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Abby Johnson was a student at Texas A&M.  At a college fair, she stopped at a Planned 

Parenthood booth and from there began volunteering at Planned Parenthood.  After 

college, she accepted a job at the Planned Parenthood Clinic in Bryan, Texas where she 

worked for 8 years from 2001-2009.  She began by escorting women from their cars into 

the abortion clinic and in a short time became the director of the clinic.  During her term 

as director, she was ultimately responsible for 22,000 abortions.  In 2008, she was named 

employee of the year. 

 

Back at Texas A&M, she was told Planned Parenthood strove to reduce abortions.  As 

director of a clinic, she learned the truth: she was pressured to increase profits by 

encouraging women to have abortions.  The clinic profited $350 for each abortion.  In an 

average year in this decade, PP nationwide performs 325,000 abortions, yielding annual 

profits in excess of $113 million.   

 

In 2009, Abby was called back to assist a doctor with an ultra sound abortion.  What she 

saw horrified her and changed her life forever.  The woman having the abortion was 13 

weeks pregnant.  She watched on the ultra sound as the little baby twisted and squirmed 

and fought for its life against the abortion doctor’s suction devices.  Abby had been 

convinced by all the rhetoric – it’s just a fetus - it can’t feel pain.  But she saw what Dr. 

Bernard Nathanson called the “Silent scream,” of a helpless baby struggling for life.  

Within a week, Abby Johnson resigned her position. 

 

She made a 180-degree turn.  After leaving the clinic, she dedicated her life to speaking 

out for the unborn.  Planned Parenthood sued her to try to keep her quiet!  But this didn’t 

stop her from writing two books – one being Unplanned which is now a major motion 

picture.  It will be released March 28, 2019.  Please go and see this movie.  St. Michael 

Church has reserved the B&B theatre on 135th at 2:30 pm on Saturday March 30th.  The 

theatre holds 450 people.  Please come!  A free will donation will be accepted to offset 

the cost of reserving the theatre.  If you can’t make it at the 2:30 pm showing, please 

check movie listings for other times. 

 

The first point I want to make is that God is merciful.  In the parable of the fig tree, we 

see God’s patience with sinners.  He wants to give us every chance to change.  Give it 

one more year!  I’ll cultivate the ground, fertilize it, giving it every chance to bear fruit. 

When we hear the story of Abby Johnson, we might think how can someone be forgiven 

for being complicit in the killing of 22,000 innocent children?  And yet that is truly the 

mercy of God.  When she went to work for Planned Parenthood, she was Southern 

Baptist and she was told – you can’t be Christian and work for Planned Parenthood.  So, 



she left the Baptist Church.  They were right – there are certain things that are not in 

keeping with being a disciple of Jesus.  But after her conversion, as Abby got involved in 

the pro-life movement, in 2012 she became Catholic.  She discovered there is no sin that 

God can’t forgive no matter how many times we’ve done it. 

 

We might look at Abby Johnson and think – at least I’ve never done anything that bad!  

The spirit of comparison is always a bad spirit.  In a similar way in the gospel, some 

people come to Jesus thinking:  Wow, those people Pilate massacred, and those people 

killed when the tower fell, must have been really big sinners! 

 

Jesus dispels that notion.  God is not a vengeful God.  A loving father doesn’t annihilate 

his children when they do something wrong.  And then Jesus turns the tables on them – 

but I tell you, if you do not repent, you will all perish as they did!  What’s the message?  

We are all sinners and all of us are in need of repentance. 

 

There’s a great line in the second reading: “Whoever thinks he is standing secure should 

take care not to fall.”  If you think, “I’ve arrived.”  I have nothing left to change – be 

careful.  All of us have growing edges.  We all have something we need to change in our 

lives.   

 

One last point:  God hears the cries of his suffering people.  In our first reading, God 

heard the cries of his people enslaved in Egypt.  And what did God do?  He called Moses 

to deliver his people!  Moses is a pre-figurement of Christ.  What is God’s ultimate 

response in the face of human suffering?  God sent his only begotten Son.  Jesus is God’s 

response to human suffering.   

 

As human beings we so easily doubt God’s presence especially in the midst of our 

suffering.  A parishioner shared with me what God revealed to him in a prayer 

experience.  This is what Jesus said to him: 

 

“That time when you were a kid and your dad played baseball with the 

neighborhood kids but ignored you and didn’t ask you to join, I was there next to you.  

my arm was on your shoulder.  Did you feel it.”  

 

“Those times at night as a kid when you were alone in your room, hearing your 

sisters talking and laughing in their room next door, and you wished desperately for 

someone to talk to:  a brother, a dad.  I was there, ready to listen.  Did you know it?” 

 

“That time the teacher (coach) laughed in your face and said he didn’t have time 

to work with worthless, small guys like you, I was there.  I stood between you and that 

teacher with my hands over your ears.  I didn’t want you to hear his lies.  Did you know I 

was there?” 

 

The truth is God is with us.  Padre Pio said, “Where we find the cross, there we find 

Christ.”  Jesus did not come to destroy suffering but to enter into it and make it 

redemptive.   



   

God does hear the cries of his people.  And when we hear the cries of the suffering, it’s 

not enough to say – “OK, Jesus will take care of it.”  No, we are the Body of Christ on 

earth.  As His people, we are called to respond.  We are called to action.  This Saturday 

morning March 30th we have the movie in the afternoon, but in the morning, we have our 

Parish Serve Day.  This is just one way we can respond to suffering people around us.  

There will be opportunities to serve at the Olathe Crisis Pregnancy Center, Catholic 

Charities Turnstyles, our local nursing homes and service projects here around the 

church.   

 

The Lord hears the cries of the suffering and we too are called to respond to the needs of 

those around us. 


