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For Christmas we gave away the book Into His Likeness by Edward Sri.  If you haven’t read it – 

it’s worth the read!  In the book he poses the questions, “Are we Chicago Cubs Catholics?” 

 

What does he mean?  For 108 years, the Chicago Cubs were the “epitome of mediocrity.”  From 

1908 to 2015 they were known as the “beloved losers.”  Every June, Cubs fans would start 

saying, “Maybe next year.”  If the Cubs ended the season at .500, that was considered a pretty 

good year.  “Wow, we won half our games this year.  Every once in awhile, the Cubs would 

make the playoffs, but the World Series?  For the Cubs?  That’s only for really great teams! 

 

So, what is a Chicago Cubs Catholic?  Quite simply… it means being a mediocre Catholic.  We 

can start thinking:  I believe in God – I come to Mass – I give up something for Lent –  I haven’t 

killed anyone!  I’m a pretty good person.  I’ve checked all the boxes!  Are we striving not just to 

be good, but to great Catholics?  Are we striving to be saints – to go to the World Series?  Or do 

we think, “that’s not for me,” that’s for people like Mother Teresa or St. John Paul! 

 

In a mural, these two people dressed in white are meant to represent you and me!  God is calling 

us to greatness, to become saints – to take our place up here in the mural.   

 

When Jesus began his public ministry, he always challenged religious people who were just 

going through the motions.  Religion is not about checking the box!  For many of the Jews, 

religion was reduced to following the rules.  Remember when Jesus healed the man with the 

withered hand, the Jews were upset because he healed on the sabbath.  He was breaking the 

rules!  What was missing in their religious practice and what is at the HEART of religion?  St. 

Paul gives us the answer in our second reading.  LOVE – Love has to be the motive of all 

religious practice.  At the heart of becoming a great saint is falling in love.  Love is what 

motivates us to greatness.  If we’re not in love with God, we’re just here going through the 

motions. 

 

Think about when a couple falls in love.  They’re willing to do great things for each other.  In 

college when I fell in love, I moved to Chicago to be near my girlfriend.  I really didn’t like 

Chicago, but I was willing to move there because I wanted to be near her.  When you’re in love, 

sacrifice becomes easy.  You don’t even think about it – you just do it!  If we’re going to become 

saints, we have to fall in love with Jesus! 

 

Now, don’t get me wrong – sometimes when people hear about love they think, OK, that means 

there are no rules anymore.  Jesus said, “I’ve not come to abolish the law but to fulfill the law!”   

 



Dr. Sri gives the example in his book about basketball.  The rules of the game are important.  If I 

said, OK, it doesn’t matter anymore if you travel or double dribble or go out bounds, then the 

games ruined.  We’re no longer playing basketball.  But knowing the rules doesn’t make me a 

great player.  What motivates me to be a great player is I love the game!  Following the rules 

isn’t enough. 

 

Becoming a saint is about falling in love.  Do you know the story of Roy Schoeman?  His parents 

fled Nazi Germany and made their way to New York.  Roy was born in 1951 and grew up in a 

Jewish ghetto in New York.  He went off to college and MIT and lost his faith.  He basically 

became an atheist.  From there he went on to Harvard and became a Harvard business professor.  

But his life was devoid of any real meaning or purpose.   

 

In 1987 while he was on vacation, Roy had a mystical experience.  He said it was if the veil that 

separates this world from the supernatural was lifted and he found himself in the presence of God 

who had an infinite and personal love for him.  He saw his entire life before him and as he saw 

his life before God, he had two regrets.  First, all the time and energy he has wasted worrying 

that he wasn’t loved when in actuality God loved him at every moment of his existence.  He was 

bathed in an infinite ocean of love even though he didn’t know it.  What does our first reading 

say, “Before I formed you in the womb, I know you.”  God knew us before we were even formed 

in the womb.  He willed us into existence out of love and at every moment of our lives, even 

though we may be totally unaware, we are surrounded by the love of God. 

 

The second thing he regretted:  all the time he had wasted in his life doing nothing of value in the 

eyes of God.  He said all the pursuits of his life:  becoming an esteemed Harvard Professor, 

making a lot of money, circulating in the right social circles, were like monopoly money.  They 

had no real value.  He saw in that moment his true purpose; to love, worship and serve God.  

That should come as no surprise.  Remember the question in the Baltimore catechism:  Why did 

God make me?  The answer:  To love and serve Him in this life and to be happy with him in the 

next. 

 

Roy Schoeman’s life changed that day forever.  He’s now Catholic.  He’s written books and 

gives missions.  He’s found new purpose in loving and serving God and his testimony has led 

others to conversion.  It all began with an encounter with God and coming to know God’s love.  

It’s not we who first love God but God who first loves us. 

 

We too have encountered God.  We encounter God right here in the Eucharist.  We encounter 

God when we go to confession.  We who are broken and wounded experience the love and 

mercy of Jesus right there.  We encounter Jesus through his word as we meditate on scripture. 

 

Now we have to respond to His love.  Here’s the good news:  The Cubs won the World Series in 

2016.  This means breaking out of our mediocrity is possible.  And the way out of our mediocrity 

is to fall in love.  We can ask God for this grace:  Lord help me to love you more.  Infuse the 

virtue of charity in my soul.   

 

St. Teresa of Avila pondered, Lord how do I know that I really love you?  And you know what 

answer came to her?  By the way you treat your neighbor.  Meditate this week on what it really 



means to love:  Love is patient, love is kind, it is not jealous, it is not pompous, it is not inflated, 

it is not rude, it does not seeks its own interests, it is not quick tempered, it does not brood over 

injury, it does not rejoice over wrongdoing but rejoices with the truth.  It bears all things, 

believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things, love never fails.  Love is what motivates 

us to greatness.  If we’re going to become a saint, we have to fall in love! 


