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I was ordained last May. And for the six years before that, I was in seminary in Chicago at a 

place called Mundelein learning how to be a priest.  For six years, I prayed and studied and 

served the people of the Archdiocese of Chicago. Now I’ve returned to Kansas and I thank God 

every day that I have. I used to think that people were the same no matter where you went. But 

I’ve come to really appreciate the good people of Kansas who have their feet firmly planted on 

the ground while keeping their eyes on heaven. While I can’t exactly put my finger on what it 

was, something about being so surrounded by cement and man-made wonders, Chicagoans had 

lost their connection to nature, and subsequently, reality. There was this confidence that through 

pure human grit and determination and human ingenuity, they could save the world, if only 

everyone was just like them.  But they can’t even save themselves.  And while you can find some 

of that mindset here in Johnson County, overall in Kansas, I found, as the saying goes, salt of the 

earth people, good and honest folk, people who don’t waste their time ineffectually trying to save 

the nation or the world, but rather focus on themselves, their families, their communities. 

We get this phrase, Salt of the Earth, from our Gospel today. Jesus tells His disciples they are to 

be the Salt of the Earth. What does salt do to food but preserve it and enhance the flavor.  In the 

right proportions, salt makes sweet things sweeter, it makes bitter things less bitter, and can make 

a steak juicier and more succulent.  Salt revitalizes what has become bland or distasteful.  And so 

too shall we, Christians, be to the earth: making the joys all the more joyful, the sorrows all the 

more bearable, the simple things in life all the more savory, and bringing life back to the 

dreariness and drudgery of this world.  

Christ also tells his disciples they are to be the Light of the World. And what does light do but 

bring clarity and vibrancy to its surroundings. Where things are murky or uncertain, light reveals 

the truth that was shrouded. When it is difficult to discern one color from another, light enhances 

the uniqueness and beauty of each color in the spectrum. Light amid the darkness is a beacon of 

hope and security: consider the sailor tossed about on the sea who sees the lighthouse and shore 

in the distance, or a man lost in the wood at night who comes across a campfire, or even more 

simply, a night light for a frightened child. So too shall we, Christians, be to the world: Bringing 

truth and clarity to the those who can’t tell which end of themselves is supposed to go up, 

bringing vibrancy to a dull world and highlighting what makes each soul unique, being a 

steadfast and stalwart beacon of hope for those who wander about in the shadows of life, their 

heads drawn up from despair and fear of darkness to be fixed upon the simple beauty of the light.  

Because the reality of this world is that it is filled with darkness. While it was made good, 

through sin and death, we’ve darkened the world, creating shadows for us to hide in, hiding from 

our Lord in order to avoid shame for our sins.  The world, as it is now, is not a bright, shining 

place.  There is evil and darkness in every corner of the globe.  Murder, rape, kidnapping, 

genocide, abortion, needless war, racism, hunger, abject poverty. And man, refusing to leave the 

shadows, eyes closed to the light lest he see his own shamefulness, turns in on himself, assured 

that he got himself into this mess, and doggone it, he can get himself out. Through his own 

cleverness and power, man will save the world from these horrors that he himself created and is a 

party to. And while his cleverness might gain him worldly success, as scripture reminds us, they 
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quickly fall into ruin.  For they have bolstered themselves with the darkness of the world, and 

become the king of darkness, yet darkness, sin, and death do nothing but ruin and destroy. 

But God, in His divine wisdom, saves us; not by becoming the king of darkness Himself, 

because He knows what the world truly needs, and that is Light. A light that reveals our own 

sinfulness, not hide it.  A light that brings hope and comfort, rather than cajoling with fear or 

despair. Fear and despair are not of God, and if we live in fear, we live in darkness, and we are 

Satan’s and we shall die. But God wants light for us, He wants hope for us, He wants life for us. 

So how do we become this light for the world? By doing exactly what salt of the earth people do.  

They don’t fret over the grand evils of the world, they leave them to God in His own time.  

Instead, they follow the advice of the prophet Isaiah in our first reading: “Share your bread with 

the hungry, shelter the oppressed and the homeless; clothe the naked when you see them, and do 

not turn your back on your own. Remove from your midst [not from the world, but from your 

own midst] oppression, false accusation and malicious speech; if you bestow your bread on the 

hungry and satisfy the afflicted; then light shall rise for you in the darkness.” Salt of the Earth 

people focus on purifying themselves, being righteous themselves, being holy themselves, for 

then they become as a star in the black velvet of the night sky, a guiding light for those with no 

light of their own. And they do it not by their own power, but by God’s, not saving themselves 

but being saved by Christ, for Christ is the source, that True Light from True Light  

Christ came to us to show us what power and salvation look like.  And it looks like the cross. 

Christ showed us by His very life that power is found in humility and meekness, that strength is 

found most purely in suffering and sacrifice. These things aren’t always easy to choose.  Christ 

Himself, before being subject to the Passion, begged the Lord to take this trial He was about to 

face from Him, but in humility and authentic strength, submitted to His Passion, and through His 

suffering, through His sacrifice, through His cross, He bore not just the wooden beams of His 

execution, but the weight of all the darkness of the whole world. Now that’s power! 

Brothers and Sisters, we, baptized Christians, are the Body of Christ.  We are called to share in 

that sacrifice of Christ, that’s why we are here, to participate in the one saving sacrifice of Christ 

in the Eucharist. But that also means that we are invited to share in that redemptive, 

strengthening suffering as well. We, as the hands and feet of Christ, are to serve the world, not in 

arrogance, not by our own cleverness, but in humility, in simplicity of life, and by letting the 

Light of Christ shine through us to those who are lost in the darkness of this world.  

We are called to do the corporal works of mercy: Feeding the hungry, watering the thirsty, 

housing the homeless, clothing the naked, visiting the sick, visiting the imprisoned, and burying 

the dead.  But even more so in our day and age do we need the spiritual works of mercy as well:  

To instruct the ignorant, to admonish the sinner, to counsel the doubtful, to bear wrongs 

patiently, to forgive others willingly, to comfort the afflicted, and to pray for the living and the 

dead. These works of mercy, both corporal and spiritual, are the means by which Christ wants to 

shine His light in and through us to the world, a world filled with evil and darkness. But that 

happens not by us taking on the world by ourselves or by adopting worldly ways, but by being 
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purified ourselves by Christ, for what good is salt if it loses its taste, if it already tastes like 

everything else?  What good is a light if kept under a bushel basket of selfishness and pride? 

I worry such a message would fall on deaf ears in Chicago, but I’m glad that I’m here, in Kansas, 

surrounded by the Salt of the Earth.  So, let us be nourished by this blessed Sacrament, the Body 

and Blood of our crucified Lord, that we may bring flavor and light back to a dark and dull 

world. 


