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As children, one of the most exciting things about Christmas is opening PRESENTS!  I 

remember as a child going through the catalogue carefully detailing all the toys that I 

wanted for Christmas.   

 

ASK:  What do children want this year for Christmas? 

 

Now, I have inside this PRESENT, the greatest gift we can receive for Christmas.  Does 

anyone know what’s inside it?  JESUS!  At Christmas, we celebrate that God gave us a 

gift!  The gift of his PRESENCE.  In the person of Jesus Christ God visited His people.  

Jesus is true God and true man.  He is Emmanuel which means, God with us!  More 

important than all the PRESENTS and things of the world is the gift of God’s 

PRESENCE.   

 

Why did Jesus come?  To save us!  The name Jesus means to save or to rescue.  Jesus 

came on a rescue mission to save his people from their sins.  The line that I love in the 

gospel is this:  the angel says to the shepherds, “For today in the city of David a savior 

has been born for you.”  “A savior has been born for you!  Jesus came to enter into the 

messiness of our human lives and to save us from sin and death. 

 

All we have to do is allow Jesus to enter in and save us!  What did the innkeeper do?  He 

turned Jesus away.  Now, I learned something interesting about the innkeeper on my last 

trip to the Holy Land.  Remember the setting, people were coming from all over to 

Bethlehem, the City of David, to register for the census.  Now, if a woman gave birth in 

your house, under Jewish law this would render your household ritually unclean for 40 

days.  So, if the innkeeper allowed Joseph and Mary into his inn, it would mean he would 

have to sacrifice his business for the next 40 days.  The innkeeper chose his business and 

making money over letting Jesus in.  It’s good for us to ponder – what is keeping Jesus 

out of my life?  What do I need to let go of to allow Christ to enter? 

 

Now, I want to conclude with this:  we don’t just gather tonight and say, “isn’t that 

wonderful, God became man 2000 years ago!  I wish I lived back then!”  No, we can 

experience God’s presence here and now.  God is with us here in 2019. 

 

The Church mentions four ways that we experience the PRESENCE of Jesus here and 

now.  First, in a special way Jesus is present in the sacraments of the church.  Through 

the sacraments we encounter Jesus! 

 

Interestingly, Jesus was born in Bethlehem which means house of bread and he was laid 

in a manger – a feeding trough.  Right at his birth we receive signs that he would become 

our food.  Jesus is especially present to us in the Holy Eucharist:  We call that the REAL 

PRESENCE. 

 



One of the greatest Cathedrals of the world is called Chartre in France.  The cathedral is 

known for its beautiful stain glass.  Interestingly in the window showing the Nativity, 

instead of showing Jesus laying in a manger – in a bed of straw, the artist showed Jesus 

laying on an altar – a great reminder that Jesus comes to us here in Holy Communion.  

The same Jesus born in Bethlehem is present to us now in Holy Communion. 

 

Jesus is present in all the sacraments.  When we go to confession, it is Jesus who is 

present to heal and forgive us.   

 

Secondly, Jesus is present when the Word is proclaimed.  When we hear the gospel, it is 

Jesus speaking to us here today.  I encourage all of you to read from the bible.  Let God 

speak to you through his word.  Take time each day to meditate on scripture.  Jesus is 

present through his word. 

 

Third, this may be hard to see sometimes, but Jesus is present in the priest.  The priest at 

the Mass takes the place of Jesus at the Last Supper so we are meant to encounter Jesus in 

the priest. 

 

And finally, Jesus is present in his Body the Church.  The bible says, wherever 2-3 are 

gathered in my name their I am in the midst of them.  Jesus is present in you. 

 

See – yes, Jesus is present in a special way here in the Holy Eucharist, but Christ did not 

come to be confined to the walls of a building.  He wants to dwell in his people.  Jesus 

wants to dwell in our hearts and in our homes. 

 

As you head home for Christmas, invite Jesus into your homes anew this Christmas.  

Remember more important than all the PRESENTS is the Real PRESENCE of Jesus in 

your hearts and in your homes.   

 


