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To those in the parish who I may not have had a chance to meet yet, my name is George 

Rhodes and I am a seminarian in formation for the priesthood. I am grateful to take this 

opportunity to share a little bit more about myself and why I am a seminarian pursuing the 

priesthood. The following article is about my discernment and desire to be a priest. 

After six years of seminary, I am confident I will never fully be ready to be a priest. Much 

of that lesson came to me in my years of preparation at Kenrick-Glennon Seminary in St. Louis, 

and much more came to me in this year of pastoral internship at St. Michael the Archangel. 

With about two and a half years left until ordination, that may not sound like the most 

optimistic thing to say. However, this self-knowledge comes with the realization that no one 

has ever really been fully prepared to be a priest for Jesus Christ and his Church. This is 

comforting rather than concerning, because it means the Holy Spirit has always and will always 

be at work. 

This is an essential lesson to learn. The priest is an instrument of Jesus Christ. Just like 

any instrument, the power of the actions performed doesn’t come from the instrument, but the 

one wielding it. Hence, we give credit to the painter or the sculptor for a masterpiece, not to 

the paintbrush or the chisel. The priest is changed in ordination, yes, but he is still a man. The 

change he receives is simply to be more conformed to Christ to be a better instrument at the 

service of his Church. A good instrument must be totally available and docile to the will of the 

artist. How often we blame the tools we use for their defects, yet God, who cannot fail to 

accomplish what He wills, chooses to use us in His plan for salvation, who literally have minds of 

our own! 

This idea of instrumentality resonates with me in my discernment, especially in this 

experience of a pastoral year. When I describe my discernment and formation to other people, 

the condensed story usually includes my biographical history of being raised Catholic and 

attending Catholic school, right until I entered seminary after graduating from St. James in 

2014. But when it all comes down to it, my “vocation story” isn’t about where I’ve been or what 

I’ve done. It’s about following God’s will. In other words, I see myself as a pretty normal 24-

year-old man. Nothing actually sets me apart from any of my peers. I am only where I am 

because I think God has called me here, and if that ever changed, I would just as confidently 

leave formation. 

I am truly enjoying my time here at St. Michael the Archangel and am experiencing 

growth in my formation. I want to thank the everyone in the parish for your generous support 

and for your prayers. I look forward to my remaining months at the parish until I return to 

seminary in the fall, and eventually to my ordination, should it be where God and His Church 

call me. Please be assured of my prayers for all of you and my desire to know you all more. God 

bless. 


