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I don’t know if you’ve been to a baptism recently, but as of this Easter, they updated the 

baptismal rite. They didn’t really add or remove anything, they just clarified and emphasized a 

few things.  And one thing they emphasized was something that I was already doing, beginning 

the rite in the doorway of the church. To make things easy, some priests had just done everything 

from the baptismal font, but you really lose something if you do that.   

We begin in the doorway and ask a few questions: what is the name and what do they want?  We 

all know who is there to be baptized and we all know why we are there, so is this just formality? 

No, its an important part of the ritual, because it’s the response.  The shepherd calls his sheep, his 

sheep hear his voice, respond, and follow him through the gate. The priest, acting in the person 

of Christ, calls to the unbaptized, who respond, and he then leads them to be baptized through the 

doors into the church.  The sign is clear, we enter into the Church, the Body of Christ, at our 

baptism.  It is the means by which we come to all the other sacraments.  It is the entrance into the 

Christian life, a new life, a better life, into green pastures.   

This is what Peter urges his fellow Jews to do. To repent and be baptized, not to follow the false 

teachings that lead them from Christ, but to run to the merciful Lord whom they had crucified. 

These were his family, his countrymen. Jesus didn’t come just for the few apostles, but came for 

many, and Peter wanted to get as many into the sheepfold as possible, urging them to separate 

themselves from this corrupt generation and to respond to God’s call. 

We were baptized by our parents because they wanted that for us. They saw the good that is 

found in following Christ and desired to pass that on to us.  This is our Tradition. In Latin, 

Traditio means to pass on. And we have a tradition of Catholicism, a tradition passed down for 

centuries to us from Peter himself, just as he passed it to the Jews in our first reading.  What an 

amazing thing to realize, that our faith has been handed down to us by the apostles, who were 

themselves given the Good News by Christ himself.  And yet, we all have many friends and 

family who have abandoned this Tradition. Who were given forgiveness and a divine 

inheritance, but like the prodigal son, have squandered it, either chasing the pleasures of the 

world, or avoiding the suffering that comes with loving God or having created their own idol of 

what they think God should be like. 

But we know that the pleasures of this world are fading, while our inheritance in Christ that we 

receive at baptism is eternal.  // We know that the suffering inherent in love is a grace from God, 

for in it we are united to Christ whose passion was/is the greatest expression of love known to 

man and so in baptism we must die to ourselves to rise with Christ. // We know that God is not 

what we want Him to be but is only who He is. Luckily, He revealed himself to us in the God 

man Jesus Christ, and that revelation has been passed down to us through the Church, a Church 

who has preserved His presence among us for 2000 years.  As Ignatius of Antioch wrote just 70 

years after Christ’s death, “Wherever the bishop appears, there let the people be; for wherever 

Jesus Christ is, there is the Catholic Church.” 

So let us never abandon the graces of our baptism, but rather, be like Peter and call our family, 

our countrymen back to the inheritance that awaits them in repentance, in baptism, in His Church 


