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To whom much has been given, much is expected. (my intelligence/grades – your sister doubled 

her two, double your 5) 

If you have been given 5, God expects 5 more, if you’ve been given 2, God expects 2 more. 

But notice, if that was the lesson, that those who have been given the most have the most 

expected of them, you’d expect the parable to be about two servants, one given 5 and the other 2, 

and they both make an additional 2, rather than each doubling. Then the master could give some 

lesson about how it’s not about the total of the result, but the movement from what was to good 

But that’s not what we have.  The one with 5 makes 5, the one with 2 makes 2, it’s the one with 

the least expected of him, with just the 1 talent, that failed. The Master didn’t expect the servant 

given 1 talent to make 5 talents, because isn’t that always the excuse?  Yeah, well he could give 

you 5, because he had 5, I didn’t have 5. True, you had one, so, as I am a fair and just master, I 

expect the same of you as I do them, to double the money, and for you that is not 5, but just an 

additional 1. So, where is my 1? 

To get at the lesson, we must ask why is the master so upset; it’s not like the servant squandered 

the coin, or gambled it trying to double his money by nefarious means and lost it. This servant, 

out of fear he’d lose it, buried it, hiding it away, only to them dig it up and return it to the master.  

The master has lost nothing. 

What was the alternative the master suggested afterward?  “could you not have even put it in a 

bank to have gained some interest, you know, if you don’t want to work for the money, let the 

money work for you?” But the wicked servant didn’t even do that, and so what he had was taken 

and given to the servant with 10 (because he has shown himself trustworthy, so he can be given 

more), and the wicked servant is cast out. 

So what does all this mean? Whenever we hear parables about a master or bridegroom returning, 

we need to think the second coming of Christ, the last days, when we will stand before God and 

account for what we’ve done this life that we’ve been given.  

The plants were given life by God, and they give glory to God by their existence. The trees raise 

their arms in praise; sunflowers follow the sun, the light of the world, wherever it goes; the 

wheat readily responds to the movements of the ruach, the breath of God, the wind. They give 

him glory in their use to us and their abilities to grow in crazy conditions and in their diversity. 

They don’t have much, but they give God glory how they can.   

Animals were given life by God, and give Him glory in their grander existence. They live and 

move and interact in such precise ways. Even just the multitude of different types of bugs and 

their functions in keeping the ecosystem in check bespeaks to the creativity and ingenuity of the 

creator, just by them existing. Animals, in an even grander way than plants, give God glory by 

living out their purpose, their role, their fulfillment. 

But what of us humans?  We have been given the most of all. We have the ability to grow like 

plants, and to move like animals, but more than that, we have the ability to reason and freely 

make choices.  Animals choose based on instincts and training. We humans, made in the image 
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and likeness of God, have free will and the ability to willfully choose to love God and give Him 

praise, while animals and plants merely do it by their existence.  No animal actually gives God 

praise and thanksgiving willfully, no matter how many videos of dogs praying before meals you 

see. But we can. We’ve been given much.  

But if we don’t give God praise and thanksgiving for this great gift, a life not subject only to 

instinct but granted free will guided by reason, we are as the wicked servant. If we give God 

praise by our very existence and at bare minimum do His Will by instinct, our lives are like a 

talent in the bank accruing interest.  But we have been given so much, so God expects so much 

more from us than he does plants and animals. Because we have free will, if we aren’t giving 

God the praise, we are giving it to other things. And so, on the last day, when God asks us to 

account for our lives, we’ll present to Him the life we had, a life where we wasted our free will 

loving things that were not God. We return to him merely the life we’d been given, and nothing 

more.  And I tell you, that will be taken away from us.  

So how do we give God praise and glory by our reasonable lives? Do we have to be in Church all 

day, praying? By no means. So what does that look like? It looks like the valiant woman we hear 

about in our first reading from proverbs. This good woman is a type, a sign, of the Church, the 

bride of Christ. We, the church, cannot be idle, but must serve.  And we see from the proverb 

that this good woman can do nothing but love.  Every thing she touches is imbued with a love 

and intentionality only afforded to us by free will. By living a life of loving service, especially to 

the poor, she lives into her fulfillment, and her good works shine like a beacon of light, giving 

God praise.  

But, as our second reading reminds us, we don’t know when the master returns. We should not 

delay and wait to do these good and charitable works later.  Let us start using and trading our 

talents now, so that we can be ready, as children of light, holding the lamp of our good works 

high, lit with the Lord’s charity, to shine before all men. That when we have to stand before God 

and account for our lives, we will hear Him say, “Well done my good and faithful servant. Come 

and share in your master’s joy.” 


