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Recently, I read the biography of Fr. Willie Doyle who served as a military chaplain in World 

War I.  He died when ran out into no man’s land to save a few wounded comrades.  At the back 

of the biography, the author included meditations from Fr. Willie Doyle’s diary.  I want to share 

one with you today.  When you hear this, it may sound shocking.  This if what Fr. Doyle says: 

 

“I am convinced from a pretty big experience that perfection, that is, sanctity, is only won by 

repeated failures.”  Doesn’t that sound shocking?  I think most of would say, “perfection comes 

about by eliminating failures or by never falling.”  But Fr. Doyle says, “holiness is only won by 

repeated failures.”  He goes on to explain, “If you rise again after a fall, sorry for the pain given 

to our Lord, humbled by it since you see better your real weakness, and determined to make 

another start, far more is gained than if you had gone on without a stumble.” 

 

“Begin again” is the motto of success in the path of holiness.  Remember, too, that faults and 

falls rightly used help to teach us our weakness and to make us humble so are really a stepping-

stone to greater sanctity.  Perseverance is what God wants.  If we get up and start again after 

each fall, God will make saints of us in the end.  When you commit a fault which humbles you 

and for which are you really sorry, it is a gain instead of a loss.  A frequent prayer of the saints 

must have been, “Failed again, Lord, I’ll begin again.” 

 

Peter was out fishing all night and caught nothing.  Think of how many times he threw the net 

out and came up empty – repeatedly failing.  But what does Jesus ask him?  Begin again.  And at 

Jesus’ command Peter lowered the net.  Peter was willing to get back up and try again and it was 

his perseverance that landed him the big catch. 

 

Maybe you come to Mass tired, weary… I’ve been struggling for a long time and my boats 

empty.  What’s the message – begin again.  Persevere.  Holiness is only won by repeated 

failures. 

 

A few years back, while I was on retreat, I began reflecting on all the losses of my life:  the loss 

of my girlfriend, calling off my wedding, friends that had moved away, even a good friend who 

had died at a young age of brain cancer.  And as I was reflecting on those losses, I picked up this 

gospel that we just heard.  You know what hit me?  It’s at the low points of our lives that we 

often encounter Jesus. 

 

Peter had been fishing all night and his boat was empty.  It was in the midst of his emptiness, 

frustration, discouragement that Jesus stepped into his life.  If Peter had gone fishing and caught 

a huge number of fish, his boat would have been full and there would have been no room for 



Jesus.  Sometimes when our life is full and everything seems to be going well, there seems to be 

little room for Jesus.  

 

There is one thing I’m sure Jesus is asking all of us to do:  put out into the deep.  All of us are at 

different points on our spiritual journey and Jesus is asking each one of us to take the next step.  

Maybe for some it’s committing to Sunday Mass each week.  Maybe there’s someone here that 

Jesus is calling back to confession.  You might here that and think that sounds scary.  Most of us 

get pretty comfortable living life up on the shore.  Venturing out into the deep water sounds a 

little risky. 

 

Think of a beach.  How many of us like to just hang out on the shore:  playing in the sand, 

relaxing, tanning, playing sand volleyball.  We don’t want to venture into the water.  I don’t want 

to get wet.  I don’t want to get my hair messed up.  Life offers us plenty of distractions up on the 

beach but the Lord is asking us to take the risk to get into the water. 

 

Maybe the next step in your spiritual life is to commit to a time of daily prayer and meditation.  

Maybe it’s time to seek a spiritual mentor.  Maybe the Lord is asking you to venture into the 

deep by going on a CRHP weekend.  I want to also challenge our youth to go deeper.  This 

summer we will be attending the Steubenville Conference the weekend of July 19-21.  It’s open 

to incoming freshmen through seniors in high school.  I have personally witnessed young 

people’s lives changed by attending this conference.  There will be about 5,000 high schoolers 

there.  Lots of energy!  It’s inspiring.  There is awesome music, praise and worship along with 

Eucharistic Adoration, amazing speakers and break-outs.  As a fruit of the weekend, I’ve heard 

high schoolers say things like, “For the first time, I understand Jesus is really present in the 

Eucharist.”   They come back fired up about their faith.  We also have opportunities for middle 

school and high school students to attend the Life Teen Camp.  Please visit the welcome center 

in the narthex after Mass to learn more about these opportunities. 

 

Did you notice what happened when Peter put out into the deep?  He caught the huge catch of 

fish!  Notice the difference:  when Peter was fishing alone, he caught nothing.  When we try to 

do it alone and rely only on ourselves, most often, we find that we come up empty.  But with 

Jesus in his boat, he caught the big catch!  Our life is so much more fruitful with Christ in our 

life. 

 

There is an important detail in this gospel:  when Peter made the big catch, he had to call other 

boats to take some of the fish.  When we go deeper, not only will our own life be much fuller, 

but it will spill over and impact the lives of others.  When we go deeper, others will benefit.  As 

you put out into the deep your family will benefit, your co-workers, your neighbors, fellow 

parishioners.  The blessings and fruits of your life will spill over and benefit those around you. 

 

Just one last point.  What happens when Peter is overwhelmed with this huge catch?  He sees his 

own unworthiness.  In the face of overwhelming love, we realize our own unworthiness.  We 

realize God showers us with blessings, not because we’re so good, but because he’s so good.  

And even though we are weak and sinful, he sends us on mission:  go and be fisher of men!  The 

Lord is now calling all us to go forward, despite our weakness, despite our failures, to go and be 

fishers of men! 


