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There was a man who had the habit of stopping by the bakery every morning to buy 

coffee cakes or donuts on this way to work.  Finally, the man thought, I’ve got to lose 

weight and cut out all these sweets in the morning.  So, in order to cut out the temptation, 

he decided to drive a new way to work so that he would not have to pass by that bakery.  

Well, only about a week into the diet, the man showed up to work with a coffee cake 

from his favorite bakery.  His co-workers said, “I thought you were on your diet?”  The 

man explained, “Well, I got into the car this morning and out of habit found myself 

driving my old route on the way to work.  When I saw the bakery coming up, I said a 

little prayer, “Lord if it’s OK to stop please let there be a parking space in the front of the 

store.”  And sure enough… on the 9th time around the block there was a parking place 

right in front. 

 

How quickly at times we go back to our old habits – our old ways.  One thing that’s 

always struck me about this gospel is that Peter says, “I’m going fishing!”  Remember, it 

was at the Sea of Galilee that Jesus called Peter and said, “You will no longer be a 

fisherman but a fisher of men.”  And then how quickly after Jesus’ passion, death and 

resurrection do we see that Peter returns to his old life: “I’m going fishing!”   

 

Here’s the truth, on our journey we will all at times reach a “challenging stage.”  

Remember the Israelites wandering in the desert, they got discouraged and yearned to 

return back to the flesh pots of Egypt.  Faced with failures or frustrations, it’s easy to get 

discouraged and to think, “I’m not cut out for this discipleship thing.  I’m going back 

fishing.  What happens if we go back to our old life?  Peter caught nothing.  We end up 

empty.  What’s the message?  Persevere, trust, keep going.   

 

Now, when they recognize that it is Jesus, the Risen Lord, the gospel has this interesting 

detail.  Peter, tucked in his garment, for he was lightly clad, and he jumped into the water.  

Fishermen in biblical times didn’t wear many clothes when they were out fishing.  What 

does Peter do?  He clothes himself and jumps into the water.  Sounds kind of strange.  

But think about this:  Peter had just denied Jesus three times and now he sees Jesus on 

shore so what does he do?  He clothes himself.  Most of us are kind of afraid to come to 

Jesus as we are: naked, our sins exposed.  What did Adam and Eve do when they sinned?  

They hid and they clothed themselves.  What’s the message?  Stop hiding, trying to cover 

over your sin.  Don’t be afraid to come to Jesus as you are.  When you go to confession, 

don’t be afraid to come as you are and to show Jesus your wounds. 

 

The next interesting detail:  Jesus is standing around a charcoal fire.  There is only one 

other place in the bible where a charcoal fire is mentioned.  It was in the courtyard of the 



high priest and it was around that charcoal fire that Peter denied Jesus three times.  It’s no 

coincidence that Jesus now asks Peter three times, “Do you love me?”   

 

Much of this dialogue between Jesus and Peter is lost in translation.  In English we only 

have one word for love but in Greek there are three different words for love:  Agape, self-

sacrificing love, Phileo, brotherly love and Eros, emotional or passionate love.  This is 

how the dialogue goes in Greek:  Jesus says to Peter, “Peter do you agape me?”  Are you 

willing to die for me?  And Peter says, “Yes, Lord I Phileo you.”  Again, Jesus says, 

“Peter do you agape me?”  And again, Peter says, “Lord I Phileo you.”  Finally Jesus 

says, “Peter do you Phileo me?”  And Peter says, “Yes, Lord you know that I Phileo 

you.”  What’s going on here? 

 

First, we see Peter’s honesty.  Jesus is asking Peter if he’s willing to lay down his life for 

him and Peter is being honest:  I don’t know if I can do that.  At the Last Supper Peter 

told Jesus, “Even if everyone else abandons you I will lay down my life for you.”  But 

Peter didn’t live up to this.  He betrayed Jesus.  Peter is now recognizing his love for 

Jesus isn’t as strong as he thought. 

 

What can we learn from Peter?  Let’s be honest with the Lord.  Sometimes we have to 

come before Jesus and in honesty say, “Lord, my love is weak.”  Increase my love! 

 

And what do we learn from Jesus through this dialogue?  God is a God of second 

chances.  Even though Peter betrayed him, even though Peter doesn’t have “agape” love, 

Jesus still chooses Peter to lead his church:  Feed my lambs, tend my sheep, feed my 

sheep.  In those words, Jesus is commissioning Peter to be his Vicar on earth.  In the Old 

Testament, it was prophesied that the Messiah would be the Good Shepherd.  Jesus is the 

Good Shepherd.  And now he is commissioning Peter to be his Vicar, his visible 

representative on earth.  What we see is that God calls us despite our weakness. 

 

But then Jesus tells Peter, in time you will agape me.  “When you grow old, you will 

stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not 

want to go.”  Do you know how Peter died?  There was a terrible persecution of 

Christians in Rome under the Emperor Nero.  St. Peter was fleeing Rome on the Appian 

Way and he encountered Jesus who was heading into the city.  Peter said to Jesus, “Quo 

Vadis?”  “Where are you going?”  Jesus said, “I’m going into Rome to be crucified 

again.”  Peter turned around and went back into Rome.  He was captured and crucified 

upside down in Nero’s circus.  He didn’t feel worthy to be crucified in the same way as 

Jesus.  In the end, Peter did have agape love.  He died for Jesus.   

 

We’re all a work in progress.  No matter what our past, no matter how many times we 

have betrayed the Lord by our sin, Jesus is asking us, “Do you love me?”  “Do you agape 

me?”  Maybe we can only say, “Lord I Phileo you.”  The Lord meets us where we’re at 

and like Peter, he calls us to greatness.  Let’s pray for the grace to be “all in,” to give our 

lives totally in love for Jesus. 


