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[1] 

A young boy, Johnny, had been given a stuffed dog by his parents and he loved it very much.  

He named it, cared for it, and took it everywhere with him. Over the years, it became tattered and 

dirty and lost some stuffing. His parents decided that he was old enough to get a real dog, so they 

bought a golden retriever puppy and prepared to give it to their son with a magic trick, secretly 

swapping the stuffed animal for a living one.  His parents sat him down and said, “Johnny, we 

want to give you something very special, but first we need your stuffed dog.”  Johnny refused, 

for he loved his stuffed animal.  His mom tried to convince him that they had something better 

for him but that he needed to have empty hands to receive this gift, yet Johnny clung to his 

stuffed dog, turning away. Seeing that their son didn’t trust them enough to let go of the stuffed 

animal, they brought out the puppy, and holding it before him, said “this is for you,” thus ruining 

the surprise. In awe of the cute puppy before him, he dropped the stuffed dog and took up the 

real one. The stuffed animal lay forgotten and Johnny ran off to play with his new puppy.  

[2] 

Today is the end of the octave of Easter, throughout this whole last week, we have been 

celebrating every day as though it were Easter morning. Why would we spend 8 days celebrating 

the same thing? Because it’s just that important! All week, the daily readings have been talking 

about the early disciples wrestling with what it means for Christ to have resurrected. Today’s 

gospel gives us one such example, one that often feels very relatable. 

Jesus appeared before the disciples, even though the door was locked shut. They were hiding 

because they feared the Jewish leadership persecuting them as they had Jesus. Jesus appears, 

offers them His peace, shows His wounds to them, and in-spires, breathes onto, them with the 

Holy Spirit. When Thomas, who wasn’t present for this appearance, returns, he is skeptical, thus 

earning him the moniker Doubting Thomas. This apostle would go on to travel all the way to 

India in order to spread the Gospel, but we know him first and foremost as Doubting Thomas. 

But I don’t think we say it with animosity or incredulity at his skepticism. Rather, it’s because 

that is how we most easily identify with him. Now, I don’t know if you’ve evangelized an ocean 

away in India…I haven’t, but who of us isn’t skeptical when we here things that are too good to 

be true.  He wanted proof, which to us in our worldly wisdom, only makes sense.  

God, understanding his unbelief, his lack of trust, came to them a second time, this time with 

Thomas present, and again offered peace and turning to Thomas, reveals to him his wounds, 

urging him to believe. Thomas exclaims a word of praise that should be constantly on our lips, 

“My Lord and my God.” Jesus then tells him that those who did not have to see Christ risen to 

believe in Him were more blessed. He asks Thomas, and us, to have faith in Him. Because, as 

Peter reminds us in our second reading, those who have faith in Christ possess eternal life in the 

Kingdom to come, “an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading.” And God is 

eager to give us the gift of this heavenly life, but sometimes we aren’t open to receiving it, 

because that means that we have to let go of the old life we’ve had. 

[3] 

 The Lord gave us our lives; we didn’t earn them, there is nothing we did to merit our existence, 

and yet we are.  Our very lives are a gift. But this life is a shadow of the life that God ultimately 
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desires for us. It’s stained by original sin, it’s torn with sorrows and struggles, it isn’t as fulfilling 

as it should be, and we can really sense and feel that disparity of what we have from what we 

know should be. But it’s the life we got.  We care for it, we love it, and we cling tightly to it.  

[4] 

Yet our lives are not our own. They were given to us by God, and we were meant to give it up 

for others, to live not for ourselves but for our fellow man. But in our selfishness, we hold onto 

our lives, our freedoms, our way of doing things. So instead of having given away our lives for 

others, in order to be open to receive from God New life, rather our hands are full of our old, 

fallen ways, and we struggle to make room for our new life in Christ.  God desires that we whole 

heartedly grab onto this new life, a life in the resurrection, that He is offering us, but instead we 

try to shoehorn this new life into our old way of life, so we can try to have both. We are trying to 

put new wine into old wine skins.  That’d be like treating a living puppy as though it were a 

stuffed animal.  It just doesn’t work. But boy do we try. 

And often there’s a fear that if we give God everything, if we give our old lives to Him// that our 

lives will lose the joy that we’ve found in it. That if we give Him our fathers and mothers, 

brothers and sisters, time, talent, or treasure, that we’ll be left with nothing, as though God would 

take from us without giving anything in return. But God is never outdone in His generosity. Nor 

will He take everything from us. If God desires our good, he wouldn’t leave us with nothing! In 

fact, He is offering us something even better than what we have, EVERYTHING!  He offers us 

new life in Christ, a resurrected life, free from slavery to sin and death, a life lived to the full. But 

we must trust in Him, we must have Faith.  

Faith in the redemptive death of Christ on Good Friday; faith in the salvific resurrection on 

Easter Sunday; faith in Christ as our justifying Savior now and forever! And if we have faith in 

Christ, not only will life in the next be offered to us, our life in the here and now looks 

differently. We read in first reading from Acts that the early disciples “ate their meals with 

exultation and sincerity of heart, praising God and enjoying favor with all people.” And that 

wasn’t because they had a lot, no they sold everything and relied fully on God and His Church to 

provide for their needs. And this wasn’t just propaganda, people who saw and experienced the 

lives the Christians were living wanted to be a part of it, for they saw they great good of it.   

[5] 

Even through persecutions by the early Jews and the Romans, these early Christians were 

rejoicing.  In times of trial, they didn’t despair but had faith that on the other side of redemptive 

death is salvific Resurrection in and with Christ our savior. Our life in Christ doesn’t start when 

we die, we live it here and now! But we have to be willing to set down our old lives, our old way 

of doing things, our old selfishness, and turn to the Lord empty handed, that He may give us an 

even greater gift than the lives we currently have. And even when we receive what God gives us, 

that we can share and be generous with what we’ve been given, just as God was generous with 

us.  In this way, we come to image God even more clearly, so then we are able receive His life 

even more fully.  It’s an ongoing cycle. We receive from God to give to others that we might 

receive more from God to give even more to others.  God emptied himself and took the form of a 

slave, dying and rising that we might be saved. Let us joyfully follow Him, emptying ourselves, 
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picking up our crosses to die to ourselves that we too may rise with Christ to new life. Let us 

have Faith, that if we lay down our old lives, God will provide a New Life for us. 


