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Archbishop Naumann turns 70 years old this June.  A Bishop is obligated to turn in his resignation to the 
Holy Father when he turns 75.  Knowing how quickly five years can pass, the Archbishop began 
pondering awhile back, “how can I leave the Archdiocese in the best condition possible for my 
successor?”  After a thorough feasibility study, and in consultation with many advisors, the Archbishop 
kicked off a capital campaign early last summer 2018 called: One Faith, One Family, One Future In Christ.   
 
Every parish in the Archdiocese is participating in this capital campaign.  The parishes have been divided 
into three blocks.  Block one parishes went from July 2018 to December 2018.  Block two parishes 
(which we are in) go from March 2019 to October 2019 and then block three will go from November 
2019 to May 2020.  After the completion of block one parishes, approximately $18 million has already 
been raised.  The bulk of the parishes are in block two.  The goal of this campaign is to raise $65 million 
dollars for four major capital needs in the Archdiocese. 
 
First, $10 million dollars has been slated for Villa St. Francis, our Catholic Nursing Home in Olathe.  Just a 
few years ago, Pope Francis announced that we were celebrating as a Church a Year of Mercy.  At the 
end of the Year of Mercy, Archbishop Naumann said our practice of the corporal and spiritual works of 
mercy doesn’t end.  In fact, the Year of Mercy should be a catalyst for us to become a Church of Mercy.  
Caring for the elderly is a work of mercy.  Showing reverence and respect for our elders is a way that we 
show the sacredness of each human life.  We are very fortunate here that our Archdiocese runs a 5-star 
Catholic nursing home in Olathe.  Villa St. Francis is one of the few nursing homes that open its doors 
wide to Medicare patients.  They serve all seniors, including the poor, who are in need of care and often 
have very few options.   
 
Why $10 million for Villa St. Francis?  The archdiocese has been leasing Villa for almost 20 years and the 
lease is ready to expire.  There is an option that allows us now to purchase the Villa.  Spending $5 million 
to purchase the building is the best economic option.  In addition to the purchase, $5 million will be 
allocated to update and improve the building. 
 
A second major pillar of the campaign is for priest retirement.  Approximately, $17 million has been 
slated for this pillar.  Currently, in retirement, a priest receives a monthly pension of around $1300.  Our 
pension plan is grossly underfunded.  In addition to funding our pension plan, the Archdiocese is 
planning a 12-unit retirement facility for our retired priests.  This will allow our retired priests to live in 
community, avoid isolation, and have the opportunity for shared meals, prayer, and liturgy together.   
 
The third major pillar of the campaign is to spend $10 million dollars to update and improve Savior 
Pastoral Center to make it more efficient and handicap accessible.  Savior Pastoral Center was originally 
built as the high school seminary.  It was built in the 1960’s when energy was cheap.  If you’ve been out 
there, you know most of the hallways are glass.  We need to put more efficient windows in the building.  
In addition, since the building was built for high school students, it has lots of stairs, but it’s not handicap 



accessible.  Archbishop Naumann shared that when his own mother comes out the Pastoral Center, they 
have to load her in a freight elevator to get her to the cafeteria.  As a church of mercy, we need to be 
sensitive to the needs of all people especially those with special needs. 
 
One of the key super-priorities of the Archdiocese right now is evangelization.  One of the ways the 
Archdiocese lends support to evangelization is to provide a pastoral center where retreats focusing on 
conversion can take place.  Approximately 60,000 people use Savior Pastoral Center each year.  It is 
home of many Cursillo retreats, Kairos retreats, and the spiritual mentorship program which is also key 
to evangelization.   
 
Another Super-priority of the Archdiocese is Strengthening Marriage and Family Life.  Again, Savior 
Pastoral center is key to support this super-priority.  Savior Pastoral Center is home to the World-Wide 
Marriage Encounter Retreats, Engaged Encounter retreats and Retrouvaille.  
 
Finally, the fourth pillar of the campaign is to support parishes.  There are parishes in economically 
depressed areas of the Archdiocese that need to consolidate buildings.  Approximately 5 million has 
been slated to help consolidate or demolish buildings and cover major building repairs for economically 
strapped parishes.  In addition, $1 million is being set aside for the Archdiocesan convocation on 
evangelization which will benefit all of our parishes, and money will be used, as well, for the formation 
of missionary disciples. 
 
Finally, under this fourth pillar of supporting parish life, 25% of all the money raised will go back to the 
parishes.  This means if the goal of 65 million is reached, 16 million dollars will be flowing back to the 
parishes.  Here at St. Michael our target is 4.2 million.  25% of every dollar raised will come back which 
means we could have approximately a million dollars coming back to the parish. 
 
The main focus of the Universal church, our Archdiocese, and our parish is evangelization.  
Evangelization doesn’t happen so much at the Diocesan level, it happens in our parishes and in our 
neighborhoods.  Evangelization begins with developing relationships.  The money that comes back to 
the parish is meant to jump start evangelization efforts.  We have a great parish, but we can always 
grow.  The problem is when we think we’ve arrived.   
 
Jesus is getting at that in the gospel today:  no disciple is greater than his master.  It’s when we think 
we’re better than the master and stop learning and growing that we end up stagnant.  It isn’t enough to 
just maintain all the good that happening here, we have to continue look at ways we can improve and 
grow.     
 
We need to consider how our parish can be more hospitable, more accessible to people with special 
needs, and grow opportunities to proclaim the gospel and form disciples.  We have a planning 
committee working on the case statement of how our rebate money will be used here at the parish.  We 
are engaging in a master planning process assessing not only immediate needs, but looking at our        
10-year goals 
 
I feel personally blessed that we have so many amazing leaders in the parish who have stepped forward 
to serve on our leadership team for the campaign.  I’m grateful to Greg and Barb Trum who are serving 
as the lay leaders of the campaign for our parish.  Approximately 31 parishioners are serving on the 
leadership team.  If you feel called to serve in this capacity, we are always open to accepting more 
members to the leadership team. 



 
In the coming weeks and months, every registered parishioner will have the opportunity to personally 
hear about the campaign.  In fact, this week we will be sending out a really well-done video on the 
capital campaign through the weekly email.  The leadership team and I will be making personal visits.  
Realizing we cannot visit every household, we will also be hosting informational sessions at the rectory 
and parishioner’s homes.  You’re invited!  If you’ve never seen the rectory, this is your opportunity!  (the 
challenge for us will be to keep our house clean!) 
 
Some people have already asked me, how does the capital campaign fit in with our tithing model?  
You’ve heard us talk many times about 5-4-1.  We still need your support for parish operations and as a 
guide encourage 5 % of your income to the parish, 1% to the Archdiocese Call to Share, and then we 
normally say the 4% is for charities of your own choosing.  The capital campaign would fall under the 4%.  
Please prayerfully consider how you can support the Archdiocesan capital campaign.  You will be asked 
to make a gift over a 3 to 5-year period.   
 
I know from past experience, that when we answer the call of our shepherd, we will be blessed and bear 
great fruit.  I’m convinced that our participation in this campaign will not only bless our Archdiocese but 
our parish as well.  Thank you for your generosity.   


