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Imagine for your 21st birthday, your parents gifted you a sailing boat.  You take this boat out into 

the ocean for a wonderful trip. But you aren’t very experienced, and your boat capsizes into 

some coral reef.  You are now adrift in the ocean, floating on a piece of wood from your ship.  

There’s no other boats in sight. After a few days, the piece of wood becomes waterlogged and 

isn’t supporting you like it used to. You fear you’ll not last long.  But then you see a boat coming 

right for you. As it approaches, it throws you a lifejacket and tells you to come aboard.  What 

would you do?  Would you grab hold of the lifejacket and climb aboard?  Or would you insist 

that your fine and that you will just keep floating on your log?  

I’ve not met a person who would honestly say that they wouldn’t take the lifejacket, because 

people have a strong desire to live.  But let’s say you are standing in the shallow water on the 

shore, and someone hands you a lifejacket and says, put this on, you’re gonna need it. Maybe he 

thinks you will get pulled out to sea in a rip current. Or maybe he’s just a crazy person. Would 

you wear it?  Or since you’re standing on solid ground, would it just be cumbersome, so you set 

it down?  The lifejacket is no less cumbersome in the middle of the ocean than it is in the 

shallows, but people are much more eager to take it when their livelihood is clearly in peril.  

It’s important we understand our situation. If we are ignorant of threats to our safety, we might 

not take them seriously enough. This applies to our physical well-being, whether it be from a 

virus or a terrorist, but also it applies to our spiritual well-being. If we don’t have a good grasp of 

the current state of our soul, we’ll be too flippant about our spiritual lives. 

That is why it is crucial that we know our history, because if you know where you’ve been, then 

you know where you are, and you can know where to go.  We see Jesus on the road to Emmaus 

explaining Scripture to them, beginning with Moses and the prophets. He shows them salvation 

history and how God had been preparing the people of God for the coming of Christ for 

centuries. For if they could see where they came from, they could better recognize how God 

desired to save them, so they would be able to accept that Christ had to die and rise to save them. 

Peter presents this to the Jews in the first reading. He tries to get them to realize that Jesus, the 

one they had crucified, was God’s plan for their salvation.  But if someone just comes up and 

says, “You need to be saved” without you first recognizing that you are in a dangerous position, 

who would respond well to that? So Peter shows them how David, their highly revered King, had 

not only prophesied the Christ, but that he died, just like everyone dies. But he also died 

anticipating that the Christ would bring about resurrection. And Jesus is our resurrection. But we 

rejected him, by our actions, we put ourselves into danger. 

Often, when we are being told that we messed up, we expect to hear from an angry God, “You 

have done this terrible thing, and for this, I will make you suffer.”  But that’s not what happens.  

In reality, God says “You have done this terrible thing, and for this I have suffered, and offer you 

forgiveness.  But if you do not accept my forgiveness, you will suffer.” Yet this is not a threat, 

but a recognition of our current situation.  We have wrecked our boat, and while the piece of 

wood we are floating on keeps us afloat for now, it will sink. God is now offering us a life-line to 

get out of this mess.  But if we do not accept the life-line, we will suffer. Not because God is 

punishing us, but because we are in a not so good situation.  
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God is trying to reconcile us to Himself, to restore that relationship we ought to have with Him. 

But when someone has messed up that relationship, and boy have we sinned, 2 things need to 

happen for reconciliation to occur: 1) the offender must recognize they have offended the other 

and feel sorry for that AND 2) the offended must genuinely offer forgiveness. Both must occur.  

If the offender doesn’t recognize they’ve actually erred, the forgiveness won’t be accepted, and 

reconciliation doesn’t occur.  If the offended doesn’t offer forgiveness, the offender has no way 

of making up for the offense, and reconciliation doesn’t occur.   Normally in our human 

interactions, there is blame on both parties, but God is perfect and good, only we have offended 

Him.  

Thankfully, He is throwing us that life-line; He is offering forgiveness. But for real 

reconciliation, we must recognize that we have offended God.  And not just like, as a human 

family.  I personally have offended God. Only then can reconciliation occur between myself and 

God.  

And so I am contrite, and God forgives me, and I return into a state of grace, now what? Well I 

put to you another parable. A man, throughout his life, made many financial mistakes.  He 

invested his money poorly, he never built up any savings, he was frivolous with his spending, 

etc. This, of course, put him into a massive debt that he could never pay off, even if he worked 

his whole life. A kindly king took pity on him and paid off all of his debts and told him to turn 

his life around. Now that he is out of debt, should that man continue making risky investments 

and deficit spending? Is that a good way to thank the King? Of course not. 

So too have we been saved, reconciled, freed from a debt we could not pay. We’ve been bailed 

out, so should our response be to continue to live in a manner that put us in debt in the first 

place? Of course not.  So if you call God Father, then live rightly. For God is all good, and His 

mercy is boundless, but if we don’t accept His help, if we fail to recognize our situation, if we do 

not constantly repent, we are no better than a man adrift in the ocean on a piece of waterlogged 

wood.   


