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Did you know of all the seven deadly sins:  pride, gluttony, envy, lust, greed, sloth, and 

anger, the one that Jesus talked most about was greed. 

 

1 Timothy chapter 6 verse 10 in the bible says, “The love of money is the root of all 

evil.”  Notice the bible doesn’t say, “Money is the root of all evil, but the love of money 

is the root of all evil.”  As Catholics we view creation and material things as good, the 

danger is when we begin clinging to them and when we make them the object of our 

heart’s desire. 

 

What happens when we cling to money or things?  First, we lose our focus.  There’s a 

story of a man who was obsessed with gold.  One day he was walking in a marketplace 

and he saw a table of gold coins.  He ran up, grabbed the coins and quickly fled.  The 

man was easily caught.  There was a security guard standing next to the table.  When the 

man was apprehended, they asked him, “Did you really think you would get away?  

Didn’t you see the security guard?”  The man responded, “I saw nothing but gold.” 

 

Greed can blind us and obscure our vision.  I’ve known people obsessed with making 

money who lose sight of God and who lose sight of their own families.  All they can see 

is gold.  I was struck this week of how often in my own life, I’m called to let go of things 

that can become distractions and re-focus.  The work of conversion is constant re-

focusing. 

 

Greed can also lead to slavery.  Greed can lead people to gambling addictions or 

shopping addictions.  How many purses or shoes or ties can we have!  Sometimes we 

shop as a way to self-medicate.  We are looking to things to fill a void in our lives.  The 

question is – do my things have control over me or do I have control over them? 

 

I remember years ago watching an episode of the Simpsons.  (I’m not promoting the 

Simpsons, but I used to watch it once in awhile!)  In the episode, Homer is at a vending 

machine and sees chocolate candy bars.  He can’t help himself so he puts his coins in, but 

the candy bar doesn’t fall.  Homer tries shaking the vending machine, but the candy bar 

still doesn’t fall. So he decides to put his arm through the bottom where the candy bars 

are supposed to fall out and he grabs on to the candy bar and his arm becomes seemingly 

stuck.  The fire department comes.  And finally, the fireman says, “Sir you have to let go 

of the candy bar!”  Homer then was able to remove his arm immediately.   

 

When we cling to things, they can trap us.  God wants us to be free!   

 



How do we counter greed?  Vice is countered by virtue.  The first virtue that counters 

greed is generosity.  Are we generous or miserly?  Do we give freely, or do we hoard?  

Are we quick to let people borrow our things?  I’ve encountered people who are very 

detached from their things and quickly allow people to borrow them.  You need to 

borrow my car, here’s the keys.  But there are also people who are very protective and 

clinging:  You can’t drive my car, you might put a ding in it. 

 

St. Ignatius gives the example of a person winning $10,000 dollars.  Now, he raises the 

question, “What should we do with money?”  We might immediately think:  the most 

virtuous thing would be to give it all away!  The worst thing would be to say, “It’s all 

mine and I’m not sharing!”  St. Ignatius says, actually neither one of those options is 

right.  The best course of action is actually to put it all on the table and say, “God what do 

you want me to do with it?”  Just giving it all away may not be what God wants.  The key 

is our indifference, our detachment.  God it’s all yours, you show me how to use it. 

 

In his first principal and foundation this is what St. Ignatius says, “God created human 

beings to praise, reverence, and serve God, and by doing this, to save their souls.  God 

created all other things on the face of the earth to help fulfill this purpose.”  All the things 

of the world are created to help us get to heaven! 

 

Here’s another practical suggestion to curb greed:  set a budget.  We can curb compulsive 

shopping by creating and living within a budget.   

 

Finally, we encounter greed by placing our trust in God.  I think the issues around greed 

really come down to trust:  Do I place my trust in what I have or is my trust in the Lord?  

It’s a great reminder when we pick up a coin and read, “In God we trust.”  Our trust is not 

in this coin, but in God. 

 

I want to close with this story:  Fr. Bill Bruning is a priest friend of mine and shared with 

me that some time ago he visited an elderly parishioner who was dying.  This old man 

said, “Fr Bill – I’ve worked hard all my life to provide for my family.  And he did!  He 

was able to buy his children and wife nice things.  He was even able to buy each of the 

kids a car and pay their way through college. He said – Fr. Bill, I’ve been so blessed that 

all my family has gathered here now and have been visiting me, but he said you know 

what?  Not one of them has ever mentioned anything I’ve ever bought for them.  What 

they talk about is the family time we spent together.  He said, “Father, the only regret I 

have in life is that I wish I would have worked less and spent more time creating 

memories.” 

 

Be rich in what matters most to God.  What matters most to God?  Our relationships and 

how we love and the time we spend together – that’s how we create memories. 


