  Even with the law of God, 

telling us exactly how we are to act to live as our fullest selves, to be what we were created to be; 

knowing ALL that, and maybe even wanting that for ourselves, we still rebelled, we still sin. 

And before the rising of this divine Son, humanity was lost in the dark of sin and death.  We had 

turned our backs on the divine light, and stared into the void. Unable to turn back, we continued 

walking into the darkness of our own depravity, blinded by our hubris thinking we could save 

ourselves from the pit we dug for ourselves if only we’d dig a little deeper.  God promised us a 

Savior, a Messiah, a descendant of King David who would become the King of all and rule 

forever; who would lead us out of darkness and into the Light of God’s face. As Isaiah 

prophesied 700 years Before Christ was born, A child is born to us…they call him…God-hero, 

Prince of Peace…His dominion is vast, and he will reign both now and forever. And here today, 

we celebrate the birth of the God-man, the nativity of the King of Kings, Jesus Christ.  

This is why we celebrate Christmas today, not because it’s the middle of winter and we want 

something to cheer us up, not because we enjoy giving and receiving gifts, not because there was 

some pagan holiday that early Christians covered up, but to celebrate the birthday of God 

become man and welcome Jesus Christ, the Light of humanity, into our lives, now, just as we did 

2000 years ago. And, not as a foreign power imposing himself upon us, but as one of us..  As the 

beginning of the Gospel of John reads: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God…and then it goes on to say the words which we will genuflect for 

during the Creed…Et Verbum caro factum est, et habitavit in nobis…and the Word became flesh, 

and dwelt among us. The Word, who is God, becomes flesh and bone, joining us in our frail 

human condition. And habitavit IN nobis.  This is translated dwelt among us, and rightly so.  

Habitavit, like habitat, a dwelling where one lives. And where does the Word dwell?  In Nobis, 

in or amongst us. So we see the God of all creation, in order to lead men out of the darkness of 

their sin, entered into humanity to walk with us, not just laying out a path for us to walk, but 

walking it himself, showing us what it is to be most human. 

And today, though Christ has walked that walk, and ascended into heaven to take his rightful 

place as King of the Universe, he still dwells In Nobis, in us, in our hearts.  And not in a sappy, 

I’ll-remember-you-always sort of way, but actually letting him be the King of our lives. To 

create room for him that he may walk with us, so that we don’t have to keep trying to go it alone, 

wandering in the darkness hoping that maybe we’ll get it right this time, but rather, we can let 

Him lead us emanating His light through us so that He may also light the way for others by our 

lives. God did not have to come to us this way.  He could have saved us in a thousand other 

ways, but God, who is all knowing and all good, chose this means of saving us as the best 
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possible hope for humanity, to let God dwell both among us as man, but also in our hearts, 

letting him rule as King of our lives.  

God comes to us as good news, a savior for weak humanity, and yet, gifts are only received 

according to the disposition of the receiver. If we are closed off to receiving Christ, we will 

receive the gift of Himself with a “Thanks, I hate it” and set Him off to the side, never to be seen 

again with those ugly socks grandma got. But if we are open to God and what He has to give us, 

His Divine Will for our lives, we will welcome Christ into our home, our dwelling, our hearts.  

We see three different responses of people who receive the Word of God in the Gospel story. 

First, is that of Mary, Joseph, and the Shepherds.  They’ve been awaiting Christ, and now that He 

is finally here, they welcome Him, creating a space and adore Him.  Think of a mother who has 

just given birth; tired, worn out, relieved it is over, and all she wants is to hold her baby in her 

arms.  Not to have a conversation with it, not to teach it to play a sport, not for it to do chores, 

just to hold and adore, to behold the face. And on this Christmas morn, the face beheld is not just 

any baby, no, it is the face of God, the Word made flesh. So, our first possible reception of the 

birth of Christ is adoration; loving acceptance of what God has chosen to give us; an open, 

excited anticipation for the reign of the Lord in our lives and hearts. 

The second possible reception of Christ is seen thru the inn-keeper.  This is a disposition of 

ignorance. The innkeeper isn’t anticipating the Lord to come to him as a child. Even though it’d 

been prophesied that the savior would be a child born in Bethlehem, at this moment which 

Daniel had prophesied that He would appear. The inn-keeper just says, sorry, you cannot dwell 

here, I’ve filled my inn, my dwelling, my life with other things, and I have no room for God.  It 

is not antagonistic to God, but more indifferent. It’s a mindset that says, it’s fine that God exists, 

it just has no bearing for how I will continue to live my life, for He will not dwell in my house. 

The last possible reception of Christ is seen most acutely in the response of King Herod. Upon 

hearing of the birth of the King of Kings, Herod desires to eliminate Jesus.  Whereas the inn-

keeper would just ignore the presence of God, King Herod sees the Christ as a threat.  Herod is 

the ruler, he is the king, he’s in charge and anyone claiming to be the king is a threat to be 

deposed. So, Herod actively works to eliminate Christ from his dwelling, his kingdom because 

no man can serve two masters, and if Jesus is indeed the Messiah, people aren’t going to choose 

to serve Herod. And this mindset isn’t reserved only for earthly kings.  How many times in our 

own lives have we had the choice to follow the will of God or our own fallen perception of what 

we think is the right thing, and we chose ourselves over God? How many times have we looked 

at God’s Will for us as a threat to our happiness, our enjoyment, our fulfillment, rather than 

letting Him reign as the King of our lives and give us those things that we’ve struggled so hard to 

get? 

These are the three modes of receiving: openness to God in our lives, indifference to God 

dwelling among us, and fear of the threat to our own sovereignty that God’s existence presents. 

We are not always just one or the other; we are Mary at one time and Herod in another, or 

sometimes a mix of a few.  But if you are a Christian, and you’ve chosen to spend an hour here 

so I’m assuming you are, we need to be striving to be like Mary, like Joseph, and like the 
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shepherds, open to what it means for God to dwell among us, making room in our hearts and our 

lives for Jesus to walk with us, viewing Christ not as a foreign power imposing upon us, but as 

our child King who wants nothing more than everlasting joy and peace for His people, as the 

Light leading us to eternal life in heaven. So have a Merry Christmas as we celebrate the Mass of 

Christ, and welcome the Christ child into our home, into our dwelling, into our lives.   


